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Thursday,  13  November  194-7 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL 
FOR  THE  FAR  E/iST 
Court  House  of  the  Tribunal 
War  Ministry  Building 
Tokyo,  Japan 


The  Tribunal  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


at  0930. 


Appearances; 

For  the  Tribunal,  all  Members  sitting,  with 
the  exception  of;  HONORABLE  JUSTICE  SIR  ’''ILLIAM  F. 
WEBB,  Member  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  and 
HONOR/^BIE  Jl’STICE  R.  B.  PAL,  Member  from  India,  not 
sitting  from  0930  to  I6OO, 

For  the  Prosecution  Section,  same  as  before. 
For  the  Defense  Section,  sam.e  as  before. 


(English  to  Japanese  and  Japanese 
to  English  interpretation  was  made  by  the 
Language  Section,  IfTFE.) 
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I.!ARv'’HAL  OF  THE  COURT:  The  International  | 

Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  in  session. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  All  the  accused  are  present 
except  MATSUI,  who  is  represented  by  counsel.  V/e  have 
a  certificate  from  the  prison  surgeon  at  Sugamo  certi¬ 
fying  that  he  is  ill  and  unable  to  attend  the  trial 
today.  The  certificate  will  be  recorded  and  filed. 

Mr.  Lopez. 

MR.  LOPEZ:  May  it  please  the  Tribunal. 

K  U  M  A  I  C  H  I  YAMAMOTO,  called  as  a 

witness  on  behalf  of  the  defense,  resumed  the 
stand  and  testified  through  Japanese  inter-  i 

preters  as  follov/s:  ^ 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY  LOPEZ  (Continued): 

Q  Mr.  YAMAMOTO,  under  the  plan  submitted  to  you 

I  by  MUTO  around  the  middle  of  November  1941,  even  if 
'  the  Dutch  would  come  across  with  4,000,000  tons  of 

oil,  even  if  the  Americans  would  come  across  with  : 

6,000,000  tons  of  oil,  if  Great  Britain  would  stop 
aiding  Chiang  Mal-shek,  just  the  same  under  that  plan 
Japan  would  commence  and  open  hostilities  against 
both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  isn't  that  < 


I 

I 


true? 
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MR.  COLE:  Your  Honor,  I  object  to  that 
question  as  calling  for  a  speculative  answer;  further, 
the  prosecution  does  'not  contend  that  the  plan  itself 
^howed  what  would  happen  if  those  demands  were  not 

granted. 

MR.  LOPEZ:  No  comment;  we  leave  it  entirely 
to  the  Court. 

acting  PRESIDENT:  Objection  overruled. 

Q  Please  answer. 

A  I  shall  reply  to  your  question  based  on  what 

I  have  been  thinking  since  yesterday  on  your  questions 

directed  to  me  on  this  matter. 

I  recall  that  in  the  plan  submitted  to  me  by 

General  tmiO  fairly  stronp  language  was  used  in  regard 
to  v,hat  ivould  happen  if,  after  the  successful  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  negotiations,  the  provisions  of  the  final 
agreeiT.ent  were  not  carried  out  by  the  United  States. 

Q  Please  answer  ny  former  question. 

A  Furthermore,  I  recall  that  in  the  plan 
language  was  used  to  the  effect  that  if  aid  —  if 
activities  aiding  the  Chiang  regime  were  not  brought 
to  a  definite  stop  hostilities  would  be  commenced. 

Q  In  other  words,  your  answer  is  an  affirmative! 

one  to  the  first  question  I  addressed  to  you?  | 

A  On  the  whole  that  was  the  purport  of  the  plan. 
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33,^36 


ra.  LOPEZ:  TV''  the  v/itnesfi  be  shovm  IPS 
c'ociiraent  3167? 

Q  This  hears  a  penciled  note  there,  "18  Novembei; 
1941.  Prom  lOTO,  Chief  of  Military  Affairs  Bureau," 
then  with  the  signature  "YAHAIWTO."  That  is  your 

handwriting,  is  it  not? 

A  This  penciled  note  is  written  in  my  own 

handwriting . 

Q  And  Y/hen  you  stated  "From  I!UT0,  Chief  of 
Military  AC^’airs  Bureau,"  you  had  reference  to  the 
defendant  in  the  dock,  Akira  MUTO? 

A  Yes. 

Q  And  you  scribbled  this  note  at  the  time  you 
received  this  document,  IPS  3167,  from  him  on  l8 

November  194-1? 

A  Yes,  as  you  say. 

Q  And.  this  red  seal  that  appears  on  the  front 
cover  of  that  document  is  a  state  secret  seal,  isn't 
it? 

A  Yes . 

Q  It  is  the  highest  and  the  most  secret  seal 
of  the  Japanese  Government? 

A  Yes,  as  you  say. 

MR.  LOPEZ:  If  the  Tribunal  please,  v/e  offer 
in  evidence  IPS  document  3167* 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution  document  3167' 

v/ill  receive  exhibit  No.  34-4^. 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above 
referred  to  was  marked  prosecution  exhibit 
No.  3445  and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR,  LOPEZ:  We  read  the  whole  text  of  the 

document,  Itr.  President: 

"Page  1.  State  Secret.  No.  19  of  30  copies. 
"Plan  Regarding  Future  Steps  in  Negotiations 
between  Japan  and  the  United  States. 

"/Pencil  Note/  I8  November  1941.  From  MUTO, 
Chief  of  Military  Affairs  Bureau.  YAMAMOTO. 

"Page  2.  Necessary  Steps  in  case  a  Treaty 
I  is  Concluded  on  the  A  Draft. 

j  "1.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  that  'The 

I  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  not  take  any 
I  such  measures  or  actions  as  will  obstruct  the 
!  Japanese  Government's  steps  and  efforts  regarding  a 
solution  of  the  China  Incident'  at  the  end  of  the 
first  item  of  Article  111  (Measures  for  establishment 
of  peace  betvfeen  Japan  and  China)  of  our  Draft  of  the 
25th  of  September  means  'to  avoid  and.  abstain  from  any 
kind  of  action  helping  Chiang'  as  specified  at  the  end 
of  the  instructions  given  to  Ambassador  NOMURA  on  _ 


YAIIAIJOTO 


CROSS 


33,038 


September  13. 

"2.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  follo”ing, 
as  its  understanding  of  Article  IV  (Trade  between 
Japan  and  U.S.A.)  of  our  Draft  of  September  2^: 

'‘Both  governments,  within  3  days  of  their 
agreement  to  this  understanding,  shall  reciprocally 
abolish  their  property  freezing  measures;  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  supply  Japan 
with  six  million  tons  of  mineral  oil  a  year  (which 
Includes  one  million  and  a  half  tons  of  aviation 
gasoline),  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each  month. 

"3.  With  regard  to  Article  V  (Economic 
Problems  in  the  Pacific)  of  our  Draft  of  September  25*. 


"(a)  The  first  item  shall  be  revised  as 


!*ollows : 


"Both  governments  hereby  reciprocally  pledge 
themselves  that  the  economic  activities  of  Japan  and 
U.S.A.  in  the  Pacific  Area  shall  be  carried  on  by 
peaceful  means,  and  that  in  case  the  principle  oi  non¬ 
discrimination  in  international  trade  is  applied,  to 
the  whole  world,  it  shall  also  be  applied  to  all  areas 
of  the  Pacific  including  China, 

"(Note)  If  U.S.A.  avoids  the  condition,  'in 
case  the  principle  of  nondiscrlrlnatlon  is  applied  to 
the  whole  world,'  then  the  original  Draft  of  September 
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2?  shall  be  revived. 

"(b)  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following 
as  its  understanding  of  the  second  and  third  items: 

"The  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
take  steps  to  make  the  Netherlands  Indies  accept, 
v/ithin  three  days  o^  the  agreement  to  this  understand¬ 
ing,  the  demands  of  the  Japanese  Government  presented 
through  Ambassador  YOSHIZAV/A  to  the  Netherlands 
Indies  on  the  trade,  traffic  and  communication, 
between  Japan  and  the  Netherlands  Indies,  and  the 
freedom  of  enterprise,  entry,  residence  and  business 
of  Japanese  subjects  in  the  Netherlands  Indies. 

"But  Japan  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be 
supplied  with  the  yearly  amount  of  four  million  tons 
of  mineral  oil,  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each 
month. 

"4.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following; 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  A  Draft: 

"The  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
take  measures  to  have  the  British  Government,  within 
three  days  of  the  conclusion  of  /TN:  an  agreement  on/ 
the  A  Draft,  restore  the  Anglo- Japanese  trade  relations 
and  at  the  same  time  avoid  and  refrain  from  any  kind 
of  action  helping  Chlang,  such  as  closing  the  Burma 
Road,  etc. 
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"5.  In  case  the  avoidance  of  and  the 
abstinence  from  actions  helping  Chiang,  the  lifting 
of  the  property  freezing  measures  on  the  part  of 
U.S.A.  and  Great  Britain,  ahd  the  measures  to  restore 
trade  with  Japan  on  the  part  of  the  Netherlands 
Indies  are  not  actually  carried  out  after  one  v/eek 
has  passed  since  the  conclusion  of  /TN:  an  agreement 
on/  the  A  Draft,  the  Japanese  Empire  shall  open 
hostilities  against  U.S.A.,  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Netherlands,  and  in  case  the  Netherlands  Indies  does 
not  follow  the  load  of  U.S.A.  and  Great  Britain  when 
they  take  the  appropriate  steps,  Japan  shall  send 
the  necessary  units  to  the  Netherlands  Indies  for 
the  sake  of  security. 

"?or  this  reason,  Japan  shall  unilaterally 
make  the  necessary  manifestation  of  her  intentions  to 
U.S.A.  when  the  A  Draft  is  signed. 

"Necessary  Steps  in  case  a  Treaty  is 

Concluded  on  the  B  Draft. 

"1.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  consent  to  the 
following  as  her  understanding  of  the  second  item: 


23 
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"The  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 

take  measures  to  have  the  Netherlands  Indies  accept, 

I  vjithin  three  days  of  the  agreement  to  this  ujiderstand- 

!  ing,  the  demands  of  the  Japanese  Government  presented 
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1  I  through  Ambassador  YOSHIZAV/A  to  the  Netherlands  Indies  | 

2  I  on  the  trade,  traffic  and  coininunicatlon  between  Japan 

I 

3  j  and  the  Netherlands  Indies  and  the  freedom  of  enter-  j 

^  prise,  entry,  residence  and  business  of  Japanese  • 

5  ;  subjects  in  the  Netherlands  Indies.  i 

"But  Japan  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be 
^  !  supplied  vrlth  the  yearly  amount  of  four  million  tons  | 
”  ,  of  mineral  oil,  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each 

o  I 

I  month.  I 
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j  "2.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following 

as  its  understanding  of  the  third  item; 
j  "Both  Governments,  within  three  days  of  the 

agreement  to  this  understanding,  shall  reciprocally 

I 

j  abolish  their  property  freezing  measures;  and  the 

I 

Government  of  the  United  States  shall  supply  Japan 
•”lth  six  million  tons  of  mineral  oil  a  year  (which 
includes  one  million  and  a  half  tons  of  aviation 
gasoline),  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each  month. 

I*  "3.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following 

as  its  understanding  of  the  fourth  item: 

"The  meaning  of  the  fourth  item  is  that  the 

I 

Government  of  the  United  States  shall  avoid  and  ab¬ 
stain  from  any  kind  of  action  helping  Chiang  and  both 

♦ 

Governments  promise  to  declare  this  point  to  the  world 
when  they  sign  the  B  Draft. 
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1  !  through  Ambassador  YOSMIZAV/A  to  the  Netherlands  Indies  j 
2^  on  the  trade,  traffic  and  coirununication  between  Japan 
3  and  the  Netherlands  Indies  and  the  freedom  of  enter-  | 

^  prise,  entry,  residence  and  business  of  Japanese  j 

5i  subjects  in  the  Netherlands  Indies.  j 

6  '»Eut  Japan  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  j 

I 

^  !  supplied  vfith  the  yearly  amount  of  four  million  tons 

of  mineral  oil,  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each 

I  j 

j  month.  ] 

“’j  "2.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following  j 

“  I  as  its  understanding  of  the  third  item:  | 

"Both  Governments,  within  three  days  of  the 

'  J 

I  agreement  to  this  understanding,  shall  reciprocally 

!  abolish  their  property  freezing  measures;  and  the  | 

13  '  ' 

j  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  supply  Japan  i 

-ith  six  million  tons  of  mineral  oil  a  year  (which  j 

17 

includes  one  million  and  a  half  tons  of  aviation 

18 

•’asoline),  equal  amounts  being  supplied  each  month. 

19 

"3.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following 
as  its  understanding  of  the  fourth  item: 

22  "The  meaning  of  the  fourth  item  is  that  the 

23  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  avoid  and  ab-  j 

24  stain  from  any  kind  of  action  helping  Chiang  and  both  | 

23  Governments  promise  to  declare  this  point  to  the  world  j 

when  they  sign  the  E  Draft.  I 
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"4.  To  have  the  U.S.A.  admit  the  following 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  B  Draft: 

"The  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
take  measures  to  make  the  British  Government,  within 
three  days  of  the  conclusion  of  /TN:  an  agreement  on/ 
the  B  Draft,  restore  the  Anglo -Japanese  trade  relations 
and  at  the  same  time  avoid  and  refrain  from  action 
helping  Chiang. 

In  cas£  the  avoidance  of  and  the 
abstinence  from  actions  helping  Chiang,  the  abolition 
of  the  property  freezing  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
U.S.A,  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  measures  to  recover 
the  trade  with  Japan  on  the  part  of  the  Netherlands 
Indies  are  not  actually  carried  out  after  one  week 
has  passed  since  the  conclusion  of  /TN:  an  agreement 
on/  the  B  Draft,  the  Japanese  Empire  shall  open 
hostilities  against  U.S.A.,  Great  Britain  and  the 
Netherlands  and  in  case  the  Netherlands  Indies  does 
not  follow  the  lead  of  U.S.A,  and  Great  Britain  when 
they  take  the  appropriate  steps,  Japan  shall  send  the 
necessary  units  to  the  Netherlands  Indies  for  the 
sake  of  security, 

"For  this  reason  Japan  shall  unilaterally 
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make  the  necessary  manifestation  of  her  intentions  to 
U.S.A,  when  the  B  Draft  is  signed," 
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V/ith  the  readinj»  of  the  document  we  close 
our  cross-examination, 

ACTIK^G  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Cole. 

UR.  COLE:  Sir,  I  propose  some  brief  re¬ 
direct  examination, 

REDIRECT  EmilNATION 

BY  MR.  COLE: 

Q  Mr.  YAMA!-’OTO,  in  yesterday’s  cross-examination 
by  Ur.  Lopez  at  least  on  four  occasions  he  referred  to 
the  plan  regarding  the  6,000,000  tons  of  oil  as  IRJTO’s 
plan,  I  ask  you  whether  or  not  this  proposal  which 
you  received  from  General  MUTO  was  General  MUTO's 
plan  or  proposal? 

A  ‘Yhen  General  MUTO  gave  me  this  plan,  he 
added  the  following  words:  This  plan  v;as  presented 
to  me  by  the  General  Staff  in  very  strong  terms.  I 
myself  have  not  yet  recognized  it  as  a  plan  represent¬ 
ing  the  army  as  a  whole  but  because  the  General  Staff 
Insisted  so  strongly  that  this  plan  be  presented,  I 
am  handing  it  to  you  for  your  reference. 

Q  Did  you  have  any  further  discussion  with 
General  I4UT0  regarding  that  proposal? 

A  V/hen  I  received  this  plan  I  glanced  through 
it  once  and  then  immediately  told  General  lAJTO  that 
no  one  could  accept  such  a  foolish  plan  and  refused 
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accept  It;  but  since  General 


merely  as  reference  material  I  did 


©call  that  later  General  MUTO  told  me  a 
=  tory  in  concerning  General  TOTO-e 

extraordinary  efforts  In  trying  to  see  the  successful 
eonsu^natlon  of  our  plans  ....  and  ..3...  Kcrelgn  ninlster 
S  a  ed  his  position,  ministerial  position,  on  the 
access  Of  Plan  ..A.,  and  ..3..  and  v,orhed  untiringly  for 
•te  success.  Since  the  contents  of  that  plan  Included 
:he  withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  Southern  French  Indo- 
hlna  the  General  Staff  vigorously  opposed  It.  There- 
pon  General  MUTO  employed  all  his  powers  of  persuasion 
n  the  General  staff  and  finally  got  them  to  accept 

orelgn  Illnlster  TOGO'*;  nim.  ^  xt: 

^  ®  plan;  and  then  the  General 

iaff  after  accepting  this,  foreign  Minister  TOGQ.s 
an,  with  great  reluctance,  immediately  presented  Its 
n  Plan  through  General  lOTO  as  If  returning  tit  for 
t.  General  MUTO  told  me  that  he  was  very  much  dis¬ 
ced  at  this  attitude  of  the  General  Staff. 

TWs  plan  submitted  by  the  General  Staff  is 
plan  v/hlch  the  T3rosenMtir,v,  ^,,^4.  _  .  . 
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Q  V/as  this  proposal  for  a  demand  of  six 
million  tons  of  oil  ever  carried  out? 

A  The  circumstances  surrounding  the  acceptance 
of  the  plan  being  as  I  have  testified,  this  plan  was 
not  even  discussed  at  the  Liaison  Conference.  As  for 
the  proposal  regarding  the  import  of  six  million  tons 
of  oil  we  completely  disregarded  this,  and  after  due 
negotiations  with  the  authorities  concerned  we  de¬ 
cided  that  four  million  tons  would  be  a  fair  figure, 

I 

and  sent  instructions  to  Admiral  KOMLiiA  to  that 
effect. 

Q  Tlien  the  demand  for  six  million  tons  v.'as 
never  sent  to  America,  is  that  correct? 

A  Never. 

Q  Mr.  YAMAifiOTO,  you  said  that  after  a  d  iscus- 
sion  betv/een  the  officials  involved  a  new  plan  was 
made.  V/ho  were  those  officials? 

A  My  recollection  is  that  it  v/as  the  officials 
of  the  V/ar  Ministry,  the  Navy  Ministry  and  the  Planning 
Board. 

Q  Do  you  know  anything  more  —  any  more  details 
as  to  how  the  figure  of  four  million  tons  was  ar¬ 
rived  at? 

A  My  recollection  is  that  this  figure  of  four 
million  tons  was  the  average  of  normal  imports  of 


YaLIaMOTO 


REDIhiiCT 


33,046 


oil  from  America  over  a  span  of  several  years. 

Q  Referring  new  to  the  exhibit  just  presented 
by  the  prosecution,  No.  3445,  it  states  that  upon 
the  failure  of  certain  —  of  meeting  certain  condi¬ 
tions,  hostilities  vfould  be  commenced.  Do  you  know 
whether  General  liUTO  personally  was  the  author  of 
that  plan? 

A  In  your  question  Just  now  I  understood  you 
to  ask  whether  or  not  the  plan  specified  that  if 
certain  conditions  were  not  met  hostilities  would  be 
commenced.  My  understanding  of  the  plan  was  that  if 
aftrr  the  conclusion  of  negotiations  the  provisions 
of  the  agreement  reached  were  not  carried  out,  then 
hostilities  would  be  commenced.  As  for  General  MUTO, 
he  made  it  perfectly  clear  to  me  at  the  time  that  he 
felt  himself  that  the  plan  was  outrageous,  that  it 
was  not  even  worth  taking  up,  that  it  was  not  the 
result  of  his  own  ideas,  and  that  he  had  not  drafted 
it. 

Q  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  YAluAMOTO,  in  these 
matters  which  have  been  discussed  this  morning,  Gen¬ 
eral  MUTO  Y/as  doing  those  things  which  tlie  post  of 
Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  required,  is 
that  correct? 

MR.  LOPEZ;  Objection,  as  being  leading  and 
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asking  for  the  conclusion  of  the  witness. 

ME.  COLE:  I  agree,  sir.  I  v/ill  reframe  it. 

Q  Itir.  YAUAMOTO,  v/hat  official  had  the  job  in 
the  Japanese  Government  as  acting  as  liaison  man  be¬ 
tween  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Imperial  General 
Headquarters  or  General  Staff? 

A  The  official  v/ho  was  charged  with  liaison 
between  the  Foreign  hinistry  and  the  Army,  or  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Liaison  Conference  v/as 
myself  as  far  as  the  Foreign  Ministry  was  concerned, 
Foreign  Affairs  Ministry  was  concerned.  As  for  the 
Army,  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  by 
virtue  of  his  position,  was  the  liaison  man  for  all 
other  offices  outside  of  the  Army.  Furthermore,  as 
one  of  the  secretaries  in  the  liaison  conferences 
between  the  Imperial  General  Headquarters  and  the 
government.  General  MUTO  often  had  to  act  as  liaison 
man  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  General  Staff. 

Q  Regarding  the  proposals  mentioned  in  exhibit 
3445,  that  is  as  to  matters  to  be  taken  up  upon  the 
acceptance  of  either  the  A  and  B  plan,  was  this  pro¬ 
posal  officially  accepted  by  the  Japanese  Government, 
if  you  know? 

A  The  Japanese  Government  never  adopted  these 
proposals. 


YAlaAMOTO 


KEivIRECT 


33,048 


LQl.  COLE:  That  Is  all,  if  your  Honor  please. 

ACTING  PRESILEIT:  I  have  a  question  here 
from  a  Member  of  the  Court:  Is  there  any  writing  or 
memorandum  anywhere  which  would  show  that  MUTO  per¬ 
sonally  disapproved  of  this  plan  v/hich  the  witness 
attributes  to  the  General  Staff? 

THE  WITNESS:  I  did  not  receive  any  special 
note  or  v/riting  from  General  MUTO  on  this  matter.  I 
only  heard  of  this  from  him  orally,  as  I  liave  testi¬ 
fied  a  while  ago, 

ACTING  PhEGIDEWT:  That  is  not  an  answer  to 
the  question:  Is  there  any  vn?iting  or  memorandum 
anywhere  which  would  shov;  that  MUTO  personally  dis¬ 
approved  of  this  plan? 

TiiE  Vi/ITNESS:  No,  there  is  no  such  v/riting, 

ACTING  PliESIDENT:  I  have  another  question 
from  a  Member  of  the  Tribunal:  Is  there  anything  in 
the  document  itself  showing  the  plan  came  from  the 
General  Staff  besides  your  memory? 


THE  Vt/ITNESS:  I  wa?  testifying  only  from 


mr-  memory, 


ACTIi.G  PhESIDEi'.T:  That  is  all. 


I 
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MR.  COLE:  May  It  please  the  Tribunal,  I 
invite  attention  to  exhibit  2944  which  sets  up  the 
ultimate  plan  that  was  accepted  by  the  Japanese  govern¬ 


ment  , 


please. 


MR.  LOFEZ:  Just  one  question,  if  your  Honor 


Is  there  anything  on  exhibit  wherein  you 


noted  your  personal  reaction  that  it  was  an  outrageous 
and  unworkable  plan? 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  I  don't  think  that  that  is 
new  matter  arising  out  of  the  redirect  examination. 


Honor , 


MR.  LOPEZ:  That  concludes  the  re-cross,  your 


MR.  COLE.:  May  the  witness  be  excused  on  the 


usual  terms? 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  He  may  be  excused  accordingly, 
('hereupon,  the  witness  was  excused.) 

MR.  COLE:  I  now  offer  in  evidence  defense  ^ 

document  1500-A-8,  this  being  an  excerpt  from  the 
Report  of  the  Congressional  Investigation  »f  the  Pearl  ; 
.Harbor  Attack,  and  citing  a  portion  of  the  KONOYE' 

■  i 

Memoirs,  This  describes  a  further  effort  of  the  accused 
to  avoid  war,  and  makes  clear  that  in  the  conversation 
described  herein  he  v/as  attempting  to  gain  information 


^  that  would  enable  the  V.'ar  Ministry  more  effectively  to 
2  oppose  the  strong  attitude  of  the  Imperial  General 
^  F.teff . 

ACTING  FRISiriKT;  Admitted  on  the  usual  terras. 
’  CLI.RK  OF  TrO*  COURT:  Defense  document  1500-A-8 

^  will  receive  exhibit  No,  34-46. 

_  I 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  No.  344-6 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  GOLF;  For  the  Tribunal’s  assistance,  may 
I  say  that  the  date  referred  to  is  14-  October  1941  as 
appears  from  the  Pearl  Harbor  Report. 

"These  opening  remarks  of  the  Minister  of  'War 
were  so  sudden  that  the  other  Cabinet  Ministers  were 
somewhat  taken  aback  and  there  was  no  one  who  vrauld 
open  his  mouth  to  answer.  The  Cabinet  meeting,  after 

4 

I  settling  other  subjects  for  discussion,  made  no 
’  reference  to  this  problem  of  continuing  negotiations 

and  adjourned. 

*0 

"On  the  afternoon  of  the  seme  day,  ?ll’TO,  the 
Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  came  to  the  Chief 

22  ' 

Secretary  of  the  Cabinet,  and  said,  “Somehow  or  other 
it  seejis  that  the  reason  that  the  Premier  can  not  make 
UP  his  mind  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Navy  can  not 
.make  up  its  mind.  Thus,  if  the  Navy  really  does  not 
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I  v/ish  war,  the  Army  also  must  think  about  It.  But  the 
!  Navy  does  not  say  anything  ooenly  to  the  Army  and  only 
I  says  that  "it  will  leave  it  ud  entirely  to  the  Premier". 
Just  to  say  that  it  will  be  up  to  the  decision  of  the 
Premier  will  not  be  enough  to  control  the  inner  circles 
j  of  the  Army.  But  if  the- Navy  will  openly  come  to  the 
Army  and  say  that  "The  Navy  at  this  time  does  not  wish 

I 

I  war",  then  the  .*  rmy  con  easily  control  its  command.  I 
wonder  if  you  can  not  manege  it  so  that  the  Navy  will 
I  come  and  soy  something,  along  this  line.*  Thereupon, 

^  *^he  Chief  Secretary  spoke  to  OKA,  the  Chief  of  the 
Naval  Affairs  Fnreau,  concerning  this  matter,  but  all 
that  the  latter  world  say  was  this:  *  As  far  as  the 
Navy  is  concerned,  no  matter  what  anyone  may  think,  for 
I  it  to  say  that  it  does  not  wish  war  is  something  that  it 
I  can  not  do  in  any  formal  manner.  V'hat  the  Navy  can  say 
is  that  "it  is  entirely  up  to  the  decision  of  the 
Premier." • " 

I  ’  1th  reference  to  our  next  witness,  MIKI, 

I  Yoshihide,  may  I  say  that  his  testimony  is  directed 

i 

toward  ether  testimony  already  in  the  record,  and  I 

I 

will  give  the  paragraph  references:  paragraph  3  refers 
!  to  record  pages  15,368  end  9?  paragraph  4  refers  to 
record  page  1^71;  and  paragraph  5  to  record  page 
j  15,867.  The  quotations  given  are  not  exact  quotations 


33jC52 


KIKI 


DIRECT 


33,053 


Y  0  S  H  I  H  I  D  r  I  r  I,  recalled  as  a  witness  on 
behalf  of  the  defense,  having  been  previously 
S'.vorn,  testified  through  Japanese  interpreters 
as  follows! 

DIRECT  rXAMIWATION 

BY  MR.  COLT  : 

Q  Mr.  itness,  will  you  please  state  your  name 
end  present  address? 

A  My  name  is  MIKI,  Yoshihide.  My  address  is 
229  1-chome,  Saginoraiya,  Nakano-ku,  Tokyo, 

MR.  COLE:  I  ask  that  the  witness  be  shown 

defense  document  2785.  ; 

('.Vhcrcuron,  e  document  was  handed  to  | 

the  witness.)  j 

Q  Mr.  MIKI,  is  that  your  affidavit,  signed  and  i 

♦ 

sworn  to  by  yourself?  1 

A  Yc  s .  1 

Q  And  are  all  the  matters  conteined  therein  true 

to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief? 

A  Yes. 

.\R.  COLl!  'A'c  offer  defense  document  2785  in 

evidence. 

MR.  lop:  Z:  V.’c  have  no  objection,  if  the 
Tribunal  please,  end  v/e  suggest  that  the  whole  text 
of  the  affidavit  be  considered  as  having  been  read  and  I 


lilKI 


DIRECT 


33,054 


wo  offer  no  cross-cyamlnotion. 

MR.  COLE;  The t  is  perfectly  agreeable,  sir. 
aCTI'IG  president :  Do  you  desire  to  reed  them? 
!TR.  COLE:  Yos,  I  will  reed  it  then,  sir. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  I  asked,  do  you  wish  to  read 


MR.  COL?:  Yes,  I  will  read  it.  Is  the 

document  admitted  then,  sir? 

ACTING  PRi'SIDi.NT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms, 
CLERK  OF  TH;..  COURT:  Defense  document  2785 

will  receive  exhibit  No,  3447. 

( Vhercupon,  the  document  above  rc- 
fc  ’rrd  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  No.  3447 
and  received  in  evidence.) 
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IT..  COLE;  Onittins  tho  forpr.l  ports; 

"1,  liy  none  is  MIEI,  YosliihiCo.  I  Loci 
forrurly  boyn  c.  Lurscon  Lioutc.nr.nt  Gonorol  of  the 
Jr.panc-se  Arr-y.  In  194-1  I  h.oi.''.  boon  th.j  Chief  of  tlio 
licclicnl  Buror.u  of  the  ''’or  Ministry. 

"2.  To  the  best  of  niy  rocolloction,  r.t  a 
meeting  of  tl:o  chiefs  of  bureaus  on  about  27  November 
1941,  the  Chief  of  the  hilitcry  Affairs  BuTor.u  EUTO 
had  not  read  a  document  under  the  title  of  'Principal 
Reasons  Alleged  for  the  Gonv.ienconent  of  Hostilities 
Against  the  U.  S,  A.  and  Britain,'  uhich  cores  under 
exhibit  No.  1175  (IPS  docur;.ent  Ko.  990.) 

"3.  So  far  as  I  ronev.ber,  there  were  no 
facts  as  stated  below; 

"'■'hen  the  United  States'  reply  dated 
25  Wover-ber  1941  arrived,  IIUTO,  at  the  meeting  of 
cl iefs  of  bureaus  on  29th  of  the  same  month,  expressed 
his  views  by  saying  th  -t  if  Japan  accepted  th.is  pro¬ 
posal,  not  only  the  firm  establishment  of  the  East 
Asia  Co-prosperity  Sphere  would  come  to  naught,  but 
Japan  v;ould  be  sagged  and  then  would  go  out  of  existence 
in  order  to  prevent  this  and  to  firmly  establish  the 
East  msia  Co-prosperity  Sphere,  we  have  to  fight  by  all 


means . ' 


"4.  To  the  best  of  ry  recollection,  there 


r.iKi 


Di:::.CT 


33,056 


\vcr«  no  f..cts  c-s  sti?.tccl 

"'.Lt  noon  on  9  DoccP.bor  1941,  c.t  r  tiffin 
prrty  ofchiofs  of  burcc.us  of  tho  'lo.r  i  inis  try,  cll 
chiefs  nttcncloO.  tho  party,  cnt!  Hr,  ..UTO  chr.ttod  vitli 
ther.  about  tho  procoss  of  tl.o  diplonitic  no,"otir.tions 
up  to  that  dato  and  so  forth.  At  th.'.t  tir.c  hr.  !'UT0 
told  that,  in  short,  tho  dispctchus  of  Amb.'ssr.dor 
m\USU  nnd  S.  S.  "TATSUTA-IIAT.U’'  and  so  forth  wuro  no 
F.oro  thr.n  r.co.suros  for  crii’.ouflnr;inf'  the  wry  loading 
to  tho  cop;  onconont  of  tho  hostilltios . ’ 

"5.  There  hrd  not  boon  such  fact  that  tho 
Chief  of  the  Mlit  *ry  Affairs  Bureau  I.UTO  made  his 
!.":poaranco  at  tho  dining  roon  of  tho  ’  ar  Ministry 
every  day  to  take  his  lunch.  I  ron .!rjb'..-r  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  did  not  appear  there  on  Kost  of  those 
days,  I  also  do  not  recollect  that,  c.t  noon  tine  on 
9  Decenbor,  the  next  day  of  the  outbreak  of  war  against 
the  United  dtr.tes  and  Britain,  '.11  tlie  chiefs  of  bureaus 
of  the  ninistry  over  gathered  at  the  dining  roon.  On 
that  day,  all  chiefs  of  bureaus  of  the  ninistry  v/oro 
too  busy." 

May  the  witness  be  excused  on  the  usual  terns? 
-iCTir’G  PABtlDENT :  lie  is  excused  accordingly, 
lieri-.upon,  the  witness  was  excused.) 
liLi .  COLB;  I  call  as  our  next  witness. 
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1CAZUY3  SAhAKIHARA,  recalled  as  a 
witness  on  behalf  of  the  defense,  having  been 
previously  sworn,  testified  through  Japanese 
interpreters  as  follows; 

ACTIKG  PRESIDENT;  You  are  remindec  that 
you  are  still  on  your  former  oath. 

DIRECT  EXAN:INATIOW 

BY  IflR.  COLE: 

Si  Mr,  V/itness,  please  state  your  name  and 
address . 

A  Ky  name  is  SAKAKIHARA,  Kazuye;  my  address, 

42  Honshio-cho,  3hinjuku-ku,  Tokyo. 

MR.  COLE;  May  the  witness  be  shown  defense 
document  2577? 

(Whereupon,  a  document  was  handed 
to  the  witness.) 

Q  Mr.  Vitness,  is  that  your  affidavit,  signed 
and  sworn  to  by  you? 

A  Yes. 

Are  the  matters  oiscussed  therein  true  to 
the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief? 

A  Tney  are  completely  true, 

MR.  COLS:  V/e  offer  defense  document  2577  in 


SAKAKI^IARA 


LIRECT 


33,058 


evidence, 

MR.  LOPEZj  If  the  Tribunal  please,  the  prose¬ 
cution  objects  to  the  entire  affidavit,  on  the  ground 
tnat  it  is  a  memoranoura  on  the  appointments  and  dis¬ 
missals  of  army  officers.  The  best  evidence  on  the 
subject  matter  voulo  be  the  laws  and  regulations  them¬ 
selves,  and  not  the  opinion  of  this  witness.  The 
matter  of  appointments  anc  dismissals  of  army  officers 
concerns  not  alone  KUTO,  but  all  the  defendants  who 
were  in  the  military  service.  This  type  of  evidence, 
therefore,  shoulo  have  been  introduced  during  the 
general  phase. 

PJi.  COLS*  Sir,  the  matter  of  resignation 
came  up  particularly  with  regard  to  the  accused  MUTO, 
ana  particularly,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion's  answer  to  our  motion  to  dismiss. 

In  ansv/er  to  the  rest  of  the  objection,  the 
affidavit  refers  to  the  rules  and  regulations,  which 
it  discusses;  and  those  regulations  are  given  in 
defense  documents  1335  and  1337,  which  follow  in  our 
order  of  nroof. 

It  has  been  the  practice  throughout  the  trial 
for  both  the  prosecution  and  the  defense  to  present 
witnesses  who  could  discuss  the  actual  operation  and 
interpretation  of  the  laws  which  they  administered. 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT;  The  regulations  have  been  | 

introduceo  in  evidence,  have  they  not?  , 

IfJH,  COLE:  I  think  not,  sir.  '.Ve  propose  to  i 

i 

introduce  them, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  By  a  majority,  the  objection 
is  sustained. 

IIR.  COLE;  May  the  witness  be  excused,  sir? 
ACTING  PRESIDENT:  He  is  excused  on  the  usual 

terms. 

(Wnereupon,  the  witness  was  excused.) 
liR.  COLS:  We  offer  in  evidence  documents 
1335  and  1337.,  1335  being  Regulations  for  the  Enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Army  Officers’  Service  Ordinance;  1337 
being  Regulations  Concerning  Personal  Matters  of  Army 

Officers, 

I®.  LOPEZ:  As  general  phase  matters,  defense 

documents  1337  and  1335  are  objected  to. 

!/R.  COLE:  Our  answer  to  that,  sir,  is  merely 

what  I  said  beiore;  that  the  prosecution  has  made  a 
particular  issue  in  MUTO's  case  alone  in  regard  to 
resignation. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Tuo  objection  is  overruled 

and  the  documents  will  be  admitted. 

CLET^K  OF  THE  COURT:  Defense  document  1335 
'viU  receive  exhibit  No.  3448;  defense  document  1337 


33,o60 


will  receive  exhibit  No#  3^^9» 

(Wliereupon,  the  documents  above 
referred  to  were  marked  defense  exhibits 
No.  3448  and  3449,  respectively,  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  evidence.) 

MR.  COIih):  I  respectfully  refer  the  Tribunal's 
attention  to  the  following  passages: 

In  exhibit  3448,  Article  5,  complete. 

In  exhibit  3449,  Articles  II  and  III. 

We  call  as  our  next  witness,  OHIRA,  Hldeo. 

ACTING  PRESILENTi  Before  you  call  the  witness, 

W3  will  take  our  recess. 

(Whereupon,  at  1045,  a  recess  was 
taken  until  1100,  after  which  the  proceedings 
were  resumeo  as  follows:) 


®  H  a>  tr* 


OHIhA 


direjct 
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MlxbhAL  OF  TnE  COURT  t  The  International 
Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  resumed. 
acting  president*  Mr.  Cole. 

MR.  COLE*  I  call  as  our  next  witness 

OHIRA,  Hideo. 

HIDEO  OhIRA,  called  as  a  witness  on  behalf 

of  the  defense,  being  first  duly  swnrn,  testified 
through  Japanese  interpreters  as  follows* 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION 

I 

BY  hIR.  COLE; 

q  llr.  Witness,  please  state  your  name  and 
present  address. 

A  My  name  is  OHIRA,  Hideo;  my  address  2975, 

5-Chome,  Setagaya,  Setagaya-ku,  Tokyo. 

MR.  COLE*  I  ask  that  the  witness  be  shown 

defense  document  2779 • 

(V/hereupon,  a  document  was  handed  to 

the  witness.) 

Q  Mr.  Witness,  is  that  your  affidavit,  signed 

and  sworn  to  by  yourself? 

A  Yes,  it  is. 

Q  Are  all  the  matters  discussed  therein  true 
to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief? 

A  They  are  true. 


OH  IRA 


DIRECT 
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LiR.  COLEj  V/e  offer  defense  document  2779 


in  evidence. 


terms. 


acting  president*  Admitted  on  the  usual 


CLERIC  OF  THE  COURT*  Defense  document  2779 


will  receive  exhibit  No.  34-50. 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  No,  34-50 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

COLE:  I  omit  the  formal  parts; 

"1.  My  name  is  OHIRA,  Hideo,  I  was  formerly 
a  Major-General  of  the  Japanese  Army.  From  14  April 
1943  to  1  April  1944  I  was  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Second  Imperial  Guard  Division  which  was  stationed 
in  Sumatra,  under  Lieutenant-General  MUTO,  Akira, 

From  then  until  Immediately  before  the  end  of  the  war, 
I  was  a  staff  officer  of  the  25th  Army. 

"2,  V/hile  Lieutenant-General  MUTO  was  1» 
that  position,  the  garrison-area  under  the  Imperial 
Guard  Division  (from  1  June  1943,  it  was  called  the 
Second  Imperial  Guard  Division)  was  gradually  reduced 
as  stated  below* 

"a.  From  the  outbreak  of  war  to  April  1943 * 
Western  Coast  Province  of  Sumatra,  Rio  Province, 
Tapanori  Province,  Eastern  Coast  Province  and  Acjie 


I 


OH  IRA 


DIRECT 
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1  Province. 

2  "b.  From  May  194-3 J  Tapanori  Province, 

3  Eastern  Coast  Province  and  Acjie  Province. 

4  "c.  From  January  194-4:  Eastern  Coast 

5  Province  and  Acjie  Province. 

6  "3.  The  Commander  of  the  Imperial  Guard 

7  Division  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  military 

8  administration  established  in  the  garrison-area.  The 

9  commander  was  authorized  only  to  give  necessary 

10  instructions  as  to  defense,  and  only  when  the  garrison- 

11  area  might  be  attacked  by  the  enemy. 

12  '*4.  With  regard  to  th«  treatment  of  prisoners 

13  of  v/ar  in  Sumatra,  I  heard  that,  in  the  early  stage 

14  of  the  war,  the  temporary  POW  camp  was  established 

15  by  the  Imperial  Guard  Division  which  occupied  the  area. 

16  In  the  meantime,  however,  administration  of  the  prisoners 

17  of  war  was  taken  over  by  the  personnel  whom  the 

18  Commander  of  the  25th  Ariiiy  at  Singapore  despatched 

19  directly.  And  about  July  1942  the  POW  camp  was  built 

20  according  to  an  order  from  Tokyo.  Lieutenant-General 

21  LIUTO  arrived  at  Medan  to  take  command  about  11  May 

22  1942.  Thus,  at  that  time,  the  Administration  of  the 

23  POW  camp  was  already  not  in  the  hands  of  the 

24  commander  of  the  Imperial  Guard  Division.  The  POVJ 

75  camp,  from  that  time  on,  was  administered  as  a  branch 
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DIRECT 
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of  the  Malay  POW  camp  at  Singapore,  which  was  under 
the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Japanese  Arny  of 
the  South,  The  commander  of  the  Second  Imperial 
Guard  Division  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  admlnlstratlen 
of  the  POW  camp  in  the  garrison-area  of  the  division, 
V/lth  regard  to  the  administration  of 
the  civilian  Internees*  camps,  the  governor  of  the 
province,  an  official  of  the  military  government 
organization,  was  in  charge  of  them.  The  military 
government  was  also  responsible  for  the  guarding 
of  these  internees*  camps.  However,  when  a  request 
v/as  made  for  help,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  personnel, 
the  commander  of  the  Second  Imperial  Guard  Division 
made  it  a  rule  to  comply.  Thereafter,  frcm  1  April 
1944,  the  headquarters  of  the  25th  Army  directly 
administered  these  civilian  Internees’  camps.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Second  Imperial  Guard  Division 
had  been  put  under  an  obligation  to  assist  the  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  construction  of  the  camps,  and  as  to 
supplies.  However,  as  stated  above,  the  division 
had  not  been  responsible  at  all  for  the  administration 
of  these  camps. 


23 


24 


23 


”6,  In  this  last  paragraph  I  would  like  to 
make  a  statement  about  the  military  discipline  and 
morale  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Imperial  Guard  Division, 
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Originally  the  principal  duties  ot  this  division 
were  to  guard  the  Imperial  Palace  and  to  escort 
the  Emperor,  It  was  composed  of  excellent  young 
men  chosen  from  all  over  Japan,  The  statistics  regard¬ 
ing  crime  in  the  army  at  that  time  Indicated  that 
the  25th  Army  was  the  one  whose  discipline  was  the 
most  strict  and  that,  of  all  units,  under  the  25th 
Army,  the  Second  Imperial  Guard  Division  gave  the  best 
shov/ing,  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  complaint 
brought  to  me  by  the  Military  Government  organization 
or  from  the  native  Inhabitants  regarding  any  mis¬ 
conduct  of  members  of  the  Imperial  Guard  Division," 

You  may  cross-examine, 

MR.  LOPEZ*  No  cross-examination,  if  your 
Honor  please, 

MR.  COLE:  May  the  witness  be  excused  on 
the  usual  terms? 

THE  PRESIDENT:  He  is  excused  accordingly. 

(Whereupon,  the  witness  was  excused,) 
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Originally  the  principal  duties  ot  this  division 
were  to  guard  the  Imperial  Palace  and  to  escort 
the  Emperor,  It  was  composed  of  excellent  young 
men  chosen  from  all  over  Japan,  The  statistics  regard 
Ing  crime  in  the  army  at  that  time  Indicated  that 
the  25th  Army  v/as  the  one  whose  discipline  was  the 
most  strict  and  that,  of  all  units,  under  the  25th 
Army,  the  Second  Imperial  Guard  Division  gave  the  best 
shov/lng,  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  complaint 
brought  to  me  by  the  Military  Government  organization 
or  from  the  native  inhabitants  regarding  any  mis¬ 
conduct  of  members  of  the  Imperial  Guard  Division," 

You  may  cross-examine, 

MR.  LOPEZ I  No  cross-examination,  if  your 
Honor  please, 

MR.  COLE:  May  the  witness  be  excused  on 
the  usual  terms? 

TliE  PRESIDENT:  He  is  excused  accordingly. 

(Whereupon,  the  witness  was  excu^d.) 
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I‘E.  COLE;  I  now  offer  in  evidence  the 
sworn  deoosition  of  KUMEGAWA,  Yoshiharu,  together 
with  a  telegran  from  his  doctor  stating  that 
KUMGAWA  is  unable  to  appear  before  the  Tribunal 
at  this  time.  We  obtained  the  telegram  because 
the  illness  of  the  witness  was  so  sudden,  but  we 
later  obtained  a  written  certificate  which  there¬ 
fore  has  been  added. 

Since  a  great  deal  of  emphasis  has  been 
put  on  the  situation  in  the  Philippines  in  the 
months  prior  to  the  surrender,  we  consider  it  of 
the  utraust  importance  to  make  clear  the  state  of 
confusion  and  chaos  during  which  the  alleged 
atrocities  occurred  and  the  utter  impossibility, 
on  the  part  of  this  accused,  of  knowing  of  or  pre¬ 
venting  such  alleged  acts.  We  appreciate  that  this 
Tribunal  does  nox  wish  to  go  into  imnecessary  detail 
with  regard  to  tactical  matters,  and  we  feel  that 
this  affidavit  gives  briefly  the  main  and  important 
facts  of  a  complicated  situation,  a  full  understand¬ 
ing  of  which  is  vital  to  our  defense. 

LOPEZ;  If  the  Tribunal  please,  objec¬ 
tion  is  made  on  the  ground  that  the  witness  is  not 
made  available  for  cross-examination.  We  merely 
advert  the  attention  of  the  Tribunal  to  the  long 
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argument  that  was  advanced,  pro  and  con,  during  the 
discussion  of  similar  matters  on  defense  document 
2786. 

Even  if  he  were  available  for  cross- 
examination,  the  entire  affidavit  is  objected  to 
on  the  gromid  that  it  should  have  been  introduced 
in  the  general  phase.  The  whole  purport  of  the 
affidavit  is  to  show  that  both  General  YAI-JASHITA 
and  General  I.UTO  were  ignorant  of  and  had  nothing 
to  do  y/lth  the  atrocities  in  the  Philippines. 

The  last  paragraph  on  page  5  of  the  defense' 
opening  statement  of  MJTO  reads: 

"The  alleged  atrocities  were  committed 
without  the  slightest  Imowledge  or  approval  of  either 
YAI<iASHITA  or  this  accused  by  troops  which  were  out¬ 
side  YiiJIASEITA' s  power  to  command.  MUTO  was  not  in 
a  position  to  suppress  them,  although  he  did  all 

I 

that  could  be  done.  This  point  has  already  been 
testified  to  by  ICOBAYASHI,  Shujiro,  and  other  wit¬ 
nesses  in  the  general  phase,"  And,  continues  the 
opening  statement;  "We  will  offer  in  support  of  our 
contention  another  witness  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Japanese  staff  in  the  Philippines." 

Thus,  it  is  obvious  to  this  honorable  Tri¬ 
bunal  that  this  matter  was  thoroughly  covered  in  the 
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argument  that  was  advanced,  pro  and  con,  during  the 
discussion  of  similar  matters  on  defense  document 
278£. 

Even  if  he  were  available  for  cross- 
examination,  the  entire  affidavit  is  objected  to 
on  the  ground  that  it  should  have  been  introduced 
in  the  general  chase .  The  whole  purport  of  the 
affidavit  is  to  show  that  both  General  YAJiASHITA 
and  General  IIUTO  were  ignorant  of  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  atrocities  in  the  Philippines. 

The  last  paragraph  on  page  5  of  the  defense' 
opening  statement  of  Ii/IUTO  reads: 

"The  alleged  atrocities  were  committed 
without  the  slightest  Isjiowledge  or  approval  of  either 
YAIoASHITA  or  this  accused  by  troops  which  were  out¬ 
side  YiJiASKITA' s  power  to  command.  MUTO  was  not  in 
a  position  to  suppress  them,  although  he  did  all 
that  could  be  done.  This  point  has  already  been 
testified  to  by  ICOBAYASHI,  Shujiro,  and  other  wit¬ 
nesses  in  the  general  phase,"  And,  continues  the 
opening  statement;  "We  will  offer  in  support  of  our 
contention  another  witness  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Japanese  staff  in  the  Philippines." 

Thus,  it  is  obvious  to  this  honorable  Tri¬ 
bunal  that  this  matter  was  thoroughly  covered  in  the 


33,068 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 


23 


24 

25 


general  phase, 

MR.  COLE:  May  it  please  the  Tribunal, 
nay  I  comment  on  the  first  objection  first,  that  is, 
in  regard  to  the  witness'  present  unavailability. 

As  I  stated  before,  the  witness'  illness  was  sudden, 
and  we  obtained  a  certificate  by  telegraph.  The  • 
follow-UD  certificate  states  that  the  witness  will 
not  be  available  for  sixty  days.  Beyond  that,  I 
have  no  further  comment  except  to  observe  that  his 
present  location  is  in  Shikoku,  which  is  one  of  the 
south-westerly  Japanese  islands. 

With  regard  to  the  objection  that  this 
affidavit  should  have  been  offered  in  the  general 
phase,  counsel  has  already  pretty  well  given  my 
answer  by  saying  that  the  affidavit  is  concerned 
almost  completely  with  the  actions  of  YAMASHITA  and 
General  MTITO.  Those  matters  which  might  conceivably 
affect  other  defendants  were  presented  and  covered 
in  the  general  phase,  but  prosecution  will  hardly 
contend,  I  believe,  that  any  other  defendant  is  con¬ 
cerned  as  intimately  as  General  MUTO  in  the  military 
situation  around  Manila.  That  fact,  if  I  may  say  so, 
sir,  is  borne  out  in  my  mind  by  the  very  fact  that 
Hr.  Lopez  is  the  one  assigned  to  this  particular 
3art  of  the  case. 
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ACTiro  PRESIDENT;  If  this  man  is  recalled 

t 

.as  a  witness,  does  the  prosecution  intend  to  cross- 
examine  him? 

in.  LOPF.Z;  No. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  By  a  majority  vote  of 
the  Court,  the  objection  is  overruled.  The  docu¬ 
ment  will  be  admitted. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Defense  document  2685 
will  receive  exhibit  No.  34-51. 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above 
referred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit 
No.  34^51  and  received  in  evidence.) 

NR.  COLE:  Omitting  the  forma]  portions: 

"I.  I,  KUIEGAWA,  Yoshlharu,  live  at 
Onakadai-IIachi,  Chiba  City  and  am  46  years  old. 

"2.  At  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the 
war,  I  was  a  colonel  and  a  staff  officer  of  the  14th 
Area  Army. 

"3.  On  December  22  of  the  19th  year  of 
Shov/a  (1944),  I  arrived  at  my  post  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  as  a  staff  officer  to  General  YANIASHITA, 
the  Commander  of  the  14th  Area  Army.  I  was  appointed 
the  Senior  Staff  Officer,  in  charge  of  the  Tactical 
Affairs  Section,  succeeding  Colonel  KOBAYASKI  who 
was  then  attached  to  the  Shinbu  Group.'  From  then 
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j  and  until  the  terTrination  of  the  war,  I  was  in 
2  office  in  the  Headquarters  of  the  said  Army  and  was, 
j  nearly  all  the  time,  in  the  same  place  as  General 

4  YAI.lASIilTO  and  Chief  of  Staff  KUTC,  with  whom  I  was 

5  closely  connected.  I  will  make  a  statement  as 

g  m.entioned  below,  according  to  my  firsthand  knowledge, 

7  on  the  intention  and  actions  of  the  Army  Commander 

8  and  on  the  actions  of  Chief  of  Staff  MUTO  concern- 
t)  ing  the  Luzon  operations. 

10  A'hen  I  arrived  at  Manila  on  December 

11  22  of  the  19th  year  of  Showa  (1944),  the  Head- 

12  quarters  of  General  YAtlASHITii  was  located  at  Fort 

13  McKinley.  At  that  time,  a  part  of  the  U.  S.  Army 

14  had  already  landed  at  San  Jose  (abouc  250  kilometers 
l3  south  of  Manila),  I!indoro  Island.  General  lines  of 

16  our  operations  in  Luzon  Island  were  decided  and  every 

17  unit  was  successively  moving  to  each  allotted 

18  position.  General  YAMASKITA,  in  consideration  of 

19  the  future  operations  in  Luzon  Island,  moved  his 

20  Headquarters  to  Ipo,  approximately  30  kilometers 

21  north-northeast  of  fianila,  on  December  26.  As  a 

22  result,  General  YAIYiSHITA  and  Chief  of  Staff  MUTO 

23  never  stayed  in  the  city  of  Manila. 

24  "5*  At  that  time  the  Japanese  Arny  in 

23  Luzon  was  a  small  force,  poorly  equipped,  short  of 
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maneuvering  power  and,  especially  lacking  in  air 
force.  The  U.  S.  Army,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
absolutely  predominant  in  air  force  and  superior 
in  firing  power  and  equipment,  and  had  a  great 
maneuvering  power.  Such  being  the  case,  the  U.  S. 
forces  could  land  at  any  point  at  their  own  choice. 
The  Commander  of  the  Japanese  Army,  accordingly, 
was  at  great  pains  to  infer  the  landing  points  of 
the  U.  £.  forces. 

"The  Command,  in  view  of  the  difference  of 
strength  and  equiument  between  our  army  and  the 
enemy,  had  the  intention  of  evading  decisive  battles 
or.  the  plains  and  of  carrying  out  a  persistent 
struggle,  taking  advantage  of  mountainous  regions. 
If,  when  the  Japanese  forces  had  been  concentrated 
in  the  vicinity  of  I'anila,  the  U.  S.  Army  should 
have  their  main  force  put  ashore  in  the  Bay  of 
Lingaen,  the  Japanese  forces  would  be  forced  to 
fight  in  the  plains,  for  which  their  equipment  was 
unfit,  and  be  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  in  a 
short  time.  Therefore,  the  Commander's  program  was 
that  Hanila  should  be  abandoned  and  the  main  force 
should  be  located  in  northern  Luzon,  that  the  Japa¬ 
nese  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Itanila  shoulo  occupy 
the  mountainous  region  on  the  oast  of  kanila,  that 
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only  the  forces  necessary  to  carry  and  escort  war 
supplies  as  well  as  to  keep  guard  would  be  left  in 
the  city  of  Manila  and  that  the  city  should  be 
evacuated  prior  to  the  entry  by  the  U,  S.  Array, 

"In  removing  his  Headquarters  from  Fort 
r'cKinley  to  Ipo  on  December  26  of  the  19th  year  of 
Showa  (1944),  General  YAM/iSHITA  meant  to  inform  his 
men  by  his  personal  action  of  his  idea  of  abandon¬ 
ing  Manila  City  and  to  hasten  the  snail-paced 
exodus  of  the  forces  out  of  P^^anila  as  well  as  of 
carrying  munitions  out  of  Manila. 

"6.  It  goes  without  saying  that  Manila 
City  was  the  most  important  base  in*  the  Far  East 
for  the  U.  S.  Arm.y,  As  regards  Manila  City  itself, 
however,  there  were  a  great  number  of  wooden  houses 
much  liable  to  take  fire,  the  city  was  tactically 
of  little  effective  value  due  to  the  shallowness  of 
subterranean  water  and,  besides,  the  million  citizens 
were  suffering  extremely  from  a  shortage  of  provisions. 
It  appeared,  accordingly,  to  be  impossible  to  defend 
the  region,  including  the  city. 

"Besides,  it  was  always  in  the  mind  of 
General  YAMASHITA  that  it  was  wrong  to  reduce  the 
sole  civilized  city  in  the  Philippine  Islands  to 
ashes  by  turning  it  into  a  field  of  battle.  Chief 
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of  Staff  MUTO  also  insisted  on  abandonment  of 
Manila. 

"Moreover,  neither  the  Imperial  Head¬ 
quarters  nor  the  Southern  General  Army  ordered 
Manila  City  to  be  defended  to  the  last.  The  Luzon 
operations  were  wholly  left  to  General  YAMASHITyj,' s 
strategy. 
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I  "7.  General  YAI'ASHITA  named  the  Japanese 

I  forces,  which  were  to  occupy  the  position  In  the 

I  mountainous  replon  east  of  Manila,  the  {“himbu  Group  of 
which  Lieutenant  General  YOKOYAfiA,  Rhlzuo  was  ordered 

'  to  take  command.  And  he  dispatched  one  unit  to  the 

j  Batanpas  Peninsula,  ordering  it  to  hold  in  check  the 

i 

enemy's  rush  to  I^anlla.  Then  General  YAF^t^HITA  removed 
the  Headquarters  to  Baguio  on  January  4,  1945. 

"8.  General  YAMAtiHITA  was  rigid  in  commanding 
the  army.  But  the  communication  facilities  of  the 

I 

^  Japanese  army  in  the  Philippine  campaign  were  beyond  all 

I 

comparison  inferior  to  those  of  the  United  states  Army. 

j  Therefore,  express  delivery  of  communications  was  found, 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  operations,  to  be  difficult, 
owing  to  lowered  level  of  ability  of  operators  and 
intricacy  of  ciphers  as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  there 
existed  only  one  wireless  available  in  the  principal 
direction.  After  the  operations  were  opened  the 

;  difficulty  increased  so  extremely  that  onlv  Im- 

I 

!  portant  commands  or  reports  could  be  barely  communicated 
and  any  detailed  information  was  not  reported  at  all. 

"9.  The  naval  for«es  were  independent  until 
the  termination  of  the  war.  However,  the  naval  units  in 
Uanlla  and  other  districts  were  respectively  subjected 
to  the  army  commanders  in  the  districts  concerned. 
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jlmultaneously  with  thp  openinp  of  hostilities,  so  far 
IS  land  fighting  was  concerned.  The  naval  unit  in 
'anila  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
}eneral  Y0K0YA?!A  on  January  5,  1945.  Nevertheless,  the 
fact  was  that  General  YAIlAt^HITA  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  condition  of  the  naval  forces  in  detail  during  the 
lampaign.  Besides,  the  air  forces  were  not  under  the 
command  of  General  YAI'At^KITA  as  before  after  Field 


'arshal  TERAUCHI  left  Manila  about  the  middle  of  Novem¬ 


ber  1944.  It  was  on  January  1,  1945  that  the  air  forces 
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were  placed  under  his  command  for  the  first  time. 

'*10.  No  report  was  made  to  the  Area  Army  Head' 
quarters  of  anyone  in  the  Japanese  Army  having  killed 
^ilJplnos  or  ill-treated  war  prisoners.  General 
yAr'Afc‘HT''’A  and  Chief  of  f^taff  liUTO  were  utterly  ignorant 
3f  such  fact.  General  YAHAt'HITA,  who  had  been  in  the 
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J7ar  Ministry  for  a  long  period,  was  conversant  with 
jiaws  and  regulations.  He  was  also  so  rigid  as  to 
military  discipline  that,  had  he  been  Informed  of  such 
a  fact,  he  would  have  severely  punished  anyone  concerned. 
He  never  ordered  murder  or  ill-treatment  to  be  committed. 

"11.  General  YAMAJ-HITA  and  Chief  of  btaff  I'UTO 
were  always  in  the  same  place  except  when  the  latter 
went  out  to  inspect  the  front  line  now  and  then.  At 
Port  McKinley,  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  .‘^taff  was 
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situated  next  to  that  of  the  Commander.  At  Baguio,  the 
two  were  In  the  saro^  room.  After  the  building  was 
bombed  they  lived  In  the  same  air-raid  shelter.  After 
they  roved  to  Banban  toward  the  end  of  April,  they  used 
on^:*  desk  In  common,  fuch  being  the  case.  Chief  of  t'taff 
MUTO  was  well  aware  of  the  plans  o^  General  YAI'AyHITA, 

But  when  he  happened  to  find  anything  uncertain  In  the 
intention  of  the  Commander,  on  the  occasion,  for  instance 
of  the  meeting  of  the  staff  officers  alone,  he  made  it 
a  rule  either  to  go  to  ask  the  Commander  about  It  or 
to  reserve  the  decision  and  give  Instructions  later  on. 

"12.  The  Chief  of  i^taff  was  not  Invested  with 
the  authority  of  deciding  principal  matters.  Chief  of 
.‘“■taff  !OT0  was  most  faithful  to  this  rule  and  gave  no 
order  to  any  unit.  There  were  some  matters  of  routine 
work  which  lay  within  the  comnetence  of  the  Chief  of 
j?taff.  As  for  such  matters,  the  Commander  often  gave 
his  vlev/s  as  he  shared  the  room  with  I'.UTO  and  heard 
about  such  matters. 

"General  YAUAi^HITA  was  In  such  good  health 
that  illness  never  prevented  him  from  doing  duty  even 
a  single  day." 

I  next  offer  in  evidence  defense  documents 
2805  and  2806.  These  are  excerpts  from  General  Marshall '|s 
report,  exhibit  2765.  These  very  brief  excerpts  confirm 
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the  mntters  described  in  the  affidavit  of  KUMEGA./A,  and 
from  a  source  which  can  hardly  be  questioned. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Defense  document  2805  will 
receive  exhibit  No.  ?452.  Defense  document  2806  will 

receive  exhibit  No.  3'^53» 

(Y/hereupon,  the  documents  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  were  marked  defense  exhibit  No. 

3452  and  No..  3453  respectively  and  received 
in  evidence.) 

?!R.  COLE  (Reading)*  '"Excerpt  from  the  book 
entitled  '*1110  TFinning  of  the  ’/ar  in  Europe  and  the 
Pacific.'  General  Marshall's  Report.  Page  74: 

"In  the  six  days  of  the  great  naval  action  the 
Japanese  position  in  the  Philippines  had  become  ex- 

0 

tremely  critical.  Most  of  the  serviceable  elements  of 
the  Japanese  Navy  had  been  committed  to  the  battP.o  with 
disastrous  results.  The  strike  had  miscarried,  and 
General  MaeArthur' s  land  vvedge  was 'firmly  implanted  in 
the  vulnerable  flank  of  the  enemy.  TBRAUCHI  no  longer 
byad  an  effective  fleet  to  cover  his  forces  in  tfce 
Philippines  or  his  communications  to  the  empire  of 
!^alay‘sia  so  easily  cvhquerod  two- and  nno-hnlf  years 
before.  There  wore  260,000  Japanese  troops  scattered 
over  the  Philippines  but  roost  of  thorn  might  as  well  have 
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been  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  so  far  as  the 
enemy's  ability  to  shift  them  to  meet  the  American 
thrusts  was  concerned.  If  General  MacArthur  succeeded 
in  pstablishinp  himself  in  the  Visayas  v/here  he  could 
stage,  exploit,  and  spread  under  cover  of  overi^helralng 
naval  and  air  superiority,  nothing  could  prevent  him 
from  overrunning  the  Philippines." 

Exhibit  ?4535 

"Pages  7?  and  78: 

"No  opportunity  was  overlooked  to  conceal  this 
bold  plan  from  the  Japanese.  (Vhlle  the  assault  force 
was  proceeding  up  the  west  ceast  of  Luzon,  Kenney's 
planes  and  the  guerrillas  under  HacArthur's  direction 
concentrated  on  the  destruction  of  roads,  bridges,  and 
tunnels  to  prevent  General  YAJ.At-‘HITA  from  shifting  forces 
to  meet  the  assault.  The  guerrillas  In  southern  Luzon 
conducted  noisy  demonstrations  to  divert  Japanese  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  south.  Navy  mine  sweepers  swept  the  Balayan, 
Batangas,  and  Tayabas  Bays  on  the  south  coast  of  Luzon. 
Landing  ships  and  merchantmen  approached  the  beaches 
until  they  drew  fire,  then  slipped  out  under  cover  of 
night.  United  ttates  transport  planes  flew  over 
Bataneas  and  Tayabas  and  dropped  dummies  to  slnxlate  an 
airborne  Invasion.  The  Tokyo  radio  reported  that 
American  troops  v/ere  trying  to  land  on  Luzon  but  had 
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been  driven  off.  Japanese  forces  on  the  island,  har¬ 
assed  by  guerillas  and  by  air,  drove  north,  south,  east 
and  west  in  confusion,  became  tangled  in  traffic  Jams  on 
the  roads,  and  generally  dissipated  what  chance  they 
might  have  had  to  repel  the  landing  force.  On  9  January 
the  United  i^tates  t'ixth  Army  now  composed  of  the  I  and 
XIV  Corns,  hit  the  beaches  in  Lingayen  Gulf.  By  night¬ 
fall,  68,000  troops  were  ashore  and  in  control  of  a 
1^-mlle  beachhead,  6,000  yards  deep. 

"The  landing  had  caught  every  major  hostile 
combat  unit  in  motion  with  the  exception  of  the  23rd 
Infantry  Division  to  the  southeast  of  the  beachhead  in 
the  central  Luzon  plain  and  its  supporting  58th  in¬ 
dependent  mixed  brigade  25  miles  to  the  north  of 
Lingayen  Gulf.  YA?!A^HITA's  inability  to  cope  with 
General  UecArthur's  swift  moves, /his  desired  reaction 
to  the  deception  measures,  the  guerillas,  and  General 

I 

Kenney's  aircraft  combined  to  place  the  Japanese  in  an 
impossible  situation.  The  enemy  v/as  forced  into  a  .piece¬ 
meal  commitment  of  his  troops.  The  Japanese  10th  and 
105th  Divisions  in  the  Manila  area  which  were  to  secure 
Highway  No.  5  f'n  the  eastern  edge  of  the  central  Luzon 
plain  failed  to  arrive  in  time.  The  brunt  of  defending 
this  v^ithdrawal  road  to  the  north  fell  to  the  2nd  Japan¬ 
ese  Armored  Division  which  seemingly  should  have  been 
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defending  the  road  to  Clark  Field," 

* 

”’e  nov-'  call  the  accused  MUTO  who  will  testify 

■ 

in  his  own  behalf. 

3 

4 

1 

j 

A  K  I  H  A  MUTO,  an  accused,  being  first  duly 

5 

6 

sworn,  testified  through  Japanese  interpreters 

as  follows: 

7 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION 

8 

, 

BY  MR.  COLE: 

9 

Q  You  are  the  accused  IIUTO,  Akira? 

10 

A  Yes,  I  am. 

11 

I!R.  COLE:  May  I  ask  that  General  ilUTO  be 

12 

13 

shovm  defense  document  2679? 

14 

("/hereupon,  a  document  was  handed 

13 

to  the  witness.) 

• 

16 

Q  Is  the  document  which  you  are  examining  your 

17 

sworn  deposition,  signed  and  sv/orn  toby  you? 

18 

A  Yes. 

1 

19 

I  ask  you  whether  all  the  matters  discussed 

2o 

therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  be¬ 

21 

lief. 

22 

A  The  contents  are  all  true. 

23 

JiR.  COLE:  I  ®ffer  defense  document  2679  in 

24 

evidence . 

25 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

_ 
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CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  '  Defense  document  2^79 
will  receive  exhibit  No.  34-54-. 

(V/hereupon,  the  document  above  re-  i 

f erred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  No.  : 

I 

3454-  and  received  in  evidence.)  * 

MR.  COLE:  Omitting  the  formal  portions: 

"1.  From  1922,  a  lieutenant  at  that  time,  I 
served  at  the  office  of  Inspector  Gener.al  of  Ivllitary 
Training  and  v;as  engaged  in  revision  of  drill  manuals, 
drill  standards,  etc.,  in  accordance  ’vith  changes  in 
tactics  after  the  first  ’Yorld  <Var.  My  service  there  * 
continued  until  1929  though  I  became  ill  in  January  of  1 

I 

1928.  From  that  time  I  was  in  poor  health 'and  spent 
half  of  the  year  of  1929  on  sick  leave.  In  December  of 
the  same  year,  however,  I  v/as  ordered  to  enter  the  ttaffi 
College  as  a  cost-graduate  student,  '^fhat  is  called  the  | 

cost-graduate  plan  at  the  I'^taff  College  is  the  system  ! 

i 

under  which  ten  officers  are  selected  from  among  majors 

I 

and  lieutenant-colonels  who  have  already  graduated  from  , 
the  college  for  the  purcose  of  studying  higher  strategy  j 
and  tactics  for  one  year.  My  rank  at  that  time  was  that 
of  major.  My  assignment  was  to  study  the  fundamental 
thoughts  of  Klausewltz  and  t^UNTZU  in  order  to  make  a 
comparison  between  European  and  Oriental  thought  in  the 
natters  of  tactics  and  strategy,  ^uch  being  the  case. 
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concerning  the  Incident  in  which  Field  Marshal  Chang, 
bo-lin  vms  killed  by  a  bomb  at  Mukden  at  that  time,  I 
learned  it  onlv  through  nev/soaDers. 

"2.  In  November  of  1930,  I  was  attached  to  the 
Cfeneral  .‘=>taff  and  ordered  to  serve  at  the  2nd  f-ection 
ther<^,  which  corresnonded  to  G-2  in  the  United  i‘-tates 
Array.  However,  as  I  was  still  not  in  good  health,  I 
took  a  more  or  less  leisurely  nost  at  the  European  cost 
there.  In  August  of  19?1,  I  v/as  transferred  to  the  1st 
Section  to  do  v;ork  on  line  of  communications  matters. 

At  that  time,  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  attempted 
to  revise  the  regulations  concerning  line  of  communica¬ 
tions  matters  on  the  basis  of  experiences  during  the 
First  "/orld  ’Var  and,  os  the  work  was  not  yet  finished, 
he  ordered  me  to  make  the  compilation. 

"Meanv/hile,  the  so-called  Manchurian  Incident 
broke  out  in  September  of  the  same  year  and  the  General 
Staff  was  in  a  tension  for  a  while.  However,  the  strength 
which  was  actually  ordered  to  move  was  only  one  brigade, 
despatched  from  Korea  to  reinforce  the  Kv/antung  Army, 
so  we,  in  the  line  of  communications  branch,  were  not 
especiallv  busy,  and  I  could  continue  my  work  of  compil¬ 
ing  the  regulations  on  line  of  communications  business. 

I 

My  work  crntinued  to  March  1932.  On  comnletion  of  my  j 


v/ork  I  was  ordered  to  serve  at  the  2nd  Branch  again 
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I  Iparnod  that  a  society  called  ’ fokurakal '  existed  at 
that  time,  but  I  was  not  n  meiaber  of  It,  nor  had  I  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  It. 

"3.  In  March  of  1934,  I  v/as  transferred  to  the 
1st  Infantry  Regiment.  Prior  to  this,  in  August  1933, 

I  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel.  As  it  was  pro¬ 
vided  that  a  regimental  commander  should  be  a  colonel, 

I  acted  there  as  an  assistant  for  the  regimental  com¬ 
mander. 
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"4,  Next,  I  v/as  transferred  to  the  I^ilitary 
Administration  Section,  I'illtary  Affairs  Bureau,  "'ar 
I’inistry,  in  ’''arch  of  1935  and  was  there  until  June 
of  the  follov/irp  year,  during  v/hlch  period,  concur¬ 
rently  with  my  regular  duties,  I  taught  about  army 
institutions  as  a  tutor  in  the  /.rmy  College,  During 
this  period  an  incident  I  especially  remember  v/as  a 
riot  by  young  officers  which  broke  out  on  February 
26th  of  that  year.  They  murdered  se^'eral  senior 
statesmen  and  occupied  the  bulldlnrs  of  the  ’’’ar 
irinistry,  the  General  Staff,  the  Diet,  the  I'etropol- 
Itan  Police,  etc.  At  that  time  I  worked  hard,  day 
and  night,  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  '7ar 
Hlnlstry,  for  suppression  of  the  riot  and  dealing 
with  the  aftermath  of  t»^e  Incident,  I  further  learned 
that  my  name  was  listed  in  the  second  assassination 
list  afterwards.  This  v/os  because  I  had  hitherto 
opposed  ti-e  movement  of  the  young  officers. 

"5.  In  June  of  1936,  I  v/as  appointed  a  staff 
officer  of  the  Kwantunr  Army  and  put  in  charge  of 
information  as  Chief  of  the  Second  Section,  the 
Operations  Department  of  the  same  ar.jy,  I*y  service 
as  such  stafi  officer  continued  up  to  Jarch  1937  or 
approximately  eight  months.  In  /.ugust  of  1936  I  was 
promoted  to  colonel.  TAMAKA,  Ryuklchl,  who  has 
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appeared  as  a  witness  before  this  Tribunal,  v/as  at 
that  time  my  subordinate  as  a  senior  lieutenant  colonel, 

"6,  In  Merc**  1937  T  was  transferred  to  the 
General  Staff  and  came  to  take  charge  of  operation, 
organization,  etc.,  as  Chief  of  the  Second  Section 
under  the  command  of  the  Chief  of  the  First  Division. 
However,  it  was  in  the  middle  part  of  Karch  that  I 
arrived  at  my  post,  when  the  operation  plan  for  1937 
had  already  been  drawn  up.  So  I  made  a  study  of  the 

t 

following  year's  plan, 

"As  to  the  operations  plan  concerning  China  at 
that  time  —  in  regard  to  that,  I  have  found  that  my 
answer  to  the  interrogation  made  by  the  prosecutor 
was  incorrectly  understood  in  that  I  v/as  supposed  to 
have  answered  to  the  prosecutor  as  if  t’-ere  had  been 
at  that  time  a  unified  operational  plan  for  an  over-all 
v/ar  against  China.  The  operational  plan  with  regard  to 
China,  as  to  which  I  spoke  at  the  time,  was  the  plan 
for  a  partial  despatch  of  armed  forces  to  China  for 
protection  of  Japanese  residents  in  North  or  Central 
China.  Therefore,  when  an  incident  broke  out  in  North 
China  in  July  of  1^37,  the  said  plan  could  not  be  put 
into  practice,  "'hat  the  General  Staff  had  planned  was 
merely  reinforcement  of  the  Japanese  Stationing  Forces 
in  China  to  protect  Japanese  residents  in  case  an 
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appeared  as  a  witness  before  this  Tribunal,  was  at 
that  time  my  subordinate  as  a  senior  lieutenant  colonel, 

"6.  In  Iferc**  1937  I  was  transferred  to  the 

General  Staff  and  came  to  take  charge  of  operation, 

organization,  etc.,  as  Chief  of  the  Second  Section 

under  the  command  of  the  Chief  of  the  First  Division. 

However,  it  was  in  the  middle  part  of  Karch  that  I 

arrived  at  my  post,  when  the  operation  plan  for  1937 

had  already  been  drawn  up.  So  I  made  a  study  of  the 

0 

following  year's  plan, 

"As  to  the  operations  plan  concerning  China  at 
that  time  —  in  regard  to  that,  I  have  found  that  my 
answer  to  the  Interrogation  made  by  the  prosecutor 
was  Incorrectly  understood  in  that  I  v/as  supposed  to 
have  answered  to  the  prosecutor  as  if  f'ere  had  been 
at  that  time  a  unified  operational  plan  for  an  over-all 
v/ar  against  China,  The  operational  plan  with  regard  to 
China,  as  to  which  I  spoke  at  the  time,  was  the  plan 
for  a  partial  despatch  of  armed  forces  to  China  for 
protection  of  Japanese  residents  in  North  or  Central 
China.  Therefore,  when  an  Incident  broke  out  in  North 
China  in  July  of  1Q37,  the  said  plan  could  not  be  put 
into  practice,  "'hat  the  General  Staff  had  planned  was 
merely  reinforcement  of  the  Japanese  Stationing  Forces 
in  China  to  protect  Japanese  residents  in  case  an 


Incident  broke  out  in  and  around  Peking  and  Tientsin, 
However,  the  situation  v/as  completely  different,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  make  another  studv  of  it.  I 
took  these  tasks  by  order  of  my  director, 

"7.  In  the  latter  part  of  October  1^37,  I  went 
to  Shanghai  under  the  order  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  to 
observe  the  military  situation  of  the  Japanese  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Army  there,  ”<11116  I  v/as  making  this  observation 
trip  there,  around  November  4,  the  Tenth  Army,  under 
command  of  Lt,  General  YANAGA7A,  landed  at  Hangchow  Bay 
accordlnf'  to  the  plan  of  the  General  Staff,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Headquarters  of  the  Central  Chinese  Area 
Army  ’./as  established,  and  Genera]  J^ATSUI,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Expcdltlonary^Army  at  Shanghai,  came  to 
•-old  simultaneously  the  post  of  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Central  China  Area  army  and  to  command  concurrently 
the  ^podltlonary  Army  at  Shanghai  and  the  Tenth  Army, 

I  was  appointed  an  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  General 
KATSHI  without  returning  to  Tokyo, 

."The  operations  duties  of  General  I-ATSni  v/ere 
to  protect  the  lives  and  proportv  of  Japanese  residents 
by  driving  back  the  Chinese  forces  around  Sharphsl. 


h 
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"8.  By  thnt  tirfe,  Gonrral  HATSUI  had  not  yet 

2 

been  given  the  function  of  occupying  ‘‘’anking.  It  vas 

3 

the  first  of  December  that  the  order  to  occupy  Nanking 

4 

was  received  from  the  Imperial  Headquarters.  Then 

5 

General  ITATSni  ordered  the  Expeditionary  Army  at 

1 

6 

Shanghai  and  the  Tenth  Army  to  proceed  to  attack  Nanking. 

7 

The  headquarters  of  General  J^ATS^’I  v.'as  in  the  suburbs 

1 

1 

i  , 

8 

of  Shanghai  City,  and  went  for’./nrd  to  Soochow  around 

1 

1 

( 

1 

1 

j 

9 

5  December.  It  was  around  7  December  that  the  newly 

10 

appointed  Commander  in  Chief  took  over,  and  General 

i 

11 

KATSUI  was  relieved  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

1 

1 

12 

Expeditionary  Array  at  Shanghai  and  thus  came  to  act 

! 

13 

solely  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Central  China  Area 

i 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Army . 

15 

'•Receivinr,  ab'^^ut  8  December,  the  report  that 

1 

1 

1 

• 

16 

our  vanguards  had  advanced  over  the  line  of  Mapanshan 

1 

17 

and  wore  approaching  Nanking,  General  f'ATSUI  gave 

18 

19 

orders  as  follov/s; 

1 

1 

"(1)  The  first  lino  shall  remain  within  a 

1 

1 

20 

limit  of  3  or  4  kilometers  outside  the  city  of  Nanking. 

21 

"(2)  In  order  to  advise  the  guards  in  the  city 

22 

of  Nanking  to  surrender,  leaflets  would  bo  scattered  by 

23 

24 

elrplf nes. 

1 

25 

"(3)  If  t»'o  Chinese  forces  sui^render,  both 

armies  (the.  Expeditionary  ..rmy  at  Shanghai  and  the 

1 1 

^^1 

1 
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"8,  By  thot  time,  General  ITATSUI  had  not  yet 
been  given  the  function  of  occupying  ‘’onking.  It  vas 
the  first  of  December  that  the  order  to  occupy  Nanking 
v/as  received  from  the  Imperial  Headquarters.  Then 
General  ITATSHI  ordered  the  Expeditionary  Army  at 
Shanghai  and  the  Tenth  Army  to  proceed  to  attack  Nanking. 
The  headquarters  of  General  /^ATST’I  mbs  in  the  suburbs 
of  Shanghai  City,  and  v/ent  for'..ard  to  Soochov/  around 
5  December,  It  v.-as  around  7  December  that  the  nev/ly 
appointed  Commander  in  Chief  took  over,  and  General 
HA TSUI  was  relieved  cs  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Expeditionary  Army  at  Shanghai  and  thus  come  to  act 
solely  PS  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Ccntrol  China  Area 
Army . 

'•Receiving,  ab'^ut  8  December,  the  report  that 
our  vanguards  had  advanced  over  the  line  of  Hapanshan 
and  v’cre  approaching  Nanking,  General  MATSUI  gave 
orders  as  follov/s: 

"(1)  The  first  lino  shall  remain  within  a 
limit  of  3  or  4  kilometers  outside  the  city  of  Nanking, 

"(2)  In  order  to  advise  the  guards  in  the  city 
of  Nanking  to  surrender,  leaflets  would  be  scattered  by 
olrplf nes. 

"(3)  If  t»'o  Chinese  forces  su'^render,  both 
armies  (the  Expeditionary  ..rmy  at  Shanghai  and  the 
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irom  cacn  division  to  enter  tho  city  of  Nanking,  and 
they  shall  take  charpc  of  preserving  public  peace  in 
the  areas  allotted  to  them,  and  the  main  forces  shall 
remain  outside  the  city  of  Nanking,  Foreign  rights  and 
interests,  specirlly  Indicated,  shall  be  protected, 
in  case  the  Chin'^se  forces  should  not 
surrender  by  non  of  10  December,  the  city  of  Nanking 
shall  be  attached;  provided,  hov'eVer,  that  even  in 
such  case  the  units  to  enter  tho  city  shall  act  in 

ith  tho  preceding  items ,. maintain  strict 
lilitary  discipline  and  morale,  and  secure  the  public 
)eace  quickly, 

"These  orders  v.ero  delivered  to  the  headquarters 
'f  both  armies  by  Chief  of  Staff  TSUKADA,  v/ho  ^7ent 
erscnally  to  both  offices,  accompanied  by  two  or 

Viree  staff  officers.  As  the  Chinese  forces  did  not 
Uriender ,  the  attack  nn  — j  ^ _ 
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Suprome  Comraonder  of  the  Navy,  In  the-  formal  entry  to 
te  held  on  17  December.  Then  an  airfield  v.-as  built 
hurriedly  in  pnddy-fields  in  the  suburbs  of  Soochow, 
and  ho  went  to  Koujung  by  a  small  airplane  on  15 
December  ^'nd  then  got  to  Tcnshuichen  by  cor, 

"After  the  formal  entry  at  Nrnklng  was  held  on 
17  December,  Gcnerol  fV.TSTTI  heard  for  the  first  time 
from  Chief  of  Staff  TSUKaDA  that  most  of  the  units  had 
entered  tht.  city  against  the  commander's  order;  that, 
following  the  entry  of  the  units,  plunder  and  rape 
cases  occurred  there.  Concerning  this  matter,  it  is 
stated  in  the  prosecutors'  Interrogatory  to  me  that 
General  It.TSUI  had  beer  blamed  by  his  staff  for  these 
i  cases,  but  this  is  complete  misinterpretation.  I  meant 
that  General  y.  TSUI  himself  got  very  angry  at  those 
cases,  by  the  honorific  expression  in  Japanese  as 
follows:  'Sore  o  kllte  IIATSUI  ta.lsho  ge  okorareta . '  v 

(TN:  This  means  'General  IV.TSUI  got  angry  to  hear  It.') 

"General  MATSUI  ordered  both  commanders  to  with¬ 
draw  promptly  out  of  the  city  all  forces  except  the 
strength  necessary  for  -'uard  of  Nanking,  and  strictly 
to  malnt?>ln  military  discipline  and  mor^’le,  I  under¬ 
stand  that  both  commanders  executed  this  order.  How¬ 
ever,  the*  withdrawal  of  the  units  out  of  the  city  of 
Nanking  v/a.s  delayed  c  little  because  Chinese  forces 
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Supreme  Commnr.dcr  of  the  Navy,  In  the  formal  entry  to 
te  held  on  17  December.  Then  an  airfield  vas  built 
hurriedly  in  paddy-fields  in  the  suburbs  of  Soochow, 
and  he  went  to  Koujung  by  a  small  airplane  on  l^' 
December  end  then  got  to  Tenshuichen  by  car. 

"After  the  formal  entry  at  Nanking  was  held  on 
17  December,  General  MATSTTI  heard  for  the  first  time 
from  Chief  of  Staff  TSUKaDA  that  roost  of  the  units  had 
entered  the  city  against  the  commander's  order;  that. 
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following  the  entry  of  the  units,  plunder  and  rape 
cases  occurred  there.  Concerning  this  matter,  it  is 
stated  in  the  prosecutors'  interrogatory  to  me  that 
General  I^^TSUI  had  been  blamed  by  his  staff  for  these 
cases,  but  this  is  complotc  misinterpretation.  I  meant 
that  General  TSUI  himself  got  very  angry  at  these 
cases,  by  the  honorific  expression  in  Japanese  as 
follows:  'Sore  o  kllte  ?IATSUI  talsho  ga  okorarota.' 

(TN:  This  means  'General  Ni^TSUI  got  angry  to  hear  it.’) 

"General  MATSUI  ordered  both  commanders  to  with¬ 
draw  promptly  out  of  the  city  all  forces  except  the 
strength  necessary  for  ''uard  of  Nanking,  and  strictly 
to  maintain  military  discipline  and  mor^'le.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  both  commanders  executed  this  order.  How¬ 
ever,  the  withdrawal  of  the  units  out  of  the  city  of 
Nanking  v;a.s  delayed  a  little  because  Chinese  forces 
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wore  burning  buildings,  cplling  such  rctiona  »ClC‘rning 
Operations';  rnd  besides  tburc  v;!i?  little  vmter  to 
drink. 

"I'y  office,  ns  mentioned  above,  '^es  ..ssistant 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Central  Chine  /.roe  Army,  The 
functions  of  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  (v/hich  are 
provided  for  in  the  Rlpher  Headquarters  Service  Regu¬ 
lations)  v;orc  to  assist  the  Chief  of  Staff  and  chiefly 
to  ret  as  ^n  intermediary  to  coordinate  work  of  other 
organs,  etc.  in  rapl-ccmcnt  of •personnel ,  supplies  or 
provisions,  arms  and  nmnunltion,  etc,,  so  that  these 
matters  might  be  cri’riod  out  smoothly.  The  Assistant 
Chief  of  Staff  was  partial  •''ssistant  for  the  Chief  of 
Staff  and  had  no  power  to  mj'ke  a  decision  at  all. 
Moreover,  the  duties  were  not  to  maintain  military 
discipline  and  morale.  During  my  stay  at  Honking  I 
made  investigations,  by  order  of  the  Chief  of  Staff , 
on  the  camping  capacity  outside  the  city  of  Nanking, 
and  engaged  in  the.  work  of  v.ithdrav/inp  the  soldiers 
from  the  city. 

"No'..',  v^s  for  Genera]  IV.TSUI,  after  he  stayed 
nt  Nanking  for  four  or  five  days  --  it  was  my  wrong 
recollection  that  1  rnswerod  to  the  intcrroaa.tion  of 
the  prosecutor  that  ho  stayed  there  for  n  week  —  he, 
follov.od  by  staff  officers,  returned  to  the  headquarters 
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pt  Fhenrhpi  ''bout  December  21.  I  rlpo  ’.:ent  bock  to 
Shnnpbri.  It  '  as  bccrusn  he  »''cd  another  duty  of 
reducing  Hrngchov;.  ..fter  tho  formal  entry  at  ranking, 
General  y;.KAG/;'.7  ,  tho  Comna.ndor  of  the  Tenth  Army, 
turned  and  forwarded  his  army  to  Hangcho'.;,  and  the 
101st  Division  which  remain''d  near  Shanghai  was  also 
m''rching  toward  "rngcho’.v.  Therefore,  General  Il/TSUI 
retuarod  hurriedly  to  Shanghai  to  command  these  forces. 
Tho  Chinese  forces  at  Hangchow  retreated  v/ithout 
fighting,  so  Japs  nose  forces  captured  it  v/lthout 

bloodshed  about  Dreenber  PA. 

*'9,  Towards  t^o  fjrst  part  of  February  193^, 
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the  Imperiol  Hcadouarters  reduced  the  strength  of 
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Janoncse  forces  in  Cortral  China  to  a.bout  six  divisions, 
abolished  the  Central  China  Area  Army,  the  Expeditionary 
i.rny  at  Shanghai  and  the  Tenth  /.rmv,  and  left  only 
tho  Expeditionary  /.rmy  in  Centro]  China.  Then  General 
IVTSUI,  ’I.I.D.  iS.X.,  Lt.  General  YAH/.G;.'";.  and  a 
majority  of  staff  officers  returned  home  and  General 
HAT/,  camo  as  the  new  Comm''nder  in  Chief.  I  remained 
there  as  ..ssistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  General  Hi.TA. 

”10.  E?.rly  in  July  1938  I  ’-as  transferred  to 
the  post  of  Vice  Chief  of  Staf^'  of  tho  North  China 
;roa  /rmy,  I'-ft  the  Central  China  Expeditionary  Forces 
and  moved  to  Peiping.  I  remained  '’t  tho  post  until 
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October  1939.  Count  46  tnkes  up  th>'  rtt"ck  on  Canton 
on  21  October  1938  and  chrrgcs  pc  on  this  account. 
Ho-ever,  the  rttrek  v;as  carried  out  by  n  unit  v.'tich 
had  no  r-'lntion  with  the  North  China  /roe  Army,  and 
I  had  no  connection  with  it.  The  same  cm  bo  said  about 
the  attack  on  the  city  of  Pankov/  v/hlch  took  place 
around  27  October  1.038  and  v/hic*'  is  mentioned  in 
Count  47.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,  likewise. 

The  »Khalkin-Gol'  River  case  ’"hich  occurred  in  the 
summer  of  1939  and  which  appears  in  Count  26  is  a  case 
which  I  had  no  connection  with,  because  it  broke  out 
when  I  was  still  attached  to  the  North  China  i.rea  Army 
in  Peiping,  and  beer  use  it  wns  carried  out  by  a  unit 
v/hich  had  no  connection  with  the  North  China  Area  j  rmy. 

"11.  In  October  1939  I  took  office  as  Chief 
of  the*  Military  Affairs  Buroru  of  the  ’"ar  Ministry, 
and,  at  the  same  time  or  immodletoly  aft(r,  v;as  appointed 
CJ  icf  Secretary  of  the  Guprono  ”.’ar  Council  and  secre¬ 
taries  or  councillors  of  about  ton  kinds.  But  those 
concurrent  posts  wore  those  v/hich  automat ically 
follov/ed  the  position  of  the  Chief  of  the  Military 
Affairs  Bureau,  ^nd  no  spcci-1  implications  are 
attached  to  it, 

"I  occupied  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Military 
Affairs  Bure'-u  from  October  1939  to  /prll  1942,  but 


I 


niTo 


DIRECT 


33,093 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

y 

10 

11 

12 

13 

U 

13 

16 

17 

18 
IV 
20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


ro  ch-infcs  verc  porc'. ivnblc  rs  for  tbo  duti&s  of  the 
Militnry  ..ffrlrs  Purcru  dur:*nr  this  prriod.  But  In 
July  1940,  ^ftcr  the  Second  KONOYE  Cabinet  was  formed, 
the  authority  of  th':  Cabinet  Information  Board  was 
strengthened,  and  such  things  as  censorship  of 
natters  connected  with  the  /rmy,  which  had  hitherto 
been  carried  out  by  the  Intelligence  Division  of  the 
■**r.r  I!inistrv,  were  all  transferred  to  the  new  Cabinet 
Inforn''tion  Board." 

ACTING  PRESIDENT  I  This  is  a  good  place  to  stop, 
■■'e  will  adjourn  until  1:30. 

(■■/hereupon,  nt  1200,  a  recess 
’./as  taken.) 


33 <094 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  Tribunal  met,  pursuant  to  recess,  at  1330. 

MARSHAL  0^  THE  COURT:  The  International 
Jlilitary  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  Is  no-/  resumed. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  The  Tribunal  has  appointed 
the  Honorable  Hr.  Justice  NorthcroTt  Commissioner  to 
take  the  testimony  of  ISHII,  AMho.  The  hearing  ;7lll 
bo  hold  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Commissioner 
may  designate. 


Mr.  Cole. 
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;  A  K  I  R  A - H  -U-T^  0^  an  accused-j — i^ea^iwed— fehe  s  tand - 

1  and  testified  through  Japanese  interpreters  as 

2  follows : 

5  DIRECT  EXAIIINATION 

4  HR.  COLE:  I  continue  reading  ^yith 

5  paragraph  12: 

"1?.  Even  ^7hen  I  took  office  as  the  Chief 
^  of  the  T?ilitary  Affairs  Bureau,  I  kner/  nothing  of 
®  political  or  diplomatic  problems,  Ho'-^ever,  as  I  had 
^  previously  served  in  Central  and  North  China  for  about 
tv70  years,  I  had  some  oplniors  concerning  Chinese 

1 1  • 

affairs.  It  was  my  tentative  opinion  that  among  the 

12 

five  hundred  million  people  in  China,  there  was  rising 

13 

a  racial  consciousness  of  tremendous  vigor,  and  now 

14 

the  China  Incident  v/as  assuming  the  form  of  racial 

15 

war}  that  its  nucleus  was  Mr.  Chlang  Kai-shek;  that 

the  Chinese  Questions  would  not  be  solved  with  the  1 

17  *  ! 

old  views  maintained  regarding  China  by  the  so-called 

I 

erperts  on  China;  that  the  longer  the  China  Incident  1 
2y  continued,  the  harder  the  settlement  would  be;  that  j 

21  we  should  work  out  at  once  a  plan  of  solution  to  deal  j 

22  ”ith  the  Chiang  regime,  breaking  tho  past  impasse  and 

23  to  h’Tmoni2!c  the  relations  betv/cen  Japan,  the  United 

I 

24  fitates  and  Britain, 

25  "I  had  no  special  connections  v/lth  the  National 
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I  xnstiT.ute,  un  I jT  ipoir  v'nat  my  predecessor 

!  told  me,  I  regarded  the  institute  ps  a  mlddle-of-the- 
;  road,  organization  of  intellectual  civilians,  bene¬ 
ficial  because  it  permitted  knov/lng  the  opinions  of 
civilian  circles.  Although  Hr.  YATSUGI,  the  Chief 
,  Secretary  of  the  Institute  Society,  gave  evidence 
that  I  had  addressed  the  institute  a  Ten  times,  this 
is  his  erroneous  memory,  Tever  once  did  I  shov.'  up 
I  there  to  r^ake  an  address.  Indeed,  I  v.'as  asked  time 
and  a"ain  to  address  the  group  after  I  returned  from 
China,  but  I  refused.  Only  onco  —  I  remember  it  y/as 
around  February  or  Tarch  1940  I  ^7as  invited  to  luncheon 
by  the  leaders  of  the  group,  and  v/ent  there.  Then, 
after  lunch,  I  v/as  strongly  requested  to  speak  some¬ 
thing  and  stated  my  personal  opinions  concerning 
China,  for  about  ton  minutes.  This  is  the  only  time  ’ 
when  I  ’-ave  ever  visited  the  institute.  Concerning 
the  ITatlonal  Policy  Institute,  there  v/as  another 
affair,  which  I  shaU  mention.  Though  I  do  not 
remember  the  date  clearly,  Baron  OIOJRA  paid  a  visit 
I  to  me  in  the  autumn  of  1941  and  after  explaining  about 

f 

ithe  financial  difficultlos  of  the  Motional  Policy 
Institute,  made  a  request  for  subsidies  from  the 
x'oreign.  War  and  Navy  Hlnis tries.  Then  in  accordance 
'vltn  the  procedure  to  be  follo^/ed  v’hen  v'e  rece5.ve  a 
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request  of  the  kind,  I  told  the  Vico  Ilinister  about 
It,  and  he  approved  it,  and  then  the  subsidies 
amounting  to  ¥20,000  v;ero  granted.  I  do  not  knov/  for 
v/hat  purpose  the  money  was  used.  Furthermore,  I  do 
rot  know  anything  about  the  research  documents  on 
the  Greater  East  Asia  Co-Prosperity  Sphere,  v/hlch 
were  prepared  by  the  Institute;  and,  of  course,  I  have  j 
never  seen  them.  Ho'.;ovor,  if  such  doemnents  v/ere 
prepared,  they  must  have  boon  done  after  I  left  | 

Tokyo  in  April  1942. 

"The  Liaison  Conference  v/as  a  liaison  con- 
feronce  as  the  term  denotes,  the  purpose  of  v/hich  was  I 
to  promote  understanding  betv/oon  the  government  and 
the  Supremo  Command  and  to  bring  about  harmony  bot’./eon 
government  business  and  the  Supremo  Command.  I  attended 
it  in  the  capacity  of  a  secretary.  The  secretary's  ‘ 

duties  were  to  prepare  and  arrange  Cor  the  Liaison  | 

Conference  topics  for  discussion,  chosen  by  my  superiors,' 

I 

and,  if  necessary,  to  prepare  explanatory  notes  or  to  ! 

bring  persons  to  explain.  In  the  Liaison  Conference.  i 

'  1 

v.'hon  opinions  of  all  the  members  v/ere  unanimous,  they 
were  to  sign  the  decisions,  but  the  secretary  had  no 
capacity  to  do  so.  I  attended  the  Imperial  Conference, 
but  that  v;as  also  in  the  capacity  of  a  secretary.  The  . 
secretary  of  the  Imperial  ConCorenoo  bad  loss  business 
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than  that  of  the  Liaison  Confcronco,  and  his  duties 
v/oro  moroly  to  distribute  to  the  seats  of  the 
members  the  documents  v/hlch  */orc  prepared  by  the 
respective  organs  in  charge. 

"I  also  attended  the  Inquiry  Commission 
Conference  of  the  Privy  Council,  but  in  the  capacity 
of  an  explainer.  Primarily,  policy  matters  v/cre  to 
bo  explained  by  the  Minister.  Ho’/ever,  In  case  the 
explanation  should  go  into  details,  necessitating 
explanations  of  practical  and  technical  nature,  the 
30-callcd  explainer  made  the  oxnlanatlon  on  behalf 
of  the  I^inistor.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  never 
mode  an  explanation  there. 

"As  stated  above,  I  attended  the  Liaison 
Conference,  the  Imperial  Conference,  and  the  Confer- 

I 

onco  of  the  Privy  Council  as  secretary  or  explainer, 
but  automatically,  from  duty,  v/ithout  any  special 
intent.  If  any  reasons  v/oro  to  bo  forcibly  sought,  the 
only  reason  v'ould  bo  that  I  "as  the  Chief  of  the 
liilitary  Affairs  Bureau,  ".'hoevor  assumed  the  post  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  had  to  at¬ 
tend  those  conferences.  I  never  took  part  in  the 
discussions,  and,  of  course,  I  "as  not  to  sign  any 
decisions  reached  there. 

"13»  Exhibit  I'To,  2243  presented  by  the 
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International  Prosecution  Section  is  an  excerpt  from 
» 

the  articles  which  reported  the  address  delivered  by 
me  in  the  Com'^itteo  of  Accounts  of  the  Diet  on  Ilarch 
20,  1940.  It  is,  hOY/ovor,  quite  difi’ercnt  from  v/hat 
I  said.  First  of  all,  its  title  -/as  quite  different 
from  its  contents,  and  so  I  ’/ill  give  an  account  of 
the  circumstances  at  the  time. 

"The  Committee  of  Accounts  consisted  of  ton 
members.  The  Chief  of  the  Accountant's  Bureau  v;as 
accustomed  to  take  charge  of  its  explanation,  but 
one  of  those  members  cal].cd  for  the  Kinistor's 
attendance.  V'hon  they  ’/ere  informed  that  the  War 
I'inistcr  had  just  attended  the  Committee  of  Budgets, 
it  v'as  said  that  it  was  quite  enough  if  the  Chief  of 
the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  would  attend  in  his  stead. 
For  this  reason,  I  attended  the  committee. 

"As  Hr.  HAIiAJI,  a  member  of  the  Diet,  de¬ 
livered  an  eloquent  address  from  a  draft  ho  had  pre¬ 
pared,  I  made  a  reply. 

"The  prosecutors  charged  that  my  answer 
shewed  disapproval  of  political  parties,  denial  of 
liberalism  and  insistence  on  totalitarianism. 

"I  -./as  of  the  opinion  that,  as  can  be  seen 
in  the  shorthand  records  of  proceedings  (Defense 
document  71-2734) ,  political  parties,  officials  and 
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professional  officers  should  f;o  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
thus  to  tide  over  the  national  crisis.  Far  from 
opnosing  political  parties,  I  was  earnestly  hoping 
for  their  sound  development. 

'*V/hat  ?fr.  HAMAJI  said  then  'vas  that  ’.’o  should 
adopt  'totalitarlandsm, '  On  the  contrary,  I  rcnllcd 
that  totalitarianism  Indeed  prevailed  over  Europe,  but 
■7c  Japanese  should  bo  based  on  the  idea  of  national 
polity  or  national  constitution  proper  to  this  country. 
I  stated  that,  though  my  Ignorance  prevented  me  from 
erpressing  it  accurately,  the  term  'kokutaishugl, ‘ 
that  is,  the  principle  of  Japanese  national  constitu¬ 
tion  or  national  nollcy,  would  in  all  probability  hold 
good  in  this  country. 

"In  regard  to  the  denial  of  liberalism,  I 
replied  that  inasmuch  as  the  erroneous  liberalism 
based  on  the  selfish  individualism  should  be  done 
av/ay  vlth  at  a  time  \/hon  our  nation  v/as  confronted  ’.'Ith 
a  crisis,  we  should  not  strive  for  our  own  interests 
so  much  as  for  the  advantages  of  our  country. 

"In  addition  to  this,  though  Mr.  PIAMAJI 
bluntly  criticized  officials,  the.  military,  and  tho 
political  parties,  I  replied  that  v/hat  must  be  reformed 
on  duo  reflection  must  be  reformed,  adding  that  as  v/c 
had  \/illingnoss  to  introspect  regarding  reforms,  v/hat 
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v.’as  ’’orthv.'l'ilc  to  reform  among  the  Army's  attitudes, 
v/c  '.’ished  them  to  sp^ak  out  v/hatovor  fault  it  night 
be.  In  response  to  my  answer  as  mentioned  above,  he 
expressed  gratitude,  stating  that  he  "as  much  de¬ 
lighted  to  find  plainly  these  opinions  on  the  part  of 
tho  Army. 

"14.  I  engaged  myself  under  instruction  of 
tho  V'ar  Hinistcr,  on  routino  work  in  the  Japanoso- 
Amorlcan  negotiations.  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  load 
tho  United  States— Japanese  negotiations  to  a  success¬ 
ful  conclusion;  the  reason  had  a  close  bearing  on  tho 
fact  that  I  inferred  that  tho  Japanese  people,  v;ho  had 
boon  called  upon  to  tighten  their  belts  over  since  tho 
Manchurian  Incident,  v/cro  fed  up  •  ith  tho  China  Inci¬ 


dent. 


"Japan  -.'as  impatient  for  a  speedy  ”inding  up 


of  tho  incident,  but  to  our  groat  regret,  ’’o  found  tho 
Joint  assistance  given  by  tho  U.S.A.  and  Groat  Britain 
to  tho  Chungking  regime  had  prevented  us  from  doing 
so.  If  matters  should  be  left  to  take  their  ovm  course, 
Japan  had  no  other  v;ay  but  to  bo  faced  with  a  grave 
crisis.  If,  bov/over,  tho  United  States- Japanese 
negotiations  should  bo  brought  to  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion,  to  the  contrary,  the  relations  among  Japan, 
Britain  and  tho  United  States  would  not  only  be 
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ndjustcd,  but  v/hat  is  still  bottor,  the  China  Incident 
v/ould  come  to  a  settlement;  (thus,  Japan  v'ould  be 
saved) , 

"The  possibility  of  a  successful  conclusion 
of  the  negotiations  sometimes  changed  for  better  or 
for  Y/orsc,  but  nonetheless  v/o  cherished  a  gleam  of 
hope  until  the  end  of  November,  194-1. 

"The  Army's  opinion  regarding  the  Japancse- 
Amcrlcan  negotiations  was  framed  by  mutual  agreement 

I 

betv'oen  the  '.7ar  Minister  and  the  Chief  of  the  General 
Staff.  The  decision  v/as  not,  therefore,  solely  at  the 
hand  of  the  V7ar  Minister.  It  '‘as  because  of  the  pecu¬ 
liarity  of  the  structure  of  the  Army.  In  other  -'ords, 

# 

'.'hen  the  Army  disclosed  its  vlov/s  on  foreign  policies. 

It  did  so  from  the  angle  of  national  defense  and 
military  tactics.  The  General  Staff  Office  studied  and 
made  plans  on  the  basis  of  the  international  nev/s  and 
information  collected  by  them.  The  War  Minister,  > 

having  no  such  international  Intelligence  organs,  j 

made  his  arguments  chiefly  from  the  angles  of  homo 
politics,  budget  and  materials.  Only  vhon  the  views  j 
of  both  sides  were  in  agreement,  was  the  opinion  j 

regarded  as  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Army. 

"Concerning  the  problems  which  happened 
during  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  the  General  ' 
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j  Staff  and  the  '7r.r  Minister  often  disagreed. 

2  "The  liaison  business  bctv;con  the  V/ar 

3  Minis  try  and  the  5’orclgn  0”f  ice  v.'as  done  through  the 

4  Chief  of  the  ’  ilitary  Affairs  Bureau  and  the  Chief 

5  of  the  American  Section  of  the  Foreign  Office.  On 
5  that  occasion,  if  the  'Var  I'lnistry’s  opinion  v^as  at 

7  divergence  ’'ith  that  o^  the  Foreign  Office  and  the 

8  Naval  I'inlstry,  ’fc  used  to  study  the  opinion  of  the 

9  Army  again  from  the  beginning.  Not  a  fe\7  times  I 

10  made  concessions  v/lthin  the  scope  of  my  duties  on 

11  the  occasions  of  conferences  ’.'ith  the  Naval  Ministry 

12  and  the  Foreign  Office.  Especially  about  August  194-1, 

13  -ihcn  Japan  made  concessions  one  by  one  to  America,  I 

14  think  I  nadc  such  concessions.  V/ar  I'lnlstor  TO  JO 

13  never  reprimanded,  me  for  those  compromises,  although 

16  I  "as  reprimanded  sometlmos  by  Minister  TOJO  on  other 

17  matters,  ”hllc  I  ’/as  alv/ays  protested  to  by  the 

18  General  Staff.  It  v.’as  not  rare  that  I  ’"as  summoned  to 

19  the  General  Staff  Office  and  v.'as  required  to  make  ox- 

20  planatlons.  During  the  reverses  and  vicissitudes  of 

21  the  United  States- Japan  negotiations,  public  opinion 

22  became  very  strong;  and  some  persons,  including 

23  myself,  v;crc  in  -’anger  of  assassination.  It  v/as  at 

24  this  time  that  I  -'as  given  a  special  military  police 

23  guard,  as  ’vas  testified  by  TANAICA,  Ryuklchi. 
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"15.  On  October  12,  1941,  at  kONOYE's  resl- 
•’ence  in  0.;il:ub->,  a  llscusslon  v/ns  helrl  concorninj 
the  i^rospect  of  the  Japan- A.  erican  Conference  by 
the  Prir.e  ^dnlstor,  \.ar  ...inlster,  Navy  ^.inister, 
roreijn  ..inister,  etc,  I  !mew  the  fact  on  the  fol- 
lo\.ln,  ^.ay,  .ihon  the  sa^e  problc  i  v.'as  a-ialn  discus¬ 
sed  at  the  Cabinet  Conference  on  14  October,  ..inister 
TOJO  had  contcn.'’e'’  lu  \v>ul'’  not  :.alce  any  bit  of  con¬ 
cession  concernin-  the  problc::  -^f  i-.ilitnry  occupa¬ 
tion  of  China  in  the  Japan- Aiuer icon  Conference} 
that  is  to  soy,  the  decision  -if  the  Council  in  the 
presence  of  t!ic  ilnperor  on  6  Septeabor  could  not  be 
altered,  v.-hich  caused  a  hoadlon;  collisicn  between 
TOJO  and  Prenicr  xCONOYE  as  well  as  F:'reicn  x.inister 
TOYODA,  .mi  so  the  resignation  of  the  Cabinet  en 
bloc  was  said  to  be  probable .  I  also  learned  that 
Naval  ...inister  OLwA.A  had  expressed  his  desire  to 
leave  all  the  .  atters  in  the  hands  of  the  Premier. 

I  lost  no  time  in  .^ottin.;  in  touch  with  the  General 
Staff  Office  an-’  j.ade  a  query  ns  follov/ss  The  Naval 
i-.inistcr's  proposal  )f  leavin'  the  matters  all  in 
the  han1  -vf  the  Preriier  mijht  be  interpreted  as  the 
Naval  *.inistry’s  evasion  of  openin.:  hostilities,  hav- 
in.^  altered  the  September  decision,  l.hother  the  ,irmy 
shoul!  also  have  to  vltcr  its  attitude,  considering 
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the  Navy's  n^’in  iiart  to  be  ijlayecl  In  the  war  against 
liiitricn,  the  answer  3lvcn  by  the  Gener.-il  ftaff  Of¬ 
fice  was  th*'t  it  v/oul-  not  change  its  attitude,  as 
the  Nav^l  Staff  Office  was  mt  inclined  to  change 
the  oci)to:'.bcr  6  decision  any  ;.orc  than  ever. 

"iit  this,  I  guesse'*  that  the  issue  was  the 
'’ivcr/.enco  of  o;)lnlon  between  thv.  Govcrn:.:ent  an’  the 
Suprene  Co:':;and,  and  if  so,  the  question  would  re¬ 
gain  as  ever  unsettled,  even  if  the  iCONOYL  Cabinet 
should,  resign  cn  bloc.  So  long  as  the  question  lies 
there,  it  coul-’  not  bo  settl.d,  no  .atter  how  often 
the  Cabinet  should  be  chan;ed.  Prenier  iCONOYii 
shoul''  assuiie  the  resp ''nsibllity  of  s -living  the 
pr'tble.n  by  hiiiself  rather  than  resigning.  To  this 
end,  it  v/as  necessary  for  the  Naval  ..Inister  to 
dlscl'>se  his  real  Intention,  Thus,  \.r.r  ..inister 
TOJO  woul  ’  be  able  t  >  -'btaln  the  understanding  of 
the  Gener.al  Staff  Office,  These  were  r.'.y  thoughts 
at  that  r:.o:..cnt.  Then  I  called  on  Chief  Secretary 
TO.-ITii  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of  the  sar;c 
r..onth  an'^  told  hi:;  :iy  views  as  stated  above,  for 
h'-lf  an  hour,  'lesirln  ;  his  tactful  han-lling  of  the 
liattcr.  But  the  attenpt  to  get  the  Naval  ..inistry  to 

express  their  v;ish  a 'ainst  war  prove’  unsuccessful 

« 

after  all.  This  vr.s  i.:  c-’intcly  rep->rtc’  to  \.ar 
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inis  ter  TO  JO. 

"16.  Accor’inj  the  tcsti..ony  if  Lieut- 
enp.nt  General  T.^HiutA,  Shlnichl,  the  opcratlms  ?lnn 
which  the  General  Staff  naps  out  cannot  be  f’eterninccl 
without  the-  c  'nsent  if  the  '.."r  i.lnisteri  It  :;.ioht  - 
be  so  interpreteR,  but  really  It  is  not  so.  ns  a 
r.atter  of  fact,  the  operations  plan  is  the  r.ist 
irip^rtant  ’uty  of  the  General  Staff,  ani  the  \ '>r 
i-inister  cann-^t  interfere  with  th.  plan  Itself.  Only 
it  is  a  question  whether  .r  mt  the  ..'■r  ...inlster  can 
provide  the  personnel,  rater  in  Is  an-l  aoney  necessary 
for  i.ialcin.'  the  plan  prrctical.  If  the  v.ar  .minister 
cannot  -^uar  ntco  the  cxecutl)n  of  their  request,  the 
General  Staff  i.akcs  new  pi  .ns  so  far  as  the  V.ar 
i-inlster  can  .jive  his  assurance.  The  operations  plan 
is,  naturally,  apt  to  bo  an  idealistic  one,  so  that 
it  is  quite  usual  that  the  personnel  and  materials 
it  requires  shoulT  be  s o  bij  th-'t  the  ..ar  ..inister 
cannot  r  eet  the  irijlnal  plan. 

"General  ThNA.wii,  Shinlchl,  also  testlfie’ 
that  the  V.ar  ..inlster,  V.ar  Vice  ..inister  and  Direct¬ 
ors  .■>!  bureaus  si'jncV  t’.ie  -rdcr  which  the  Chief  )f 
the  General  Staff  issued  t'^  the  front  line  units  to 
be  prepared  for  war.  The  Chief  of  tlie  General  Staff 
has  the  authority  to  ;ive  )rdcr  to  fr^nt  line  units 
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to  be  prepare'  far  war,  but  fra:  the  viewpoint  of 
iiploi.acy  an'’,  supply  ’’f  i.atcrial,  it  is  necessary  to 
infor;;  that  fact  to  the  v.cr  i  inistry.  In  or-’er  to 
spec'll  up  the  proce''ure,  therefore,  it  was  the  rule  to 
senr^.  up  a  irnft  if  tele.- ran  to  the  v.ar  ..inistry  to 
obtain  si;natures  of  the  officers  ccncerncc!.  Gen¬ 
eral  Ti^Niuu.  testifie'i  to  this  fact.  But  whether  the 
signature  onP,  seal  of  the  ..ilitary  i^ffairs  Bureau 
Chief  is  on  it  has  no  'lecisivo  .'.eaninj,  as  TiiNu.Cii's 
testimony  shows, 

'•17,  The  Conference  -if  Directors  of  Bureaus 
is  a  ncetinj  in  the  ’  ar  i. inistry,  in  which  each 
Director  reports  to  the  ..inistcr  n-’  Vice  ..inistcr 
the  present  state  of  business  in  his  charge  anP. 
nakes  it  Icnown  to  the  others,  thus  to  snooth  the 
liaison  of  business.  In  op'er  to  .jet  the  .inister's 
sancti.on  on  so.  e  natters,  it  was  the  cneral  rule 
that  a  Director  of  Bureau  shoull,  at  first,  obtain 
approval  -f  the  Vice  ..inister  an’  then  present 
the.i  to  the  i.inister  f.r  his  sanction.  But  there 
were  soi.c  cases  where  the.  ».lnister  orally  passe' 
f’.ecision  on  so.'.e  natters  at  the  af.oresalf’  Conference, 
an;’  in  such  cases  it  was  the  rule  to  subi.it  -’ .ocui.'.ents 
afterwards  for  f-'r  al  sanction, 

"Since  .u;ust,  1941  I  so:.etl::es  reporter’ 
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the  pr^c.rcss  5f  J^pinese-Ai^'.  r  ’  can  no  jo  tint! '•ns  r.t 
the  Conference,  However,  nt  the  Conference  I  only 
re,.*  orto,'!  what  ha^l  been  dotcrriinccl  in  the  Liaison 
Conference  or  in  the  Conference  in  the  Ir.pcrlal 
presence,  on.-’,  never  have  I  stated  r.y  own  .opinion. 

It  was  testified  by  TiiNiJvA,  liyuklchl,  that  at  the 
Directors'  Conference  about  Noveuber  29,  1941,  I  ha 
expresses'  i.y  opinion  ob.out  the  interruption  of  the 
U.S. -Japan  nejotiatlong  after  the  receipt  of  the 
Hull  note  on  26  Nover.bero  I  -Icny  it  absolutely, 

"18,  TANnKii  testified  that  the  control  of 
nev/spapers  was  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Inforna- 
tion  Section  of  the  Bureau  of  military  iiffalrs,  but 
this  is  not  c  'rrect.  The  Inf orr.Qtl  on  Section  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Ii.perial  noadquarters,  an'’  the  Bureau 
of  .Military  iiffalrs  :xrely  too!e  charijc  of  c'’ltlng 
the  'Tsuwanono,'  '  a  weekly  for  the  .ir".y,  and.  the 
supervision  -f  conpllinj  occasional  pamphlets.  The 
infori.atlon  Section  cane  into  btlnj  after  the  Liper- 
ial  'Icadauarters  wrs  established,  in  Dcccnbcr,  1937} 
and  it  v.-as  :  a^’c  to  bclonj  to  the  llea’.aurrtcrs,  and 
so  it  was  not  un’er  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  ..111- 
tary  iiffalrs.  In  the  ministry  of  -ar,  however,  the 
Intcllijence  Division  v/as  still  left,  thou-jh  ro'^uccd. 
liS  the  buiif’ing  of  the  In.perlal  Ilea ’quarters,  the 


.JJTO 


DIRECT 


33,109 


Gcncrr.l  Gt'.ff  Office,  was  s.vll,  the  abavc-r.entionerl 
Inf  )r; r ti  ni  Section  of  the  I.’.Rorial  Hea'-l quarters  was 
locate':'’,  in  the  buil’ln*  of  the  i.lnlstry  of  i.ar,  to- 
t;Gther  with  the  Intelli  ;ence  Division  of  the  ..inistry 
of  war.  PerhUiOs  this  ::islel  T..Niuvii  to  the  aforesaic! 
statenent,  ..orcover,  soon  after  the  seepn-'’  i^OWOYE 
Cabinet  v/as  or;rnizor’,  all  the  censorship  an:’  con¬ 
trol  of  the  newspapers  -.n*’  ..a  ;azinos  rcl.atin-;  to  the 
Arny,  of  which  the  Intelligence  Division  of  the 
i.inistry  of  \.ar  ha'’  been  talein*;  chartjc,  car.e  to  be 
a.lninistcrc'i  in  the  Bureau  of  Intelligence  -f  the 
Cabinet,  jinnouncenent  of  the  situations  of  war  fron 
tii-.e  to  tire  an'’,  the  propaganda  towards  the  eneriy 
were  the  functions  ''f  the  Infornation  Section  of 
the  Iiipcrial  lieadouartcrs. 

"ns  I  stated  ''have,  the  Chief  of  the  Infor- 
.  ati  n  focti''n  of  the  I.  ipcri"!  ilea '.quarters  was  not 
at  all  contr oiled  as  such  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  .military  affairs,  but  as  to  C'’itlng  the  'Tsuwa- 
Lon>,'  above-. •.entioncf’  Military  wechly,  an'  compila¬ 
tion  of  the  panphlets,  explainin.g  the  current  topics 
for  the  use  of  military  e-’ucation,  he  was  un’er  the 
Chief  of  the-  Bureau  f  ..ilitary  affairs,  as  the 
Chief  of  the  Intelligence  Division  of  the  ...inistry 
qf  '  ar. 
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"19.  Ti.N.uw.,  Ryukicii,  fjrMcr  Chi^f  of 
the  ..llitary  Service  Bureau,  testified  that  when  I 
sat  v/lth  iiir.  at  a  luncheon  -^r  a  banquet,  I  tallied 
with  hi;,  about  Intcrnationrl  problons.  But  at  such 
a  nectinj  I  was  never  inclined  to  talco  up  a  serious 
pr)blGi.  and  discuss  it.  1  never  tallied  seriously  , 
with  hi.,  ■'n  any  occasi  'n  about  such  problcr.s;  i.uch 
less  '1i '  I  say  that  J'‘.pan,  under  the  conclusion  ^f 
the  Tripartite  Alliance,  nust  establish  a  new  order 
In  East  iisia  in  concert  v;lta  the  attei.’.pt  jf  Gor.aany 
and  Italy  to  build  up  a  nev/  trder  in  Europe,  In  this 
connection,  T.AIiAh'i  hi.. self  adnitted  in  this  Court  that 
he  had  not  heard  anything  about  it  fro*..  r.ie, 

•'Ho,  however,  testified  that  in  the  ..illtary 
Affairs  Bureau  there-  had  existed  a  consistent  view 
or  policy  favorinj  the  Tripartite  jilllance  since 
the  aBI.  C-binet,  and  th' t  he  was  aware  of  it  by 
takln,:  a  si.h  -vle’'  as  Chief  jf  the  Bureau  or  the 
Section  of  ..illtary  Service.  (But  T/iNiuhi  could  not 
show  on  wh^'t  [grounds  he  cai.e  t  '  such  a  conclusion.) 

I  entirely  deny  his  statement.  It  was  in  the  r.iddle 
of  October,  1939,  that  is,  at  the  tii.o  of  the  ABE 
Cabinet,  that  I  to  li  office  as  Chief  of  the  *.ilitary 
Bureau,  ’..hat  I  then  learne’  w.as  that  at  the-ti:*.c 
’  of  the  illRANU^y^  Cabinet,  before  the  ABE  Cabinet,  the 
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Ar.iy  hopc.-l  for  the  conclusion  'f  tlic  i.ripartltc  Al¬ 
liance  between  Japan,  Gerriany  an'’  Italy  aiw’  :..af’.e  an 
eff .>rt  to  :  atoriallzc  it,  but  It  rcsultc'’.  in  failure 
ovin;^  to  the  n  n-afiurcssi'^n  oact  conclu’c'’  between 
Gerr.any  an’  the  Soviet  Union,  Japan's  fcelin»  at 
that  tl:  .e  was  that  she  ha'’  been  c’.eccive'’  by  Gernany 
an1  that  such  upstarts  as  Hitler  an'’  ..ussollni  coul'i 
nit  be  trusto'’.,  I  an  one  of  th  'se  v.'ho  thou.>ht  so. 
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"Tly  opinJ.on  rogni'<-Unf:  Gc?’^nary  nnd,  Italy  r;as 
1  that  the  national  strength  of  those  states  v/as  not  as 

I 

j  strong  as  v/as  propagated;  (that  Hitler  '/as  but  a 
I  first-grade  private  in  the  -‘'irst  ’.'orld  War  a.nd 

Ilussolini  -’as  then  a  sergeant);  that  -'hatever  a  bold 
attenpt  they  night  and  evon  if  they  should  fail 

I 

in  it,  they  could,  bo  satisfied  ’?jth  it,  as  it  could  •  ' 

nakc  them  heroes  of  the  ago,  v/hllc  such  v/as  not 
applicable  to  the  Japanese  statesnon;  and  that  if  ' 

onco  they  failed,  the.y  ^/ould  spoil  the  glory  of  a 
national  polity  having  a  history  of  three  thousand 
years;  and  th-t  for  this  reason,  it  v/as  dangerous  for  i 
Japan  to  conclude  an  alliance  v/ith  Hitler  and  ?Iussollnl. 
’■'henever  I  talked  rvith  advocates  for  concluding  the 

t 

Tripartite  Alliance,  I  told  them  the  a>^ovo -mentioned 
opinion  of  nine.  Onco,  v/hen  I  told  it  to  a  German 
aviation  officer.  Colonel  Gronor,  he  nodded  vith  a 

smile,  for  ho  -.'as  not  a  member  of  the  Nazi  Party.  j 

i 

"September  1939  'var  broke  out  bctv/con  Britain  j 
and  Germany,  In  the  latter  part  of  Hay  of  the  next 
y;ar,  Gcrm''ny  v/on  the  victory  of  Dunkirk  by  so-called 

i 

llghtni.ng  operations.  At  that  time  it  :7as  generally  j 
believed  among  the  Japanese  that  Germany  v/ould  got  the  * 
final  victory.  Again  prevailed  the  advocacy  among 
such  people  ’or  concluding  the  Tripartite  Alliance. 


1 
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But  I  predicted  that  the  vmr  botv/con  Britain  and 

j 

2 

Germany  v/ould  prove  to  be  a  protracted  one,  so  I 

3 

doubted  that  Germany  v/ould  got  the  final  victory. 

4 

There  v/ore  many  reasons  for  it.  Speaking  first  of 

1 

5 

Germany,  the  follov/ing  reasons  could  be  mentioned  J 

6 

that  the  German  air  force  v;ns  not  as  sufficient  as 

7 

V7as  propagated;  that  Germany  had  not  preparations 

• 

8 

enough  to  cross  the  Strait:  that  her  naval  force  v/as 

9 

inferior  to  that  of  Groat  Britain,  As  for  Britain, 

10 

there  v/cre  the  follov/ing  factors;  Britain's  naval 

11 

strength  was  overwhelmingly  superior  to  that  of 

12 

Germany;  according  to  reports  of  Lieutenant  General 

13 

TATSUHI,  the  British  people  hold  a  rather  calm 

1 

14 

attitude;  Prcnler  Churchill  frankly  admitted  Britain's 

15 

'Defeat  at  Dunkirk';  the  United  States  would  give  her 

16 

positive  help  to  Britain,  Summing  up  these  points, 

17 

the  conclusion  I  came  to  was  that  the  advance  of  the 

1 

18 

- 

German  forces  v/ould  come  to  a  stop  on  the  coastline, 

1 

19 

and  wh;i  Ic  they  remained  there,  Britain  v/ould  find  time 

1 

20 

1 

1 

21 

enough  to  make  a  rally;  in  the  long  run,  Hitler  would 

1 

22 

come  to  r?ll  in  conquering  Britain,  Just  as  Napoleon 

23 

had  failed.  On  this  point,  I  frequently  talked  with 

24 

Colonel  rVAICURO,  Chief  of  the  War  Affairs  Section. 

1 

25 

He,  I  think,  is  v/oll  av/aro  of  this  talk  of  mine. 

1 
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"20.  TANAKA,  Ryuklchi,  testified  that  the 
rosignation  cn  bloc  of  tho  YONAI  Cabinet  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  HATA,  Kinister  of  ’’'sr,  offered  a  pro¬ 
posal  regarding  the  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite 
Alliance  (which  TANAKA  said  was  supported  by  the 
?:ilitary  Affairs  Bureau)  but  it  did  not  come  to  a 
unanimous  agreement,  so  that  HATA  resigned.  It  v;as, 
ho\/evcr,  quite  wrong.  There  w’as  no  request  during 
HATA's  tenure  of  office  that  the  government  conclude 
tho  Tripartite  Alliance.  Tho  YOMAI  Cabinet  adopted 
a  nolicy  not  to  intervene  in  tho  European  V/ar,  and 
HATA,  Minister  of  War,  also  supported  it.  Then,  why 
did  HATA  tender  his  resignation  which  caused  tho 
YOI'IAI  Cabinet  to  resign  on  bloc?  That  v/as  due  to 
the  follo’‘’ing  circumstance;  At  that  time,  tho  General 
Staff  was  so  eager  for  settling  tho  China  Affair  as 
soon  as  possible  that  it  offered  a  proposal  to  have 
Gorw^ny  .intervene  botwoon  us,  and  further  urged  tho 
•iar  T’inistor  to  solidify  tho  national  structure  in 
order  to  cope  with  any  possible  situation  in  ’/orld 
events.  To  these  demands  of  tho  General  Staff,  tho 
YONAI  Cabinet  did  not  return  any  earnest  response. 
Prince  KONOYE,  v/ho  at  that  time  resigned  his  position 
as  President  of  the  Privy  Council,  started  a  now  party 
movement  *..’ith  a  vlov/  to  improving  internal  affairs. 
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- ,»The-BTihanced  YOftAI  Cabinet  became  all  the  more 

unpopular  with  the  public.  Just  at  that  time,  for  about 
ten  days  betv/een  the  latter  port  of  June  1940  and  the 
beginning  of  July  of  that  year,  I  was  away  from  the  V/or 
Uinistry  because  I  served  on  a  reception  committee  for 
the  Manchukuo  Emperor.  Then  I  came  back  to  the  Min¬ 
istry,  when  I  saw  official  correspondence  sent  to  the 
V.ar  Minister  from  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff;  to 
the  effect  that  a  pro’^er  step  should  be  taken  to  tide 
over  the  emergency.  It  was  an  expression  of  a  very 
strong  intention  that  such  a  form  v/as  used  in  dealing 
with  those  matters. 

"KATA,  Minister  of  War,  was  very  anxious  to 
solve  the  matter  as  mentioned  above,  but  it  did  not 
go  as  expected,  and  he  was  placed  in  a  delicate  posi¬ 
tion  between  the  General  Staff  Office  and  the  Govern-  . 
ment,  and  at  last  was  obliged  to  resign.  As  far  as 
I  knew,  his  resignation  was  not  at  all  due  to  dis¬ 
agreement  regarding  the  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite 
Alliance. 

"21.  Intervievfs  with  foreign  military  at¬ 
taches  was  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Military  i.ffairs 
Bureau,  Hence,  I  frequently  received  a  cell  from 
them.  As  for  the  talk  that  is  it.dlcated  in  exhibit 
No,  523,  it  is,  I  suppose,  what  I  talked  about  v/hen 
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I  receivod  a  call  from  the  German  military  attache; 
because  I  never  called  foreign  military  attaches 
myself  to  come  to  the  Ministry,  When  I  see  the  date 
regarding  the  matter  in  the  exhibit  it  proves  to  bo 
the  latter  part  of  June  1940.  That  was  Just  thr-  time 
when  there  was  an  opinion  that  Japan  should  ask  Ger¬ 
many  to  intervene  in  settling  the  China  Affair,  So 
I  assume  that  the  talk  must  have  referred  to  that 
matter,  sounding  the  German  attitude.  The  v/ords 
'Japan  has  interests  in  French  Indo-China  problems' 
probably,  I  am  ccnvinced,  concerned  the  fact  that 
at  that  time  both  governments  of  Japan  and  France  had 
come  to  a  mutual  understanding  regarding  a  ban  on 
transportation  of  .materials  to  the  Chungking  Regime 
and  that  the  Inspection  Corps  started  for'  French  Indo- 
China  under  Major  General  MSHIIIARA,  This  v/as  not  my 
personal  opinion,  but  a  description  of  v/hot  was  then 
really  going  on, 

"22,  At  the  tine  v/hen  TOJO  entered  the 
KONOYE  Cabinet  os  Minister  of  V/ar,  the  Army  had  the 
following  opinions  about  diplomacy:  The  main  object 
of  diplomacy  should  be  the  settling  of  the  China 
Affair;  as  for  the  other  diplomatic  problems,  elastic 
constructive  diplomacy  should  be  carried  on  v/ith  a 
view  to  attaining  that  object.  That  was  as  was  shovm 
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In  the  political  program  of  the  KOKOYE  Cabinet.  There -i 
fore,  the  diplomatic  policy  was  not  so  limited  as  to 
require  a  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  Then  | 
v/hy  vies  the  Tripartite  Alliance  so  rapidly  concluded  j 
in  September,  shortly  after  the  KOKOYE  Cabinet  had  i 
been  formed  in  July?  It  v/as  entirely  due  to  the 
fact  that  Foreign  Llnlster  MATSUOKA  took  such  an  ac-  I 
tive  part.  MaTSUOKA,  P'oreign  Minister,  v/ith  a  grant 
confidence  in  his  capacity  of  diplomacy,  carried  out  ^ 
a  drastic  reform  of  his  ministry  and  pushed  himself 
forward  on  his  belief,  without  giving  ear  to  any 
other  person's  opinion.  It  v/as  also  due  to  his  sole 
activity  that  the  Tripartite  Alliance  was  so  rapidly 
concluded,  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  significance 
of  the  pact  until  I  heard  the  Chief  of  the  Treaty 

I 

Bureau  explain  the  text  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  at 
the  Inquiry  Commission  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  this  ; 
court  I  first  learned  that  I  had  been  suggested  for  j 
an  order  by  German  Ambassador  Ott  to  the  German  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  the  reason  that  I  endeavored  for  good 
relations  between  Japan  and  Gorraany,  The  date  of 
the  telegram  from  Ambassador  Ott  regarding  the  decor¬ 
ation  was  the  middle  of  May  1942  after  I  left  ray  posi¬ 
tion  as  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  According 
to  international  usages,  this  kind  of  affair  was 
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practiced  by  a  mutual  exchange  of  proposals.  There¬ 


fore,  Germany,  I  believe,  was  informed  of  my  name  by 
tho  War  Ministry  for  the  reason  that  1  had  been  at 
that  time  Chief  of  th'-  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  But 
rs  I  mentioned  above,  I  have  never  seen  the  decoration 
that  may  have  been  granted  to  me, 

"23.  From  October  1939  to  April  1942  I  held 
the  position  of  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau, 
For  about  one  year  and  eight  months  of  that  period 
(from  July  1940  to  April  1942),  I  was  under  TOJO, 
Minister  of  V/ar,  In  response  to  the  inquiry  of  the 
prosecution,  I  \os  interpreted  ns  if  I  ansv/ered  to 
tho  effect  that  the  War  Minister  came  to  my  office  to 
ask  my  opinion.  This  is  a  big  misinterpretation.  A 
minister  never  came  to  a  director's  office, 

"I  could  express  my  opinion  to  General  TOJO 
in  his  capacity  os  V/.?r  M;inister,  but  I  was  not  ollov/ed 
to  do  that  to  General  TOJO  in  his  capacity  as  Prime 
Minister.  He  drov/  a  clear  line  betv/oen  the  function 
of  the  Prime  Minister  and  that  of  the  Minister  of 
V.er,  Therefore,  as  for  as  the  function  of  the  Prime 
Minister  was  concerned,  he  did  not  adopt  any  opinion 
of  the  staff  of  the  War  Ministry. 

"It  seems  to  i  ?ve  been  contended  by  tho  prose¬ 
cution  that  in  cose  of  disagreeing  v/ith  the  Minister 
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of  War ,  I  could  resign  my  position  (in  reply  to 
the  defense  motion  to  dismiss).  It  v:;  s,  however, 
prohibited  for  the  Japanese  military  to  resign  or 
leave  the  service  for  the  reason  of  their  disagreeing 
with  their  superiors, 

"Only  in  case  of  illness  were  they  permitted 
to  do  so,  Ti.K.JCA,  Kyuklchl,  testified  in  this  court 
that  he  knew  semeone  who  had  resigned  his  position 
as  Chief  cf  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  for  such 

a  reason  as  ic.  r.entionod  above*  I  \/ondGr  ’"^om  on 

• 

earth  he  mentioned  by  saying  so,  I  also  know  thot 
there  was  an  instance  in  which  someone  did  not  fol¬ 
low  the  order  of  the  'Aar  Minister,  end  the  Army  author¬ 
ities  transferred  him  with  a  disciplinary  object. 

It  was,  however,  the  v/orst  instance,  as  a  matter  of 
military  discipline  it  v/as  not  to  be  excused.  As 
for  transfer,  while  I  served  as  Chief  of  the  Military 
^ffsirs  Bureau,  sooti  after  TOJO  took  office  as  Minister 
of  War,  I  frequently  asked  the  Chief  of  the  Personnel 
Bureau  to  transfer  me.  In  the  latter  part  of  October 
1941,  after  the  TOJO  Cabinet  was  formed,  I  expressed 
ray  desire  for  transfer  at  e  meeting  attended  by  the 
Minister  of  War,  Vice-Minister  of  V/ar  and  the  Chief 
of  tho  Personnel  Bureau,  But  every  time  it  was  not 
adopted. 
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"24.  Tni./xK;.,  Ryukichi,  spoke  of  me  £:s  a 
statesman.  But  it  was  a  sarcrsin  peculiar  to  him. 

He  once  rebuked  mo,  saying  that  I  v/as  too  business¬ 
like.  My  personal  history  shows  clearly  that  I  had 
never  made  a  study  of  politics  and  diplomacy  and  had 
no  experience  in  those  affairs  until  I  took  office  as 
Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau.  But  after  having 
the  position  I  made,  ns  a  matter  of  duty,  a  study 
of  political  and  diplomatic  problems  v/hich  came  up. 

My  views  were  sometimes  adopted  by  the  Minister  and 
sometimes  net,  TAiNAlC*  testified  that  General  TOJO 
had  scarcely  any  sense  of  politics  and  diplomacy  and 
no  experience  in  those  affairs,  so  he  adopted  my  opin¬ 
ion  about  tliem.  This  was  his  dogmatic  opinion,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fact.  TAi>IAKA  once  served  in  China  and 
held  the  position  of  Chief  of  the  Military  Intelli¬ 
gence  Organ  there,  but  ho  overestimated  his  exper¬ 
ience  and  regards  himself  os  if  ho  had  a  sense  and 
experience  about  politics  and  diplomacy.  I  felt  quite 
disgusted  to  hear  his  speaking  from  such  a  viewoolnt 
of  General  TOJO  before  some  civilians.  He  was  quite 
v/rong  in  his  criticism  of  General  TOJO.  Needless  to 
soy.  General  TOJO,  being  a  military  man,  had  no  po¬ 
litical  experience.  But  ho  was  such  a  hard  worker 
that  he  studied  anything  concerning  politics  and 
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formed  his  opinion  about  it«  He  wrs  not  in  the  least 
a  nor son  who  would  blindly  obey  such  an  opinion  as 
mine,  Tliis  con  be  easily  seen  from  the  fact  that  for  j 
more  than  tv/o  years  after  I  v/os  transferred  he  steered  j 
through  difficult  political  situations  as  Prime  Minis- | 
ter.  It  v/as  at  the  busiest  time  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Pacific  -Var  that  I  was  transferred,  ' 

I 

"25.  Ryukichi  also  testified  that  he! 

opposed  himself  to  the  political  intervention  of  mili¬ 
tary  men,  especially  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau, 
TrU'iUwi  added  that  tho  political  Intervention  of  mili¬ 
tary  men  v/as  prohibited  by  the  Japanese  Constitution, 
First  of  all,  he  v/as  wrong  in  his  statement  that  it 
v.^as  proscribed  in  the  Constitution,  The  Constitution 
contains  no  such  provision.  Speaking  of  legal  basis 

I 

for  it,  they  are  as  follov/s:  Military  men  in  active  ^ 
service  have  no  franchise  nor  eligibility  for  elec-  ^ 

tion;  Military  Criminal  Law  restricts  the  freedom  of  I 
political  speech  and  association  of  military  men  in 
active  service;  the  Imperial  Rescript  granted  by  tho  i 
Emperor  MEIJI  to  military  and  naval  men  in  1882  ad¬ 
monishes  that  military  men  should  perform  their  duties 
v/ithout  intervening  in  politics,  (The  last  Imperial 
Rescript  was  v^hat  the  Emperor  MEIJI  granted  to  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  men  in  order  to  admonish  them  because 
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those  v/ho  participated  in  the  Meiji  Restoration  v;ere 
agitated  ov/ing  to  a  political  trend.)  Military  men 
should,  as  is  mentioned  above,  not  intervene  in  poli¬ 
tics.  However,  the  V/ar  Minister  can  and  must  take 
part  in  politics.  It  is  because  the  War  Minister  has 
the  power  to  attend  the  Cabinet  Conference  as  a  Min¬ 
ister  of  State,  and  is  actually  thus  a  statesman. 
However,  the  War  Minister  must  carry  cut  the  matters 
decided  upon  by  the  Cabinet  Conference.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  political  affair 
machinery.  The  Military  Affairs  Bureau  is  the  very 
machinery  which  deals  with  these  political  affairs.  The 
function  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  consists  in 
carrying  on  such  political  affairs  and  not  in  poli¬ 
tics  itself.  If  the  bureau  v/as  not  allowed  to  carry 
on  such  political  affairs,  the  War  Minister  as  poli¬ 
tician  would  prove  to  be  functionless.  For  this 
reason  the  organization  of  the  War  Ministry,  (exhibit  No. 
74),  indicates  clearly  that  liaison  business  v/ith  the 
Diet  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Military  i.ffairs  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Military  i.ffalrs  Bureau, 

•'On  this  point  I  v/as  never  protested  to  by 
TAiwiKii,  Chief  of  the  Military  Service  Bui*eau.  V/hereas, 

I  v/as  quite  surprised  to  hear  his  making  a  self-, 
righteous  statement  in  this  court  about  military  men's 
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intervention  in  politics.  Contrnry  to  his  testimony, 

I  remember  that  he  made  so  many  sp-a^ches  and  actions 
regarding  politics,  which  did  not  belong  his  duties 
as  Chief  of  the  Military  Service  Bureau,  that  I  ad¬ 
vised  hira  to  abstain  from  doing  them.  He  v/as  not 
only  my  former  subordinate  but  also  a  friend  of  mine, 
so  I  gave  hira  advice  (without  deliberate  considera¬ 
tion)  but  it  was  in  vain.  Soon  after  that  a  rumor 
prevailed  among  the  public  that  MUTO  and  hod 

had  a  quarrel,  so  that  I  was  greatly  annoyed.  It  is 
true  that  about  1941  I  objected  to  his  attending  the 
Diet  in  session  os  a  Government  Commissioner.  That 
was  due  to  the  follcvring  reason:  the  V/ar  Ministry 

explanations  and  replies  in  tho  Diet  were  prepared 
beforehand  and  approved  by  the  V/ar  Minister  so  that 
there  might  not  be  any  inconsistency  or  misunderstand¬ 
ing  in  replies  to  interpellations.  That  v/as  the  some 
in  every  ministry.  But  TiihAKrt  v/ould  have  a  bold 
utterance  of  his  own  accord.  This  might  have  amused 
the  members  of  the  Diet  and  mode  the  nev/spapers  lively, 
but  it  was  the  Military  ^^f fairs  Bureau  that  v/as  an¬ 
noyed  by  facing  a  protest  against  it  from  other  min¬ 
istries  and  the  General  Staff. 

"26.  On  Decembor  8,  1941,  when  the  Pacific 
V/er  broke  out,  TO  JO,  Minister  of  War,  delivered  an 
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address  to  all  the  staff  of  the  Dar  Ministry*  Just 
before  TOJO’s  delivering  the  address,  TuN^*KA,  Chief 
of  the  Military  Service  Bureau,  came  up  to  me  and 
said  ’With  this  war,  TOJO  has  become  a  hero.'  'If 
Japan  should  be  defeated,'  J-  retorted,  'Japan's 
national  polity  would  be  changed.  Consequently,  far 
from  being  colled  "hero,"  TOJO  might  be  blamed  for 
"high  treason.'"  However,  I  remember  I  deeply  re¬ 
gretted  that  I  hod  told  him  that  the  notional  polity 
might  be  changed  if  Japan  was  defeated.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  I  remember  also  that  on  that  day,  or  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  TOMIiD.G..,  Chief  of  Personnel  Bureau,  told 
me,  'What  a  nan  Ti.Di.Kx.  is  to  tell  me  that  TOJO  will 
become  a  herol  I  accused  Ti.KAiC.  of  his  imprudence 
in  such  a  serious  affair  of  our  state,  as  if  it  v/ere 
a  personal  problem  cf  TOoO's.'  But  he  testified  in 
this  court  that  1  myself  had  said  so,  whereas,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ti.^nKi^'s  testimony  in  the  court,  the  utterances 
of  T/JD*Ki'.  and  myself  v.'ore  contrariwise  stated.  I 

cannot  understand  his  motive. 

"27.  Furthermore,  Ryukichi,  testi¬ 

fied  that  about  the  9th  cf  December  1941  when  I  talked 
with  the  chiefs  of  other  bureaus  at  a  luncheon  about 
the  progress  cf  negotiations  between  Japan  and  ..merica 
I  said  that  the  visit  of  Ambassador  KUIvUSU  to  >imerica 


L^^TO 


DIRiiCT 


33,125 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25  I 


and  the  sending  of  the  Tatsuta  Moru  hrd  been  a  sort 
of  camouflage  before  the  war.  There  is  no  reason  I 
hove  said  such  a  thing,  I  absolutely  did  not  say  that, 

V 

i.s  for  the  visit  of  i^mbossador  KUhUSU  to  iimerica,  I 
also  heard  it  had  boon  suggested  as  a  step  sincerely 
taken  for  Jcpan-American  negotiations  by  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  TOGO  at  the  request  of  /iinbassadcr  KOl^UR/*  and  had 
been  decided  upon  after  his  consultation  v/ith  TOJO, 
Prime  Minister,  as  was  testified  in  this  Tribunal, 
Regarding  the  sending  of  the  Tatsuta.  Maru,  hcv/ever, 
it  had  no  connection  with  the  V/ar  Minister,  and  I 
knev/  nothing  about  the  details  cf  its  despatch. 

Since  the  war  broke  out  there  prevailed  mysterious 
stories  or  rumors  c(.nsidered  true  among  the  general 
public,  I  believe  the  matters  regarding  Ambassador 
KUEUSU  and  the  Tatsuta  Maru  night  have  been  among  them, 
I  am  sure  T^ahJCA  testified,  connecting  of  his  own 
accord,  matters  regarding  myself  v/ith  those  rumors, 

"28,  The  prosecution's  deposition  of  exhibit 
No,  2240  indicates  that  I  answered  that  I  hod  made  a 
draft  of  the  Imperial  Rescript  regarding  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  together  v/ith  HOSKINO,  Chief  Secretary, 
and  OK..,  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  of  the 
Navy,  That  v/os  a  mistake.  The  fact  was  that  I  and 
OKi'.  only  offered  reference  materials  for  the  Rescript 
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to  HOSHINO,  Chief  Secretary,  Such  an  Imperial  Rescript 
was,  as  a  principle,  to  be  prepared  in  the  cabinet.  The 
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cabinet  made  a  draft  of  it, 

"29.  In  the  Japanese  Government  the  general 
control  of  war  prisoners  was  under  the  charge  of  the 
War  Minister,  and  collateral  matters  as  to  war  pris¬ 
oners,  such  as  free  transportation  by  rail,  free  mall 
I  service  and  free  exchange  service,  were  under  the 
charge  of  the  respective  ministers  crncerned.  It  did 
not  moan,  however,  that  war  prisoners  came  under  the 
control  of  the  Minister  of  War  as  soon  as  they  wore 
delivered  to  the  Japanese  Army,  At  first  the  Commander 
I  of  the  Army  or  Navy  who  took  war  prisoners  in  the  front 
should  examine  them,  make  a  list  of  the  war  prisoners 
and  report  thorn  to  the  Imperial  Headquarters,  Then 
the  Imperial  Headquarters  should  report  them  to  the 
Minister  of  War,  who  should  show  in  turn  the  location 


land  capacity  of  the  proper  camp  to  imperial  Headquarters. 
The  Imperial  Headquarters  diould  arrange  for  the  trans¬ 
port  of  the  v/ar  prisoners  to  the  camp  indicated  by  the 
V/ar  Minister,  War  prisoners  would  be  under  the  charge 
of  the  War  Minister  for  the  first  time  when  this  trans- 
:portation  was  completed, 

j 

"In  the  past  wars  the  Minister  of  War  had 
the  War  Prisoners'  Intelligence  Bureau  and  the  V/ar 
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Friscncrs’  Ccnps  rs  the  organs  for  controlling  v/ar 
prisoners.  In  tho  Great  East  <»sia  War,  however,  the 
War  Prisoners’  ^administration  Department  was  newly 
organized  in  the  Ministry  of  War.  The  reason  why 
the  War  Prisoners’  Control  Department  v/as  created 
this  time  v/ns  due  to  the  following  facts:  In  past 
v/ars,  namely,  the  Russo-Japanese  War  and  World  War  I, 
the  business  concerning  war  prisoners  was  comparatively 
simple,  as  the  battlefields  were  limited  to  either 
Manchuria  or  Tsingtao,  and  the  number  of  v/ar  prisoners 
v/ns  few;  so  that  the  competent  bureaus  of  tho  War  Min¬ 
istry,  with  the  V/ar  Prisoners’  Intelligence  Bureau  as 
the  nucleus,  v/ere  sufficient  to  transact  the  business. 

In  the  Pacific  V/ar,  however,  the  business  became  com¬ 
plicated  as  the  battlefield  v/as  wide  and  prisoners 
scattered  over  a  v/ide  area  --  tho  said  department  was 
created  for  tho  sake  tf  unifying  the  business. 
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"The  organization  of  the  V/ar  Prisoners' 
Intelligence  Bureau  end  the  V/ar  Frisonr-rs'  Camp  Ordinance 
were  proraulgeted  by  Imperial  Orders  toward  the  end  of 
December  of  1941.  But  the  V/ar  Prisoners'  Control  De¬ 
partment  was  established  by  the  order  of  the  War 
Minister  toward  the  end  of  March  1942.  These  regula¬ 
tions  were  drawn  up  at  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  to 
which  I  was  then  attached.  However,  the  order  of 
establishing  the  "ar  Prisoners'  Control  Department  was 
issued  during  my  absence  from  duty,  owing  to  my  journey 
by  order  to  the  southern  arcs.  I  was  informed  of  it 
later. 

"I  served  os  the  Director  of  the  Military 
Affairs  Bureau  until  April  of  1942,,  when  any  plan  for 
taking  in  war  prisoners  was  not  yet  laid.  It  was  because 
there  was  no  authentic  rcuort  from  the  Imperial  Head¬ 
quarters;  the  c'ucstions  whether  it  v/cs  right  to  trans¬ 
port  the  war  orisoners  taken  in  the  southern  tropics  to 
the  north  in  a  cold  season,  whether  there  v/erc  any  nieces 
and  buildings  suitable  for  the  war  prisoners'  camps, 
etc.  being  under  investigation.  So  it  v/as  not  yet 
decided  on  at  that  time.  The-  Shanghai  and  Zonzuji 
Camps  were  urgently  set  up,  as  the  wsr  prisoners  taken 
by  the  navy  forces  were  transported  by  bo&ts. 

"As  for  the  war  prisoners'  labour,  no  study  had 
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been  mede  rt  all  at  that  time.  I  have  no  recollection 
thft  there  wes  any  protest  at  ell  regarding  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  POV’  from  any  foreign  countries  during  my  tenure 
as  director, 

"30.  As  to  some  exhibits.  -- 

"(1)  Exhibit  Ho.  2246  states  that  there  were 
explanations  of  the  international  situation  at  the 
informal  meeting  of  the  v/ar  councillors  on  July  1,  1941. 
But  I  was  absent  from  that  meeting,  Tccausc  I  was  sick 
in  bed. 

"(2)  I  have  never  read  the  renort  of  investi¬ 
gation  made  by  the  Provost  Marshal  concerning  the  air¬ 
men  who  had  made  an  air  raid  on  Japan  on  May  23,  1942, 
which  is  stated  in  Exhibit  Vo.  2245."  May  I  say  that 
the  date  there  should  be  l8  April  1942,  "I  was  then  no 
longer  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  .iilitary  Affairs,  r-nd, 
because  I  was  not  in  Tokyo,  it  was  not  possible  for  me 
to  read  that  renort. 

"(3)  Exhibit  No.  2247?  I  v/cs  in  Sumatra  at 
the  time  when  the  ceremony  of  awarding  decorations  was 
held  in  the  German  Embassy  on  October  1,  1942.  And  I 
have  never  had  decorations  from  the  German  Ambassador, 
"(4)  Exhibit  I'o.  476  Includes  a  s'cre-t  diary 
of  the  Imperial  Headquarters  concernine  the  incident  of 
' noro  from  February  t o  !’erch  in  1942.  But  I  ha v 0 
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been  mede  £t  all  at  that  time.  I  have  no  recollection 
thft  there  was  any  protest  at  all  regarding  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  POV/  from  any  foreign  countries  during  my  tenure 
as  director, 

"30.  As  to  some  exhibits.  -- 

"(1)  Exhibit  Ho.  2246  states  that  there  were 
explanations  of  the  international  situation  a.t  the 
informal  meeting  of  the  v/cr  councillors  on  July  1,  1941. 
But  I  was  absent  from  that  meeting,  Vocause  I  was  sick 
in  bed. 

"(2)  I  have  never  read  the  renort  of  investi¬ 
gation  made  by  the  Provost  Marshal  concerning  the  air¬ 
men  who  had  made  an  air  raid  on  Japan  on  May  23,  1942,  j 
which  is  stated  in  Exhibit  l''o,  2245."  May  I  say  that  i 
the  date  there  should  be  l8  April  1942.  "I  was  then  no  | 
longer  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  .lilitery  Affairs,  and, 
because  I  was  not  in  Tokyo,  it  was  not  possible  for  me 
to  reed  that  report. 

"(3)  Exhibit  No.  2247:  I  v/as  in  Sumatra  at 
the  time  when  the  ceremony  of  awarding  decorations  was 
held  in  the  German  Embassy  on  October  1,  1942.  And  I 
have  never  had  decorations  from  the  German  Ambassador. 

"(4)  Exhibit  I'o.  476  includes  a  secret  dicry 
of  the  Imperial  Headquarters  concerninr  the  incident  of 
"poro  from  February  to  Inarch  in  1942.  But  I  have  ^ 
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never  seen  such  e.  document.  As  f.  mettfr  of  feet,  m 
a^^tendent  of  the  Minister  of  Wer  v/as  not  given  e  scat 
in  the  Imperial  Hindquarters.  And  also  the  secret 
dicry  of  the  Imperial  Headquarters  v/rs  not  to  be  seen 

by  en  attendant  of  the  Itinister  of  V/or. 

"31.  Regerding  the  treatment  of  war  coutivos 
in  China,  the  prosecutor  produced  my  intcrrogction.es 
evidence.  The  contents  of  that  document  were  true.  In 
October  1939,  when  I  took  charge  as  Director  of  the 
Milltcry  Affairs  Bureau,  it  we s  clrcrdy  two  years  and 
three  months  after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between 
Japan  end  Chine.  During  this  ncriod  the  captives  in 
China  were  not  treated  r.s  prisoners  of  v/nr,  end  were  there 
fora  treated  in  e  snccic.l  wry.  Even  the  Vrr  Prisoners' 
Intelligence  Bureau  was  not  in  existence.  The  Chinese 
operated  on  the  seme  basis  or  theory  as  the  Japanese 
did  in  regard  to  captives.  Even  after  thet  time  the 
Japanese  Government  never  declared  war,  nor  did  she 
declare  the  existence  of  hostilities;  hence,  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  war  captives  wrs  carried  on  rs  it  had  been  before, 
Accordingly,  the  war  captives  were  never  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  ^/ver  Minister,  and  hence  the  Director 
of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  Further,  I  was  never  ordered  to  make  a  study  of 
this  matter  by  my  superior  officers. 
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"32.  I  w£'S  ordered  by  the  v/rr  Minister  to  go 
to  the  Southern  Arcr  of  ooerotions  to  observe  the  state 
of  affairs  there,  scheduled  for  throe  weeks  from  about 
March  20,  1942.  I  mode  r  tour  of  Formosa,  Saigon, 
Bangkok,  Rangoon,  Singouore,  Paleraban,  Java.,  Manila,  etc. 
to  lecrn  of  the  conditions.  I  returned  to  Tokyo  on 
April  12.  '■‘.■hen  I  arrived  at  the  '  rr  Ministry  about  noon. 
Director  of  the  Personnel  Bureau  TOMINAGa  told  me  that 
there  w^’s  the  decision  that  I  was  transferred  to  be  the 
Commander  of  the  ImDcriol  Guard  I  ivision  stationed  c.t 
Sumatra . 

"I  was  actually  appointed  the  Commander  of  the 
Imperial  Guard  Division  on  April  20  and  to  the  date  of 
my  departure  in  preparing  for  the  departure  I  did  no 
work  as  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau.  I 
arrived  at  Medan  on  May  11  and  placed  the  division  under 
my  command.  In  my  30  years  life  as  e  soldier,  it  was 
the  first  time  that  I  ever  had  r  responsible  post  with 
a  certain  decisive  power,  v/hcrers  the  period  ended  when 
I  was  dispensed  v/ith  from  the  duty  of  division  commander 
in  1944. 

"33.  Hy  duty  in  Sumatra  was  to  take  charge  of 
the  defence  of  Northern  Sumatrr.  in  accordance  v/ith  the 
order  from  the  25th  /rmy  Commander.  I  took  command  of 
the  Imperial  Gufrd  Division,  of  which  one  infantry 
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rGglmcnt  cmong  three  hrd  been  cetnehed  in  Mal«  ya  as  under 
the  direct  command  of  the  25th  Army  Commander. 

"As  regards  the  military  administration  in  this 
district,  the-  organ  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Commander,  stationed  at  every  province  of  Sumatra,  was 
in  charge  of  it.  Between  the  military  administration 
and  the  defence  --  which  was  ray  duty  —  a  deer  line  was 

drawn. 

"Secondly,  as  for  the  control  of  war  prisoners 
and  internees,  the  control  of  war  prisoners  had  been, 
when  I  r.1  rived  there,  handed  over  to  the  Commander  and 
was  under  the  charge  of  the  officer  despatched  by  the 
Comincndc-r.  The  ordinary  enemy  aliens  were  interned  by 
the  military  administration  organs.  It  was,  accordingly, 
no  part  of  ray  duty  to  superintend  the  affairs  concerning 
war  prisoners  and  internees.  The  growing  a.ctivity  of 
the  British  forces  on  the  Indian  Ocean  reduced  my  area 
of  defence  into  Pc.tcnori  Province,  East  Coast  Province, 
and  Achic  Province  in  the  northern  end  of  Sumatra  after 
April  1943,  and  afterwards  into  Achic  Province  and  East 

Coast  Province  from  the-  beginning  of  1944. 

"Vvhile  I  was  in  office  in  Sumatra,  there  were 
no  hostilities  and,  accordingly,  no  war  prisoners  taken. 

"I  never  employed  war  prisoners  for  labour. 
V/ithin  my  area  of  defence,  however,  there  were  many 
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I  forces  beyond  my  comrarnd,  such  cs  r.ir  units,  oil-drilling 

'  I 

corns,  shipping  corps,  supply  corps  under  direct  control  ; 
of  the  25th  t.rmy  Commr.ndcr,  m  /ol  forces,  etc.  Certain  j 
corps  craong  them  v/crc  employing  wer  prisoners  for  labour  J 
"1+^  vies  not  ray  duty  to  defend  the  camps  of  eithd 
I  war  prisoners  or  internees.  My  duty  wrs  general  defence  ■ 
j  of  Northern  Sumatra,  without  including  special  defence,  j 

I  1 

j  ntmely  imratdii  tc  gurrd  of  the  wrr  orisoners’  camps  and  | 

'  I 

I  many  supply  v/rrrhouscs,  etc. 

j  "34-.  i-.s  for  troubles  v/ith  native  inhabitants, 

though  I  received  reports  from  regimental  chiefs  on  j 

punishment  of  my  subordinate  soldiers,  all  of  these 
I  related  to  the  cases  inside  my  army.  I  remember,  as  an  ^ 

I  only  case  having  anything  to  do  v/ith  native  inhabitants,  . 

I  there  was  a  love  affair  between  c  certain  first-grade  j 
!  private  rnd  a  native  girl,  /ftcr  my  arrival  at  my  j 

'  post,  I  ordered  everyone,  including  myself,  attached 
to  the  Imperial  Guard  Division,  to  put  a  mark,  red 
cherry-blossoms  on  a.  white  patch,  on  the  left  breast, 

I 

so  even  native  inhabitants  could  recognize  ct  a  glance  | 
anyone  of  the  Imperial  Guard  Division.  They  called  us  j 

the  'Cherry  Corps'.  Even  \.'lth  such  identification,  I  i 

he erd  of  no  complaint  neither  from  the  military  adminls- , 

I  I 

I  trrtion  organization  part  nor  from  the  native  inhabitants 
about  my  division. 
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I  "Hrving  been  eppointed  the  Chief  of  '^he  Staff 

1  1 

I  of  the  14th  Arco  Army,  I  left  ?»cdcn  for  the  Philippine 

2  i 

Islands  on  October  12,  1944, 

3 

"35,  I  arrived  vt  Port  McKinley  in  the  suburbs  - 

4 

of  Honile  City  cs  the  C’ icf  of  the  Stpff  of  the  14th 
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/rco  Army  on  the  nipht  of  October  20,  1944, 

"As  regards  the  general  condition  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  rt  that  ti'ne,  the  U,S,  Army  landed 
St  Leyte  Island  on  October  I8,  before  Gencrcl  YAMASHITA, 
who  had  arrived  there  only  early  in  October,  became  well 
acquainted  v/ith  the  state  of  the  Islands,  The  l6th  ^ 

Division  defending  the  island  seemed  to  have  been  routed  j 
at  r  stroke,  and  reported  nothing  about  the  situation;  j 
and  the  whole  Philippine  Islands,  especially  Luzon  j 

Island,  with  hardly  any  fortifications,  were  plunged  j 

into  f  chaos.  The  alleged  atrocities  during  my  time  in  | 
the  Philippine  Islands  occurred  in  the  chaotic  war  situ- 

I 

atlon, 

"General  YAMASHITA' s  duty  uas  to  take  charge  of 
the  defence  of  the  Philippine  Islands  in  accordance  with 
the  command  of  Field  Mcrshrl  TERArCHI,  the  Commander  in  ! 
Chief  of  the  Southern  General  /rray;  for  that  ourpose, 
expecting  the  U.  S,  i.rrny  possibly  to  Invade  the  Southern 
j  Philippines,  to  m:ke  preneratlons  for  decisive  battles, 
for  the  present,  v/ith  the  naval  end  air  forces;  and,  in 
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,  Luzon  Island,  with  the  milit.rry  forces;  end  to  cooperoto 
with  the  olr  end  mvol  forces  in  the  Philippine  Islands 
in  cr.rrying  out  opcrctions.  Field  Mfrshcl  TERAUCHI  was 
then  ct  tlcnila  end  later  removed  to  Saigon,  on  November  j 
17,  1944.  I 

"The  above  duty  of  General  YAKASHITA  v/os  j 

suddenly  altered.  It  was  due  to  the  order  from  the 
Southern  General  Army  Headquarters  given  about  October  12 
or  13  v/hich  said,  'The  14th  Area  Army  shall  destroy  the 
enemy  invading  Leyte  Island  with  the-  maximum  strength 
of  the  Army  forces,  in  cooperation  v/ith  the  naval  and 
air  forces.'  Up  to  that  time,  th-:  operation  plan  was 
that,  in  ease  the  United  States  Army  should  invade  the 
Southern  Philippines,  only  the  35th  Army  stationed  in 

its  vicinity  would  participate  in  the  decisive  battles  | 

to  be  fought  by  the  naval  and  a.ir  forces.  Therefore,  | 

I 

as  nothing  ha.d  been  prepared  for  trensoorting  the  army  ' 

i 

forces  from  Luzon  Island,  v/e  hastily  set  to  arrangements 
of  ships,  escort  by  the  air  and  novel  forces,  picking  ! 

out  the  necessary  force  from  the  garrison  in  Luzon  | 

I 

Island  and  provi;jions  of  munitions  and  food,  in  order  j 
to  observe  the  above  commend.  Nevertheless,  after  the 
air  and  naval  forces  were  frustrated  in  the  decisive 
battles  about  October  24  or  25,  the  commend  of  the  air 
end  see  of  the  Southern  Philippines  fell  to  the  enemy's 
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^  Ihrnds,  As  c  result,  though  more  thrn  50,000  men  in 
^  I  ell  were  sent  ebout  seven  times  up  to  ecrly  in  December, 

i 

^  most  of  their  ships  were  sunk  except  the  transport  ships 
^  ^ of  the  1st  Division.  Thus,  ecrly  in  December,  Gencrol 
^  YA  :ASHITA  could  only  acknowledge  the  feet  that,  for 
^  cll  his  best  efforts  in  the  extremely  difficult  con- 
^  ' dltlons,  he  hrd  completely  felled  in  the  decisive  battle 

si.  -  , 

‘  in  Leyte. 
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"As  for  the  Luzon  compaipn,  alterations  were  • 
also  nade  as  to  Ganeral  YAMASHITA' s  duty.  The  Leyte 
operations j  Laving  called  for  forces  from  Luzon,  emptied 
Luzon  Island  of  its  defence  and  completely  spoiled  the 
defence  plan.  Reinforcements  of  three  divisions  were 
sent  from  Japan,  but  one-half  or  one-third  of  their 
force  was  lost,  being  torpedoed  or  air  raided  by  the 
U.  S,  forces  and  barely  the  remnants  arrived  at  Northern 
Luzon.  In  addition,  they  had  no  maneuvering  power  owing 
to  their  loss  of  automobiles,  horses,  etc.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  Commandor-in-Chiof  of  the  Southern  General 
Army  ordered  General  YAMASHITA  to  evade  decisive  battles 
and  to  assume  the  defensive  persistently. 

"Thereupon,  General  YAIi/iSHITA  decided  on  the 
policy  of  evading  decisive  battles  with  the  predominant 
U.S.  forces  in  the  plain,  to  restrict  the  enemy  to  Luzon 
as  long  as  possible,  taking  advantage  of  mountainous 
regions  and  to  oolay  the  enemy's  attack  against  Japan 
proper.  For  that  purpose,  the  General  took  the  follov/lng 

steps: 

"A.  To  establish  three  main  positions  in  tho 
mountainous  region  east  of  Manila,  in  the  mountains  v/est 
of  Clark  Field  and  in  tho  mountainous  region  in  the 

vicinity  of  Baguio  and  Paletepas; 

"B,  As  to  Manila  City,  to  disable  the  harbour 
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facilities  ana,  besides,  to  carry  maximum  munitions 
out  of  the  city  and  then  open  the  city  and  set  it  out¬ 
side  the  battlefield;  1 

"C.  To  defend  against  the  landing  U,  S,  /Vrmy,  ' 
disposing  a  unit  in  the  vicinity  of  Apari  at  the 
northern  end  of  Luzon  Island; 

"D.  To  detach  one  unit  to  the  Batangas  Penin-  i 

sula  to  delay  the  U,  S.  Army’s  rush  toward  the  Manila  ^ 

> 

district,  ■  j 

"It  was  just  after  the  U.  S.  force  landed  at  j 

San  Jose  in  Mindoro  Island  on  December  1?  that  this  | 

I 

plan  was  shown,  | 

"The  U,  S,  6th  /.rmy  under  the  command  of  ! 

I 

General  Kruger  finally  landed  at  the  Bay  of  Lingayan  on 
January  9,  194-5,  followed  by  the  8th  Army  under  the  I 

command  of  General  Elchelberger  which  landed  on  the  [ 

southwestern  part  of  Luzon  Island.  At  that  time,  the  J 

j  Japanese  Army  had  not  yet  completed  their  disposition,  j 

I  could  not  but  admire  the  U.  S.  Army,  the  enemy  as 
they  were,  for  their  operations,  since  they  landed  on 
Leyte,  in  contrast  with  our  expectation.  Their  coopern-  | 

I 
1 

tlon  between  the  air,  naval  and  army  forces  was  com¬ 
plete,  Their  army  force,  once  they  landed  on  Luzon, 
displayed  really  a  groat  power  of  maneuver  and  fire. 

The  Japanese  forces  found  their  cnnmnnd  system - 
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1 

Instantly  destroyed  and,  at  last,  were  made  to  fight  I 

i 

independently,  taking  up  thoir  individual  positions.  | 
I  learned  after  the  war  ended  that  the  Japanese  Army 
in  every  district  fought  well  to  the  last  in  spito  of 
their  inferior  equipment,  especially,  of  shortage  of  I 
provisions.  But  General  YAIJASHITA  was  defeated  aft3r  j 
all. 

"36.  The  communication  functions  of  the 
Japanese  Army  in  the  Philippine  campaign  was  extremely 
poor,  Tne  Supromo  Commander  In  the  Southern  Philippines 
was  Lieutenant  General  SUZUKI,  Sosaku,  the  Commander  | 

of  tho  35th  Array,  who,  after  the  U.  S,  Army  landed  on  1 

Leyte,  removed  his  headquarters  from  Cebu  to  Orraoc,  | 

I 

From  then  on,  communications  with  tho  Lieutenant  General { 

became  of  the  worst.  After  tho  U.  S.  forces  occupied  | 

I 

Ormoc  early  In  December,  communication  was  Interrupted, 
except  occasional  short  despatches  via  the  100th  Divi¬ 
sion  at  Davao,  Mindanao  Island. 

'•The  traffic  between  YAMASHITA's  headquarters 
at  Baguio  and  YOKOYAMA’s  headquarters  east  of  Manila 
was  suspended  (about  January  13)  after  the  U,  3,  Array 
landing  at  Llngayen  on  January  9  Intercepted  the  Bagulo- 
Manlla  Road.  j 

"Wireless  was  barely  available  until  about 
May  or  June,  though  no  telegram  other  than  really 
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l.mportant  onos  for  oporatlon.s  was  despatched,  o'vlng  to 
tho  shortage  of  vacuum  tubes  and  storage  batteries. 

"As  for  the  communication  botv/een  YAllASHITA’s 
headquarters  and  the  headquarters  at  the  west  of  Clark  | 
Fielo,  wireless  as  v/oll  as  land  traffic  was  Interruoted, 
since  the  U,  S.  /“.rmy  charged  into  Clark  Field  about  the 
middle  of  January,  As  a  result,  our  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  that  district  became  utterly  uncertain.  A  I 
telephone  line  was  installed  to  connect  our  forces  in 
tna  vicinity  of  tho  Bay  of  Lingayon,  though  it  was  in 
a  condition  of  being  more  broken  than  avail-able,  by 
aerial  and  land  bombardment,  M'ith  the  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  Palotepas,  communication  was  m.ade  bv  wire¬ 
less,  which  was  also  inadequate  due  to  breakdov/n  of 
instruments, 

i 

"Such  frequent  breakdown  of  instrum.ents  as  i 
given  above  was  oua  to  the  facts  that,  firstly,  the  | 
communication  equipment  of  our  army  v;ns  originally  .  i 
inferior  to  th-^t  of  the  U.  S.  Army  beyond  comparison,  ! 
and  that,  secondly,  many  of  these  instruments  hao  been 

I 

soaked  in  the  sea,  and  wore  constantlv  broken.  In  I 

I 

addition,  most  persistent  bombaralng  by  the  U.  3.  forco^ 
destroyed  our  instruments  one  after  anoth3r.  In  such  ; 
circumstances  tho  commanoing  organizations  of  General 
YAl.ASHITA  had  been  destroyed . 
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"37.  Ganeral  YAI.1\SHITA  never  ordered  Manila 
City  to  be  defended  to  the  last.  As  his  Chief  of  Staff, 
I  was  well  acquainted  v/ith  the  General's  intention.  • 

I  was  always  with  him,  except  the  time  when  I  went  out 
to  observe  the  front.  Even  if  any  order  was  given, 
during  my  absence,  I  did  not  fall  to  see  it  later,  I 
can,  therefore,  tell  for  certain  that  such  an  order  was 
in  no  case  given.  On  the  contrary,  I  once  studied 
earnestly,  by  order  of  General  YAMASHITA,  how  to  make 
Manila  City  open.  Having  realized,  however,  that  the 
matter  v;as  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Genercal's  authority 
and  could  not  be  put  in  practice,  ho  was  at  last 
resolved  to  place  Manila  City  outside  the  battlefield, 

"It  was  largely  owing  to  the  following 
circumstances  that,  in  spite  of  the  above,  the  hostili¬ 
ties  and  accidents  of  violence  to  the  citizens  broke 
out  practically  within  the  city  of  Manila.  On  January  3, 
1945,  General  YAMASHITA  ordered  Lieutenant  General 
YOKOYilMA,  the  Commander  of  tho  8th  Division,  to  take 
command  of  the  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  Manila  and,  in 
order  to  command  the  operations  in  the  district  of  the 
Bay  of  Lingayen,  removed  to  Baguio.  Then,  on  January  5, 
the  Supreme  Commander  of  the  naval  forces  removed  to 
Baguio,  after  investing  Lieutenant  General  YOKOYAMA 
with  the  commanding  power  over  the  naval  forces  in  the 
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vicinity  of  JInnila  concerning  their  land  fighting  alone,  | 
After  that,  about  February  10,  General  YAI^ASHITA,  informe(* 
of  hostilities  being  continued  within  the  city,  urged 
Lieutenant  General  YOKOYAM/,  immediately  to  withdraw  j 

theso  forces  into  the  mountains  east  of  Manila,  However, 

^  j  Rear  Aomiral  L/ABUCHI,  the  Supreme  Commander  of  the 
^  I  forces  in  the  city  of  Manila,  did  not  observe  this, 
g  ^  for  reasons  which  I  do  not  knov/.  And  they  v/ere  snnihl-  ! 
y  j  lated  at  last.  I  learned  from  the  investigation  made 
10  j  after  the  war  came  to  an  end  that,  when  the  U.  S.  forces 


2 

3 

4 

5 


11  j  had  invadeo  Manila  City  about  February  4  or  5,  approxl- 

I 

12  I  raately  1,800  men  of  the  army  force  had  remained  there 

13  i  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  r»YABUCHI  and  the  nav'’! 

I  force  had  amounted  to  some  20,000  strong, 

"38«  There  wore  many  guerrilla  forces  in  the 

Philippine  Islands,  After  the  termination  of  war,  it 

was  made  public  that  the  number  of  formal  guerrilla 
U'  I 

reported  to  the  Philippine  Government  was  some  500,000, 
ly  : 

,  It  is,  however,  unknown  how  many  guerrilla  besides  the 
20  ; 

•  above  either  temporarily  or  continuously  cooperated 

21  i 

with  them.  They  were  so  many  that  every  native  inhab- 

22 

itant  seemed  to  be  a  guerrilla  after  the  U.  S.  Army’s  I 
23 

j  landing.  General  YAMASHITA,  about  November  1944,  ordered 
I  his  men  to  attack  armed  guerrillas  in  view  of  increased 


I  guerrilla  activity.  Nevertheless,  ho  by  no  means 
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ordered  any  merr.ber  of  guerrilla  or  any  collaborator  to 

'  be  sentenced  to  death  without  a  trial.  We,  the  staff, 

2 

including  General  YAMASHITA,  were  utterly  ignorant  at  . 

3 

that  time  of  the  news  that,  about  February  or  March  of 

4 

1945,  some  Inhabitants  were  murdered  (in  Batangas 

5  I 

district).  General  YAMASHITA  received  no  report  on  it,  | 

Neither  did  General  YAMASHITA  receive  any  report  about  i 

7  I  “  ' 

jthe  atrocities  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  other 

8 

^  parts  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  A  sole  case  was  that, 
early  in  April,  1945,  Tokyo  ordered  us  to  invostigato 
into  the  actual  state  of  affairs  of  violence  against  { 

j2  some  Spanish  club  which  took  place  in  February  in  the 

13  city  of  Manila,  General  YAI'ASHITA  ordered  Lieutenant  ' 

14  General  YOKOYAKA  to  investigate  into  it,  which  was  not 

15  successful,  owing  to  the  total  destruction  of  the 

*4  Japanese  forces  in  Manila  City  already  toward  the  end 
* 

17  of  Februar7. 
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"39*  Tliu  war  -irisonars  ajic’  intornoos  in  thu 
Philippine:  Islands  wera  iinCur  thu  control  of  General 
YAIiASHITA  v/hun  I  arrived  at  ny  post  there  (October  20, 
1944).  Practically  speald.ng,  however,  the  Chief  of 
the  ’'or  Prisoners'  Canp  nt  Manila  City  was  dealing 
-.•ith  tiler,  uhder  the  coiinanc.’  of  the  Assistant  Coninis- 
sary  General,  No  sir<nif leant  alteration  was  uiade, 
even  after  I  arrived  .-'t  r.y  post,  on  the  rv^-gulca tions 
abort  the  treatment  of  war  prisoners* 

"The  ration  of  food,  after  being  inquired 
into  by  the  Cllef  of  the  Paymaster's  Department,  the 
.'.ssistant  Conmissary  General,  etc.,  was  decided  to 
be  varied  according  to  the  food  condition  in  general, 
sinil'r  to  that  for  the  O'a.p''nose  troops.  The  ration 
was  successively  decreased  in  Luzon.  I  have  now  no 
exact  recollection  of  its  details,  but  in  fact  the 
ration  of  rice  va.s  reduced  from  400  to  300  grans  toward 
the  middle  of  November, 

"The  reason  Was  that  the  Philippine  Islands, 
though  originally  an  agricultural  country,  had  been 
importing  rice  from.  French  Indo-CMna  and  Siam  even 
in  ordinary  tii.x'S,  and  that,  although  the  foodstuffs 
for  the  Japanese  Army  were  entirely  transported  from 
French  Indo-China  and  Sia.m  too,  the  importation  became 
difficult  since  the  U,  S.  submarines  suspended  the 
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trr.fi'lc  on  tho  Chinr.  Sjr..  Fortv.n..t..ly  10,000  tons  of 
rice  couc*  orrly  in  Kovenbur,  onc-thirc1  of  whlcli  wr.s, 
however,  (5eclCo(2  to  bo  lut  to  inne(!icte  use  for  the 
Leyte  operations.  Towr.rc’s  early  Doconb«,r,  the  reserved 
rice  in  the  Supply  Depot  was  relecsecl.  The  arrivals 
a.rter  Decepbor  were  only  1,800  tons. 

"To  cope  with  such  fooc!  condition,  we  set 
to  purchasing-:  rice  in  the  Central  Philippines  in 
cooperation  with  the  Philippine  Governnent.  One  of  the 
reasons  that  General  YAI-iASEITA  di3pose(il  our  r.iain  force 
to  Northern  Luzon  v/as  that  the  Kagajr.n  Valley  liacl 
overproduced  rice.  no\;ever,  only  a.  part  of  this  pla.n 
wes  put  into  practice,  when  the  U.  S.  Arny  landed  on 
the  Philippines.  In  consitquence,  we  cnu.id  not  use  the 
rice  accumulated  with  such  effort. 

"40.  The  procedure  of  transporting  wr.r 
prisoners  to  Japan  vias  to  begin  with  the  receipt  of 
order  by  the  Cor.'.rv.iK’er ,  tile  controller  of  wa.r  prisoners, 
from  the  V'ar  Mnister  to  the  effect  that  such  a.nd  such 
number  of  war  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  such  and 
such  place.  Th.e  ships  to  transport  then  should  be 
anpointed  by  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  and  be 
notified  to  the  Shipping  Coir’andor.  Then  the  Connandor 
should  nake  preparations  for  transportation  of  war 
prisoners  and  r;ake  then  take  the  appointed  ships.  They 
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trr.fiic  on  thu  Cliinr.  Sjr.,  Forti'.ru.t.-ly  10,000  tons  of 
rice  cr>.i.io  e''.rly  in  ICovenbcr,  one-tliirc!  of  which  wos, 
however,  declCec:  to  bo  "'.ut  to  innodicte  use  for  the 
Leyte  operations.  Towards  early  Doco^b^,r,  the  reserved 
rice  in  the  Supply  Depot  was  releasee!.  The  arrivals 
after  Decupbor  were  only  1,800  tons, 

"To  cope  with  such  food,  condition,  we  set 
to  purchaslnr';  rice  in  the  Central  Philippines  in 
cooperation  with  tV'e  Philippine  Governnent,  One  of  the 
reasons  that  General  Y/JIASKITA  disposed  our  nain  force 
to  Northern  Luzon  v/as  that  the  Ka.sa.Jr.n  Valley  had 
overproduced  rice.  However,  only  a.  part  of  this  plan 
was  put  into  practice,  when  the  U.  S,  Arny  Landed  on 
the  Philippines.  In  consitquoncc,  v;e  could  not  use  the 
rice  accux’ula.ted.  with  such  effort, 

"40,  The  procedure  of  transporting  wa.r 
prisoners  to  Japan  was  to  begin  with  the  receipt  of 
order  by  the  Cor.rvanc’or ,  tlie  controller  of  war  prisoners, 
fror.'  the  ’’'ar  Mnistur  to  the  effect  t’nr.t  such  and  such 
nuriber  of  war  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  such  and 
such  place.  Th.e  ships  to  transport  then  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Gen.jral  Staff  and  be 
notified  to  the  Shipping  Coiv’andor,  Then  the  Conr.r.n(5er 
should  nake  preparations  for  transportation  of  war 
prisoners  and.  r’.ake  theri  t.''ke  the  appointed,  ships.  They 
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YKTfc  out  of  tho  control  of  tho  Coniont'or  cftor  thoy 
wuro  nnc’.e  to  fjo  on  torrf.  tiiu  ships  in  this  way.  I 
wns  infor’ioc!  for  tho  first  tjno  of  the  fret  thr-t  the 
Oryolcu  Woru  trnnsportoC  ther.  in  DocorAer  1944-,  ’^hon 
she  wr.s  rir-rr.ided  ^nd  tool:  refuse  in  Orongepo  cibout 
Doconber  15.  L-t  ;.*.e  orolnin  v;hy,  until  then,  I,  ns 
the  Chief  of  cteff,  did  not  ]:now  r.bout  it.  Tho  snicl 
order  for  tr '.nsporting  tho  wer  prison.;rs  Ind  boon 
issued  prior  to  niy  r.rrivnl,  end  I  hor.rcl  t!i£-.t  they  wore 
nado  to  gather  at  Tanila  fror.  the  cry.ips  including  that 
of  Cabana tur.n  nd  tho  preparations  were  nado.  As  the 
ships  were  appointed  about  Deconber  12  or  13,  the 
Assistant  Corir.issary  General  and  the  Cliief  of  the  V.'ar 
Prisoners'  Car.p  l(-t  tl.v,n  take  ships  in  accordance 
with  the  order  already  received.  So  that  it  did  not 
cone  to  ry  ’.anowlodgo.  On  being  inforried  of  tho  Oryoku 
Haru's  accident,  General  YAIIASKITA  ordered  the  Chief 
of  the  Y/ar  Prisoners'  Canp  to  rescue  then  as  promptly 
as  possible.  I,  on  ny  part  also,  cooperated  v;ith  the 
Chief  of  the  V'ar  Prisoners'  Canp,  by  order  of  General 
Y,\]'ASKITA,  as  to  thj  arrangenonts  for  cars  and  trains, 
the  transportation  of  food,  etc.  ds  •'t  that  tine  tho 
U.  S.  Arr.y  landed  on  I.'idoro  Island  near  Jianila,  tho 
Gener:l  was  very  busy.  But  ho  did  his  best  in  spite 
of  that. 
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"'l-l.  In  Irylnn  thu  ’^l-.n  for  Luzon  opera¬ 
tions,  consic’eratlon  vrs  f<ivon  to  the  question  of  how 
to  deal  \.’ith  war  prisoners.  ..s  a  result,  Ge-neral 
Y.'J’ASHITA  decided  on  libera.tinr;  the  war  prisoners 
and  int.  rnees  with  a  list  of  then  ttoouqU  the  state 

* 

representing  the  riqhts  and  interests  (of  Japan)  in 
case  the  U.  t> .  /j^r’.y  should  land  on  Luzon  Island,  and 
reported  to  the  CoiVi’ander  in  Cldef  of  the  Southern 
General  Ari’.y  to  that  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  tlie 
Conr.ander  in  Chief  of  the  Southern  General  /irny  gave 
an  advice  to  hirn  that  it  \,’a.s  too  early  yet  to  do  so. 
IIo\.'ev.;r,  the  regulation  previously  instructed  by  the 
Conrander  said,  'V’er  prisoners  nay  bo  released  in 
case  the  war  situation  should  really  necessitate  it.' 

It  wa.3,  howeVtr,  considered  to  be  'practically  ir.pos- 
sible  to  renove  v/ar  prisoners  and  internees  into  the 
heart  of  nountains  in  the  then  circumstances  in  Luzon. 
Therefore,  General  YAIiAGIIITA,  judging  the  circumstances 
to  be  really  unavoidable,  decided  to  put  it  into 
practice  and,  about  the  middle  of  Docerber,  ordered  tho 
Chief  of  tho  ”ar  Prisoners'  Carp  to  that  effect.  Then 
the  chief  iiiT’ediately  gathered  the  internees  of  the 
Baguio  and  Port  IlclJinley  C.”V.-)s,  and  r'^de  preparations 
for  releasing  then,  accur.ul;  ting  food  reserve  for  a 
month . 
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"It  vns  for  the  first  ti'iu  tlir.t  I  loarnod, 
after  the  war  was  over,  that  the  Chief  of  the  h’ar 
Prisoners*  Canp,  having  been  nistr.kon  tlir-t  the  nbove- 
rentionod  state  representing  the  rights  and  interest 
weant  tViu  state  which  represents  U,  S.  nanoly, 
Switzerland,  vihose  agency  was  absent  a.t  tlict  time 
fror.-.  M’.nila,  had  dealt  with  the  natter  not  through 
the  mediun  of  the  representing  st'^te  but  that,  as  to 
other  natters,  he  hod  taken  such  necessary  steps  as 
were  possible  for  releasing  then  without  causing 
hostilities 

ACTIIC  PICSIEtOT:  *-'e  will  take  a  recess  for 
fifteen  rinutos, 

("her*. upon,  at  1445,  ”  recess  was 
taken  until  1500,  after  which  the  proceed¬ 
ings  were  resured  as  follows:) 
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-  -  --  7.WA1  OF  COURT:  The  International  " 

Wlltary  Trlbural  for  the  ^  . 

r  East  Is  now  resumed. 

ACTIFG  PmsiDEr.'T:  Hr.  Cole. 

»®.  COLE:  I  continue  with  oaragranh  42: 

He  desired,  for  the  sake  of  obtain- 

OI*l?lc>  t Ion 

o.  the  enemy,  to  take  war  prisoners 
aurlnc  hostilities,  m  the  defensive  fighting, 

h°'*evcr.  It  was  too  difficult  to  take  war 
r^lsonors  at  all.  Only  one  case  was  the  capture 
Of  a  flight  officer  In  August,  1944,  but  General 
■  T-,  loarnlng  that  the  officer's  attitude 

V'a.s  so  admirable,  ordered  him  to  be  sent  back  to 

the  front  of  the  U.  S  t  *. 

•  lotor,  frajor  General 

11,  the  Cenmander  of  the  U.  S.  3Cnd  Division 
Informed  us  of  his  safe  return. 

^3-  In  accordance  with  t)io  Imperial 
Headquarter's  command,  I  surrendered  myself,  to- 
Eothor  with  General  YAkASHITA,  on  September  3,  I945 
"Ooneral  YAItlSHITA  at  no  time  released 
'=om,„and  of  the  Army  on  account  of  Illness  or  any 
other  reason.  Neither  was  ho  ever  absent,  during 
o  Philippine  operations,  from  duty  on  an  official 
•hip  to  Janan  or  the  Southern  General  Army  Head- 
-iP-ters.  I  was  always  with  the  General  and  heard 
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acquainted  with  General  YAMASHITA's  intentions#  He 
never  issued  orders  against  international  laws  nor 
orders  against  humanity.  He  also  never  permitted 
nor  connived  at  the  misconduct  of  his  subordinates 
when  he  knew  of  them.  Under  these  difficult  con¬ 
ditions,  General  YAiiASHITA  took  all  possible  pre¬ 
cautions  to  prevent  atrocities. 

"44.  I  attended  as  a  witness  the  trial  of 
General  YAMASHITA.  As  for  myself,  I  was  often 
examined  as  a  war  criminal  suspect.  Towards  the 
end  of  March,  1946,  however,  I  learned  from  Captain 
Carter,  the  Chief  of  the  camp,  that  I  was  ’clear' 
of  the  crime.  I  was  told  to  the  same  effect  by  a 
certain  lieutenant,  a  member  of  the  War  Crimes 
Investigation  Committee." 

Hay  it  please  the  Tribunal,  I  have  a  few 
additional  questions  I  would  like  to  ask  on  direct, 
growing  out  of  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  YAMjJIOTO 
this  morning.. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Proceed. 

MR.  COLE;  May  the  witness  be  shown  exhibit 

No.  3^45. 

(Whereupon,  a  document  v/as  handed 


to  the  witness.) 

BY  I®.  COLE  (Continued); 
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“Q  General  MUTO,  are  you  familiar  with  that 
document,  exhibit  3'^4  5? 

A  Yes,  I  do  remember  it.  I  have  seen  it 
before . 

Q-  I'll  ask  ’.vhetber  you  made  out  that  docu¬ 
ment  yourself. 

A  It  is  not  the  document  that  I  drew 'up  my¬ 
self. 

Q  Please  state  to  the  Tribunal  from  whom  you 
received  this  docunont  and,  if  you  know,  who  did 
make  it  out. 

A  This  document  was  dravm  up  by  the  General 
Staff  Office  and  sent  to  the  Military  Affairs  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  Irom  whom  I 
received  it. 

Q  And,  did  you  in  turn  send  it  to  Mr. 
yAM;.M0T0  in  the  Foreign  Office? 

A  Yes,  that  is  so. 

Q  V/as  any  explanation  given  to  you  as  to  the 
reasons  behind  that  document,  the  reasons  for  draft 
ing  it? 

'  1®.  LOPEZ;  Objection  as  calling  for  a 

conclusion  of  the  witness. 

ACTirG  PRESIDEFT:  Objection  overruled. 

A  This  document  was  based  on  the  decisions 
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reached  at  the  Imperial  Conference  of  November  5, 

1941,  at  which  time  the  so-called  "A"  plan  and  ‘'B”  , 

I 

plan  were  decided  upon.  This  document  was  based 
on  this  conference  and  had  in  view,  following  the 
conclusion  of  Japanesc-ijncrican  negotiations,  it 
was  still  necessary  to  go  into  dotollod  discussions,  [ 
and  with  that  in  mind,  this  was  drawn  up  by  the  ; 

General  Staff  office. 

THE  MONITOR;  Delete,  "based  on  the  con¬ 
ference,"  and  substitute  the  words,  "based  on  this  | 

I 

decision."  ■ 

Q  Tho  language  used  in  that  document  was  | 

I 

characterized  this  morning  as  being  extremely 

I 

strong.  State,  if  you  know,  the  reasons  for  the  j 

use  of  that  strong  language. 

A  i.t  that  time,  the  General  Staff  Office  was 
opposed  to  the  drafting  --  opposed  to  the  adoption 
of  the  "A"  or  "B"  plan.  EspcciaDly,  they  were  very 
strongly  opposed  to  tho  "B"  plan,  but  with  regard 
to  the  adoption  of  the  "B"  plan  —  the  drafting 'of 
the  "B"  plan,  I  had  expressed  my  views  to  the  chief  ] 

I 

of  the  General  Staff.  I  had  succeeded  in  having  him 
agree  to  the  views  entertained  by  For. ign  Minister 

1 

TOGO.  In  view  of  thlvS  fact,  the  General  Staff  were 
not  only  opposed  to  the  "A"  and  "B"  plans  itself  but 
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were  also  stronply  opposed  to  I.'UTO  himself.  A  very 
s'‘’rong  argument  was  in  process  at  that  time  between 
the  General  Staff  Office  and  myself.  In  view  of 
such  an  atmosphere,  the  General  Staff  agreed  to  the 
"A"  and  "B"  plan  but  furthermore  submitted  or  pre¬ 
sented  an  additional  plan,  saying  that  this  plan 
also  should  be  carried  out  —  that  this  plan  should 
be  carried  out.  That  is  this  document  in  question. 
Accordingly,  the  contents  of  this  plan  used 
unusually  strong  language. 
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Q  You  have  already  stated  that  you  forwarded 
the  plan  to  Mr.  YAMAMOTO,  Please  state  if  you 
recall  any  conversation  that  you  had  with  Mr, 

YAMAMOTO  at  that  time  concerning  the  document. 

A  After  sending  this  document  to  Mr,  YAMAMOTO, 
I  believe  it  was  a  bit  later  as  I  recall  it  during 
the  telephone  conversation,  YAMAMOTO  said  —  asked  ■ 
me  v/hat  was  the  sense  of  this  document,  that  it  v/as 
very  Insehsible  and  he  asked  me  why  —  the  reason  for 
it. 

THE  MONITOR*  "He  put  this  question  to  me  in 
an  admonishing  manner," 

A  (Continuing)  I  remember  telling  him  that 
as  long  as  it  was  the  General  Staff  plan  I  wanted 
to  show  it  to  him,  but  that  I  would  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  have  it  revised  and  that  therefore  he 
should  not  place  too  much  importance  in  it, 

Q  State,  if  you  know,  what  happened  to  that 
plan  as  set  forth  in  this  document. 

A  This  document  was  left  as  it  was.  It  was 
abandoned  and  separately  the  officers  in  charge, 
representing  the  Army,  the  Foreign  Office,  the  Navy 
and  the  Planning  Board,  mode  a  study  of  the  question. 
The  result  of  this  new  study  was  submitted  to  the 
Liaison  Conference,  Accordingly,  this  document  in 
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question  was  not  seen  by  the  War  Minister  at  that 
time. 

Q  Was  the  original  plan  which  you  received 
from  the  Imperial  General  Headquarters  used  or  dis¬ 
carded?  i 

I 

A  It  was  disregarded,  abandoned. 

MR,  COLE:  May  it  please  the  Tribunal,  this 
completes  our  direct  examination,  but  there  are  a  | 

few  American  counsel  who  wish  to  continue,  I 

Mr.  Brannon  will  follow  me,  j 

ACTING  PRESIDEi'JT:  Mr.  Brannon. 

MR.  BRANNON:  On  behalf  of  the  accused  Admiral 
SHIMADA.  ^ 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION  (Continued) 

BY  MR.  BRANNON: 

Q  General,  do  I  understand  correctly  that  you 
attended  the  Liaison  Conferences  held  in  the  latter  ! 

I 

portion  of  194-1?  1 

A  Yes,  that  is  correct.  j 

Q  And  did  you  listen  carefully  to  everything  j 
that  v/as  said  during  those  meetings?  1 

A  Yes,  I  did  listen  to  the  matters  very  j 

attentively,  but  I  have  forgotten  many  things  of  cours^ 
Q  Well,  what  you  would  consider  as  Important 
matters  v/ould  not  be  forgotten  so  easily;  would  they 
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General? 

Did  you  at  any  time  at  any  of  the  liaison 
I  conferences  ever  hear  any  member  of  the  Navy  advocate 
an  attack  upon  the  United  States  without  notice 
beforehand? 
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A  I  do  not  remember  that  at  all. 

Q  Well,  do  you  consider  that  an  important 
ratter,  General? 

A  Yes,  it  is  important. 

Q  Then,  if  it  occurred,  do  you  not  think  that 
you  would  remember  it? 

A  Yes,  I  do. 

Q  Did  you  attend  the  Liaison  Conference  held 
on  December  2nd,  194'1? 

A  I  don't  believe  there  was  a  meeting  on  the 
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'  2nd. 

! 

Q  Well,  if  testimony  was  given  before  this 
Tribunal  that  Vice-Admiral  ITO,  then  Chief  of  the 
Naval  General  Staff,  at  a  liaison  conference  advocated 
an  attack  upon  the  United  States  without  notice  and 
that  he  did  so  on  December  2nd,  19^1,  would  he  be  at 
error  on  both  points? 

A  I  do  not  recall.  According  to  my  memory,  no 
meeting  was  held  on  the  2nd  of  December,  194-1,  and  I 
do  not  remember  having  he^rd  Admiral  ITO  adyoca.tiftS 
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I  . 

!  attack  against  the  United  States  without  warning. 

I 

I  Q  Well,  I  would  like  to  get  a  direct  answer, 

1 

!  if  I  may,  as  to  whether  or  not,  in  your  opinion  and 
based  upon  your  best  recollection,  that  such  a  witness 

1 

saying  such  a  thing  would  not  be  at  error  on  both 
points, 

MR.  LOPEZi  Objection  as  calling  for  an 

opinion, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT!  Objection  sustained, 

MR.  ERANNONi  That  is  all,  Mr,  President. 

'  iT..  FUJIIx  I  am  FUJII,  counsel  for  the 

accused  HOSHINO, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT!  Mr.  FUJII, 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION  (Continued) 

■  BY  MR.  FUJII! 

I 

I  Q  During  the  TOJO  Cabinet,  did  Chief  Secretary 

I  HOSHINO  attend  all  liaison  conferences  which  you 
have  attended? 

A  Yes,  he  did, 

Q  Did  he  attend  these  conferences  in  his 

I 

capacity  as  a  government  official? 

THE  INTERPRETER!  Correction!  ",.,as  one  of 
I  the  secretaries," 

I  The  witness  replied  "Yes," 

J 

Q  As  one  of  the  secretaries?  Did  he  attend 
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attack  against  the  United  States  without  warning. 

2 

1  Q  Well,  I  would  like  to  get  a  direct  answer, 

3 

'  if  I  may,  as  to  whether  or  not,  in  your  opinion  and 

4 

*  based  upon  your  best  recollection,  that  such  a  witness 

5 

saying  such  a  thing  would  not  be  at  error  on  both 

! 

6 

i 

i  points. 
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MR,  LOPEZ*  Objection  as  calling  for  an 

• 

8 

opinion. 

9 

ACTING  PRESIDENT*  Objection  sustained. 

i 

10 

MR.  BRANNON*  That  is  all,  Mr,  President, 

11 

iT..  FUJII*  I  am  FUJII,  counsel  for  the 

1 

j 

1 

12 

accused  HOSHINO. 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT*  Mr.  FUJII, 
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DIRECT  EXAMINATION  (Continued) 
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BY  MR.  FUJII* 
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Q  During  the  TOJO  Cabinet,  did  Chief  Secretary 

17 

HOSHINO  attend  all  liaison  conferences  which  you 

1 
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have  attended? 
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A  Yes,  he  did. 
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Q  Did  he  attend  these  conferences  in  his 
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The  witness  replied  •'Yes," 
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Q  As  one  of  the  secretaries?  Did  he  attend  j 

1 

MUl’O 


DIRECT 


33,1^8 


as  one  of  the  secretaries? 

A  Yes,  he  did. 

Q  Furthermore,  while  you  were  negotiating 
with  the  Foreign  Office  representative  YAMAMOTO, 
Kumaichi  at  these  liaison  conferences  on  the  question 
of  the  Japanese- American  negotiations,  did  HOSKINO 
join  in  these  discussions? 

A  No,  he  did  not. 

Q  Then,  did  HOSHINO  not  have  the  power  of 
participating  in  the  drafting  and  approval  of 
proposals  and  of  affixing  his  signature  to  such 
documents? 

A  He  did  not  have  the  authority  to  either 
participate  in  the  discussions  or  to  sign  any  documents. 

Q  That  means  that  as  a  secretary  —  as  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  conference  he  had  no  such 
powers;  is  that  so? 

A  Yes,  that  is  so. 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Mr.  Freeman. 

DIRECT  EXA?'INATION  (Continued) 

BY  TiR.  FnraAN; 

0  General  ?!UT^,  you  were  director  of  the 
Military  Affairs  Bureau  at  the  time  General  TOJO 
became  prime  minister,  were  you  not? 

A  Yes, 

Q  General  TANAKA  has  testified  that  certain 
members  of  your  staff  were  active  on  behalf  of  General 
TOJO  becoming  prime  minister.  Did  anyone  within  the 
T^ilitary  Affairs  Bureau  ever  discuss  with  you  the 
possibility  of  TOJO  becoming  prime  minister? 

A  Absolutely  not, 

0,  ?as  it  ever  sugpestod  to  you  b''  anyone  in  the 
^ar  I'inistry  that  TOJO  should  be  made  prime  minister? 

A  No,  there  was  no  such  occasion. 

9  Did  his  becoming  prime  minister  come  as  a 
complete  surprise  to  you  and  those  around  you? 

A  It  was  a  complete  surprise  to  us.  At  first, 
when  v/e  received  such  news  from  the  nev/spapers,  we 
did  not  believe  it. 

JTt.  FRE  r^AN :  If  the  Tribunal  please,  in  this 
connection  I  would  like  to  call  the  Tribunal's  atten¬ 
tion  to  record  page  l'',872. 

0  You  were  director  of  the  Military  Affairs 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Freeman. 

DIRECT  EXAI'INATION  (Continued) 

BY  I1R.  FRTSEaMAN: 

General  f^UT^,  you  were  director  of  the 
PJilitary  Affairs  Bureau  at  the  time  General  TOJO 
became  prime  minister,  were  you  not? 

A  Yes, 

0  General  TANAKA  has  testified  that  certain 
members  of  your  staff  v/ere  active  on  behalf  of  General 
TOJO  becoming  prime  minister.  Did  anyone  within  the 
Military  Affairs  Bureau  ever  discuss  with  you  the 
possibility  of  TOJO  becoming  prime  minister? 

A  Absolutely  not. 

0  "Tas  it  ever  suprested  to  you  b'^  anyone  in  the 
*ar  Ministry  that  TOJO  should  be  made  prime  minister? 

A  No,  there  was  no  such  occasion. 

Q  Did  his  becoming  prime  minister  come  as  a 

complete  surprise  to  you  and  those  around  you? 

A  It  vias  a  complete  surprise  to  us.  At  first, 
when  v/e  received  such  news  from  the  nev/spapers,  we 
did  not  believe  it, 

J^R.  FRE  NAN:  If  the  Tribunal  please,  in  this 
connection  I  would  like  to  call  the  Tribunal's  atten¬ 
tion  to  recod'd  page  V;^87?» 

Q  You  were  director  of  the  Military  Affairs 
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Bureau  at  t*"e  time  the  Prisoner  of  ’’^ar  Information 
Bureau  v/as  set  up,  v'ere  you  not? 

A  Yes. 

^  Do  you  recall  the  apnroxlraate  date  this 
Bureau  v/as  set  up? 

A  It  (Vas  at  the  end  of  December,  194-1, 

Can  you  briefly  five  the  purt-ose  for  which 
the  Irlso’-er  nf  ’’/ar  Infnvrratlon  Bureau  was  established? 

A  There  is  a  provision  that  Immediately  follow¬ 
ing  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  accordlnp  to  Inter¬ 
net  lo*^al  treaties,  that  an  organ  such  as  the  Prisoner 
of  "’ar  Information  Bureau  should  be  set  up.  The 

duties  of  such  a  Bureau  are  cl^ar-ly  stipulated  in  the 
text  of  treaties. 

Q  Do  you  recall  those  duties? 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Is  there  any  necessitv 
for  going  any  further  In  this  line  of  questioning? 

JfR.  TR^n’AN:  ‘Yes,  I  think  f^ere  is, 

Tp-;  pr'^siDErT:  ”'e  have  had  plenty  of  evidence 

on  It. 

JTR.  IRE'^T'/N:  If  the  Tribunal  Is  satisfied, 

I  am. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  You  have  your  treati«='s  and 
your  regulations,  setting  forth  the  duties. 

?IR.  FREE5!AN:  I  will  go  to  another  question. 
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then, 

^  frenerol  WTO,  exhibits  146?  through  1473, 
and  numbers  1490  through  14f'6  are  copies  of  coramun-  j 
ications  passing  bety/een  tho  Japanese  Foreign  Office 
and  tho  Allied  Pov/ors,  particularly  United  Ptrtes  and 
Britain,  relative  to  the  treatm''nt  of  prisoners  of  v/ar  * 
from  December  1941  throup^^  Farch  1942,  Do  you  recall 
the  f'ilitary  Affairs  Bureau  having  received  any  of 
these  communications  dlT-Act  from  the  Foreign  Office? 

A  I  don’t  remember  just  now. 

FR'^El’AF:  ?'ay  the  ’.'Itr' ss  be  shown  the 
Japanese  of  exhibit  1175? 

(’’.'hereupon,  a  document  w.as  ’aandod 
to  the  vltness.) 

If  you  will  note.  General  FUTO,  the  title  of 
this  exhibit  is  "Principal  Reasons  Alleged  I'or  The 
Commencement  of  Hostilities  Against  TI.S....  and  Britain.' 
Tho  affidavit,  if  you  will  notice,  accompanying  this 
exhibit,  is  made  by  Oonoral  TAHAKi-.  In  the  first 
paragraph  of  tho  affidavit  he  says  that  you  read 
this  document  at  a  Liaison  Conference  of  the  Bureau 
Reads  of  the  "‘ar  Flnlstry,  Is  f-at  true?  ! 

A  Yes,  that  is  true.  May  I  ask  again:  Did  you  ! 
say  that  I  v/as  reported  to  have  read  It?  | 

In  his  affidavit  ho  states  that  you  did  read  j 
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It  and  T  asked  the  question:  "Did  you  read  It?" 

L  No,  I  did  not  read  It, 

n  In  the  second  paragraph  of  t?  at  affidavit  he 
says  that  to  t^'o  best  of  his  knowledre  and  belief 
that  SATO,  Kenryo  prepared  this  document,  or  It  was 
prepared  under  his  direction.  Did  General  S^.TO  ever 
discuss  such  a  matter  v/lth  you  —  this  document  or 
any  matter  relating  to  drawing  up  such  a  document? 

A  Noj  there  is  no  such  occasion, 

JIR.  FREn'‘AN:-  That  is  all  the  questions  I  have 

to  ask. 

Dr,  H0Zll»'I. 

HO/.UMij  I  am  HOZUI^I,  for  the  accused  KIDO, 
ACTING  PRESTDE^TT;  Mr,  HOZUf^I. 

DIRECT  EXA**I*\  TIOV  (Continued) 
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BY  !«R.  HOZUMI: 

0  In  paragraph  15  of  your  affidavit  you  state 
that  you  called  on  Chief  Cabinet  Secretary  TOyiTA 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of  October  1941  and 
told  him  your  views  for  half  on  hour  In  regard  to 
the  Navy's  attitude  tov.'ard  the  waginp  of  v/ar.  Please 
tell  us  in  detail  the  contents  of  your  conversation 
that  afternoon, 

A  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  v/ord  for  word  what 
I  said  that  afternoon  but  the  general  purport  v/as  as 
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follows:  Although  the  Navy  agreed  to  t>"e  decisio‘'S 
reached  at  the  Ir.perlrl  Conference  on  the  6th  of  j 

September,  at  the  present  time  it  seemed  ^hat  although  ; 
the  havy's  attitude  on  the  surface  is  not  n^'cessarily 

I 

opposed  to  this  decision  of  feptember  6t*^,  v/as  not  i 

1 

opposed  to  carrying  out  the  decisions  of  September  6th,  i 
but  apparently  tJ'cy  ’'’ore  not  in  agreement  to  it  I 

internally.  Therefore,  if  the  Tavv  did  not  want  a 
war,  then  the  Army  would  have  to  change  its  attitude 
also.  But  the  Navy  takes  t*"e  view  t^'at  without 
making  clear,  definite,  their  attitude  res  they 
would  If^avc  the  matters  in  tho  hends  of  the  Premier. 

In  such  a  case  it  would  be  impossible  for  tho  "’ar 
i  inister  to  hold  back,  to  suppress,  those  v/ho  advocate 
e  strong  policy  within  the  ' 'ar  rinistry.  .^d  so  I 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Cabinet  to  use  his 
good  offices,  or  do  whet  he  could  to  get  tho  Navy  to 
clarify  its  rttltudo,  for  then  the  ".'r.r  I'lnistcr  would 
be  able  to  restrain  the  extremist  elements,  those  who 
advocated  a  strong  policy,  not  only  in  the  7ar  Klnlstry  ' 
but  «ise  in  the  General  Staff  Office.  That  was  the 
purport  of  my  talk  ’./ith  TOriTA.  ' 
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Q  Did  you  make  this  proposal  to  Chief  Secretary  ( 
TOMITA,  fully  confident  that  if  the  navy  world  make 
clear  —  would  take  &  definite  attitude  against  the  ! 

i 

war,  you  would  be  able  to  restrain  the  army?  I 

41  ' 

A  Yes,  that  Is  as  you  say,  because  the  reason  is  i 

i 

that' in  a  war  in  the. Pacific  the  navy  would  have  to 
take  the  leading  r®le  --  play  the  dominant  role.  There-| 
fore,  no  matter  how.. strongly  those  within  the  army  who 
took  a  strong  attitude,  no  matter  how  strongly  they 
expressed  their  views  --  advocated  such  views,  they 
would  not  be  able  to'ge  ahead  —  the  array  would  be  i 

,  •  I 

Dowerless  unless  the  »avy  agreed,  j 

Q  In  paragraph  15  of  your  affidavit  you  state 
that  on  the  14th  of •  (^'tober  1941,  at  a  Cabinet  meeting. 
War  I’inister  TOJO  strongly  advocated  that  the  Imperial 

*  •  ♦-  CV,  .V/  •  ^  ^  » 

Conference  decision’  ^f  6  E^epteraber  must  be  carried  out. 

■'r..  •  •-  '■  V  .'  ■(  .I,-.  ♦  •  •  fl 

Do  you  know  anything'  about  the  reasons  for  General  i 

TOJO's  making  such  an  assertion?  1 

A  Yes,  I  do.  •  I  .  .... 

.*  ■  »  ■  •  •  -  ...  -  j , 

Q  Please  tell  us'  of  them, 

'■  '  i'.'  "  * 

A  Until  the  decision  reached  at  the  Imperial 
Conference  held  on  f'epteraber  6,*  General  TOJO  had  1 

i  !jl.  ;  U  J  j.  .  .  .  ,  •  ,, 

exerted  considerable  'efforts  to  restrain  the  General 
t^taff  in  order  to  arrive  at  this  decision. 

THE  MONITOR ;  General  TOJO  made  strenuous 
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efforts  to  restrain  the  strong  policy  advocated  by  the 
General  f'taff  Office  before  he  was  able  to  succeed  in 
getting  the  decision  of  September  6, 

A  (Continuing)  Therefore,  General  TOJO's  character 
did  not  permit  any  alteration  in  the  decisions  reached 
on  September  6  in  the  presence  of  the  Elmperor  without 
any  other  good  reason, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Vniat  has  this  got  to  do  with 
the  accused  SATO?  Oh,  KIDO;  I  misunderstood. 

A-lL  right,  go  ahead. 

THE  'Vl’TNEsa;  Shall  I  reply? 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  I  said  you  could  go  ahead. 

THE  V/ITNEb»S:  ?!ay  I  be  permitted  to  add  a  few 

words? 

A  (Continuing)  General  TOJO's  character  is  such 
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i  that  not  only  decisions  reached  he  wished  faithfully 

I 

I  to  carry  out  the  decisions  reached  not  only  at  Imperial 
I  Conferences  but  even  decisions  which  were  reached  at  a 
I  Cabinet  meeting.  It  was  his  nature  that  he  would  do 
his  best  to  carry  out  all  such  decisions  faithfully. 
Furthermore,  with  his  characteristic,  he  absolutely 
could  not  trv  to  enforce  or  carry  out  the  decisions  of 
the  Imperial  Conference  in  a  nether  form, 

I  THE  MONITOR:  He  could  not  carry  out  the  de- 

I  cions  of  the  Imperial  Conference  by  trying  to  fool  the 
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public,  thnt  Is,  nulllnp  the  ’.vool  over  their  eyes  and 
carrylnp  it  ov,t  in  an  aublguous  manner. 

ACTING  PRCMDENT:  I  ask  you  this  time,  what 
has  that  pot  to  do  ^•;lth  the  accused  KIDO? 

im.  HOZITH:  ’.Vhen  the  TOJO  Cabinet  was  about  to 
be  formed.  Marquis  KIDO  advised  the  Emoeror  that  the 
Emperor  should  order  TOJO  to  nullify  the  Imperial  Con¬ 
ference  oeoislon  of  September  6  and  to  start  out  com¬ 
pletely  n^re‘:h.  to  wipe  the  slate  clean.  I  wish  to 
prove  tha 'v  tin;’,  advice  given  by  KIDO  was  appropriate  — 
was  an  appiop.xate  effort  in  trying  to  avert  war. 

ACTING  PR^^IDENT:  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  go¬ 
ing  to  pr^ve  it  by  this  v/itness. 

IIR.  HOZUITI:  This  witness  knows  General  TOJO's 
reasons  for  advocating  war  --  why  General  TOJO  wished  to 
have  a  decision  for  war,  and  therefore  through  this  wit¬ 
ness  I  want  to  prove  that  KIDO's  Judgment  was  correct. 

However,  this  will  end  ray  questions.  I  have  no 

further  questions  on  this  point. 

0  On  the  17th  of  October  19^1,  when  TOJO  received 
a  telephone  message  to  cone  to  the  Palace,  were  you 
with  TOJO? 

A  No,  I  was  at  the  -ar  !'lnlstry.  I  believe  t  he 
War  fTinlster  was  at  his  official  residence. 

n  Did  War  Minister  TOJO  seem  to  know  beforehand 
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!  thpt  he  was?  being  called  to  the  Palace  in  order  to  form 
a  new  cabinet? 

MR,  LOPEZ;  If  the  Tribunal  please,  we  have 
,  been  listening  v'lth  great  diligence  here  in  order  to 
I  accord  the  accused  KIDO  all  the  rights  in  this  court¬ 
room,  but  it  seems  that  he  is  going  out  of  bounds, 
i  ACTING  PRESIDENT;  If  that  is  supposed  to  be  an 

objection,  the  objection  Is  upheld, 
j  IIR,  HOZUIiJ;  My  purpose  in  having  asked  this 

I 

I  question  was  desire  to  make  clear  the  fact  that 
j  there  was  no  :  c.,  raj  racy  between  the  defendant  KIDO  and 
;  the  defendant  lOJO, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Has  there  been  any  such 
charge  of  conspiracy? 

MR.  H0ZU!!I;  The  Indictment  specifies  that  all 
I  the  defendants  are  guilty  of  having  conspired  with  each 
other. 

ACTING  PREMDENT;  All  right,  let  him  answer. 

A  He  did  not  even  dream  that  he  would  receive  an 
order  to  form  a  cabinet.  He  left  for  the  Palace  feeling 
that  because  O'’  the  resignation  en  bloc  of  the  Third 
KONOYB  Cabinet,  he  was  to  be  berated  by  the  Emperor, 
that  he  would  be  asked  various  questions  from  the 
Emperor,  and  he  went  prepared  for  this. 

_ ACTING. PRES IDEl^T;  ’7o  will  adjourn  until 


MUTO  ^  DIRECT 

tornorrov;  raornlnf  at  9*30*  • 

(WhereuDon,  at  l600,  an  adjournment  was 

taken  until  Friday,  14  November  1947,  at  0930.) 


